Ash Wednesday
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"\ WAY OF REMEMBERING JESUS”

Matthew b:1-6, 16-13
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1rst, let’s look at the context.
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Common to all cultures is the association of
events to their proper times and p
fitting observances. All cultures
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to remember him after the resurrection. First,
they began to agather each Sunday, the first day
of the week, to remember
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Throughout KEe/ Testament times, the Christian
celebrations remalned on the simple and informal

level,
Testame

There are, for example, no New
Nt references to any Christian festivals

other than the worship on the first day of
the week or the Lord’s Day.

As the church grew and vears bassed, other

observances were grac

Jally added and 1n the

early vears of the church most of the obser-
vances had some relationshin to the Jewish

rel1gio

US calendar of festivals.



What we now call the Christian liturgical vear
slowly came into practice,

Such days as Pentecost, Ascension Day and
Epiphany were added to the Christian calendar.,

P

hen came Holy Week, the period of time from
alm Sunday to Easter Sunday, including Maundy

Thursday and Good Friday.
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ne season of Lent was added, Today 1t comprises
ne 40 day period from Ash lednesday to Edster,

ded. Its origin coes back to @
te in the history of the church and

united in this six week observance.

At first it seems to have lasted only 40 hours,
in commemoration of the time between the

crucifixion a

t
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ne 40 h

ours

nd the resurrection, but gradually
became 40 days, referring to the

J day fast of Jesus. The word “Lent” 1is

derived from the Anglo-Saxon “lencten” meaning
spring, the season of the yedr when Lent is
observed.

Ash Wednesday gets is name from the ancient
custom of placing blessed ashes on the heads

of the faithful to remind us of our own




mortality and of the rapid change of things
in God’s creation. Ashes are also a symbol

of repentance and cleansing,

Thus over a period of many hundreds of years,

a church calendar of one year in length came

Into common usage - 1ts purpose beling to help

us remember the birth, life, teachings, suffaring
death and resurrection of Jesus.,

It beains with the season of Advent which 1Is
nade up of the 4 Sundays before Christmas, a@

beriod of time when Christians nrepare for the
nDirth of the Christ child, Then comes the

season of Eniphany, beginning on January 6,
which reminds us that. Jesus came for the whole
world, This is followed by Lent which begins
on Ash Wednesday - a period of 40 days, not
counting the Sundays, when we recall the
temptations that came to Jesus, his prenaration
for going to Jerusalem where he knew that he
would face opposition, arrest, trial, suffering
and death, -

Lent is followed by Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter, Forty days after Easter
there 1s Ascension Day, a way of rememberina

that the disciples no longer experienced Jesus'’
physical presence., The Gospel stories tell us
that Jesus dascended to be totally with God,
Fifty days after Easter there is Pentecost when
we remember the disciples of Jesus receiving




the agift of God’s Holy Spirit and they began
to snread the gon news of Jesus’ birth, life,
death and resurrection.

Pentecost is followed by what is commonly
called the Trinity Season which continues on
through the spring, summer and fall. Advent
begins the church year all over again.

[n the scripture reading for tonight, Ash
Wednesday, Jesus reminds us that when we go
about deepening our faith, we are not to do soO in

order to imoress others with how reliqgious we
are, YWe are not to be show-offs. “Beware of

oracticing your piety before others in order to
De seen by them,”

When I was growing up I can remember individuals
bragging on what they had “given up’ for Lent.
They wanted all to know how religious they were,

And Jesus went on to say - to be one of my
followers, vou do not have to look sad, dismal,

or gloomy. Some people do that to impress others
that they are truly sorrv for their sins.

SO tonight we are here to remember Jesus. Hope-
fully we are filled with a quiet joy as we begin
the season of Lent leading up to Easter. We
gather here also to remember Jesus throuah the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Come to Christ’s

table with joy and qratitude.




