
S"t..:t.:riday Febr1...1ary 10 :, 1991 

''HC>LY BREAKTHROUGHS '' 

Mark 9: 2-9 

The st-u.c:l.y of vv-orc:l.s c=1t:n.c:l. ho""W 

they ha.-v-e e:n.terec:l. e>"Ll.r 

e-v-eryc:l.a.y larig"l...l.age .i.s 

fasci.:n..ati.:n.g. The -vvorc:l. 

''breakth.ro-....:t.gh. '' i.s a 

rela ti. -v-ely :n..evV vv-orc:l. . It 's a 
com�o-u.rict. or two o1ct. worct.s , a, 

--verb arid a:n.. ad --verb . 

The --verb 'to break ' mearis to 

di. -v-i. cl. e i.:n. t e> =t=> art s 

-u.s-....:t.ally s-u.dde:n.ly arid 

-v-i.ole:n.. tly Th_at 's -w-h.a.t 

h.appe:n..s vv-h.eri yo"t..:t. break a. 

-wiri.c:l.o-w, or a leg or a.rm . 

Sori"l.eti.mes we -u.se the -v-erb 

''to break '' m_ore 

fi.g-u.ra ti. -v-ely -wh.e:ri -we say, 

th.at i.ric:l.i.--vi.c:l.-u.al broke the 

latvV, or she ,broke her 

prom1se. Ariel. someti.mes -w-e 

-u..se i.t poetically -wh.e:ri -w-e say, 

the day brea_ks :, or . 

as the hym:n.. p1...1 ts it ''Morn..i:n..g 

Has Broke:n... '' The 
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secorid.. p�rt· of the combi.ried.. 

-w-ord.. ''breakth..ro"l...l..gh.. ., '' 

''th..ro"1-:l..gh '' mearis, it is a.. 

complete break- -all the 

wa.y throLt.gh, totally, 

coritrast to a pa.rti.a.l 

break. 

lrl.. 

C>:n..e his toriari of -w-ord..s said. 

th_a. t as far as he co"l...l..ld.. 

di.sco-v-er the words ''break '' 

arid ''thro"l..:l.gh '' were first 
-ct.sod together cori:riected with 

a h..yph..eri i.:n.. the Secon..d.. 

World. Wa.r to describe 

mi.Ii ta,ry ad. -v-ari..ce of 

d..ecisi-v-e importa:n..ce ""vVh..e:n.. the 

Gern"Jari Army eritered.. 

"l..l..:n..d..efe:n..d..ed.. Fre:ri.ch.. territory. 

It -w-as called. a 

brea�k-th..ro""Lt.gh... 

Th..eri some years later the t-w-o 

-w-ords were p"l...:t.t 

together as ori..e to describe a. 

major ad..-v-a:n..ce i:n.. 

space research... C>ri T"'-.1esd..ay 

Febr"'-1ary 20, 1962, John.. 

Gle:n..r:i. we:n.. t a.ro"l...:l.rid.. the earth 

three ti.mes iri fo"Lt.r 



he>"l...:l.rS. It V"V"a.s a .. 

brealk.thro"l..l..gh i.:n..to C>"l..l..ter 

Fi-v-e yea.rs ago iri 1986, a. 

book. V"V"a.s p"l..l..blishecl vVith 

the ti. tle , 

''BREAKTHROUGH'S.'' It 

co:n.. ta.i.:n..s the 

stori.es of peo�le who by 

fi:n.cli.:n..g bi.g :n..eecls a.rid. 

li.ttle e>J?erii.rigs arid. fi.llirig 
them, ma..cle V\TC>rlcl-

s-weepi.:n..g commerci_al 

brea�k.thro"l...:l.ghs that ha-v-e 

some 

1:n.. 

wa ... y te>"Lt.checl the li.-v-es of most 

of "1..l..S _ Some e::x-amples 

are : the mi.cro-wa.. -v-e o-v-eri, the 

So:n..y Walk.ma ri ra..cli.o a rid. 

cassette player, the VCR 

( -v-i.cleo ca .. ssette record.er) • 

Behi.:n..cl each of these stories 

is a rem.ark.able 

a.cco--u.:n. t of i.mpossible --visio:n.s 

ma..cle possible by 

h "Lt.ma ri e:n..clea. -v-or . 

C>:n..e of the i.:n.. teres ti.rig s tori.es 

i.n.. the book. 
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tlescri.bes ho-w- the li.ttle yello-w­

''post-i.t '' ri..otes 

wi.th the semi. -sti.cky gl"l....l..e 

were i.ri-v-eritetl arid. -w-ere 

tho"l....l..ght for q_-u..i.te some time to 

be a. l...:1.seless prod.."1....l..ct 

whi.ch wo1..1ltl rie-v-er sell. Iri 

its earliest days, 

Post -i.t braritl a.tlhesi.-v-e h_�tl to 

be orie of the most 

- :rieglectetl prod. 1...:1.ct rioti.oris 1:ri 

compa.riy hi.story _ 
Heretofore, compar:i.ies which 

ma.ri"l...l..fact1...:1.retl a,tlhesiv--es 

of -v-a.ri.01...:1.s kiritls had. orie goal 

i.ri mi.rid. - -to make gl"l..:t.e 

tha..t ""v\l"o-u..1tl be more sticky :, 

riot less sti.cky _ Gl"l..:t.e 

makers were trapped.. by the 

metaphor that i.risi.sts 

that the -u..lti.mate atlhesi-v-e is 

orie that forms ari 

"1..:1.:n..brea.ka_ble bo:n..tl - The 

-whole v'\TC>rltl i.ri which they 

li.-v-etl was 1ooki.n..g for a. better 

gl-u.e, riot a worse 

gl-u..e _ What tlo yo-u.. tlo "V\Ti th 

semi -sticky gl"t..1e? 

The irispi.rati.o:ri of -w-hat to tlo 



VJ"i.th thi.s "Lt.ri"Ll.s-u.a.l 

gl'-.l..e came to orie of the people 

VJ"e>rk.irig VTi th thi.s 

semi -sticky gl"Lt.e i.:n.. a ch"1..1rch 

ser-v-i.ce. C>rie S"Lt.riday 

i.n.. 1974, "'7"hi.le he "Was si.n..gi.rig 

i.n.. the ch"1..1rch choir, 

the break.thro"1..1gh occ"1..1rred. 

Here 's ho"vV he described 

�ha,t ha-pper.i..ed. '' To make it 

easier to fi.r.i..d the 

sor.i..gs we "V\Tere goi.rig to si.rig 
a..t ea.ch S"l..1::n..day 's 

ser-v-i.ce, I "1..1sed to mark. the 

places -with little 

slips of paper. B'-.l..t these 

little pieces of paper 

"VV"C>"t...:t.ld si.rik. i.ri.. to the deep 

crack of the hymn..al ' s 

bi.ridi.rig, or fl"Ll. tter to the 

floor or iri other ways 

come loose arid get lost. I 

tho"L1ght, 'i.f on..ly I had 

a little aclhesi-v-e ori these 

book.marks !) th.at wo"Lt.ld be 

the ti.ck.et . ' I k.rie-w ab c:>"1..1 t the 

semi-sticky a.clhesi-v-e 

vv-e -w-ere -w-ork.irig ori a.rid 

tho-...:i_ght it V\To-u..lcl be i;:>erfect 

for this "LI.Se. '' An..cl it -w-as. 



B-u.t e-v-e:n.. -whe:n.. the li.ttle :n.ote 

��· pads -wi.th the semi.-

sticky gl""l..:l.e were 

ma:n..-u.fact"Ll.red, the people i.ri. 

marketi.rig sa.i.d i.t vv-as a d-u.mb 

i.dea_ . ''Who 's goi.rig to 

pay mo:n..ey for scratch 

paper, '' they asked. 

Proba_bly 

:riot erio-u.gh of them had s�rig 

i.:n.. ch"l..:l.rch choirs. 

NovV of co-u.rse, these little 

pi.eces of paper -wi.th a 

semi.-sti.ck.y gl-u.e are see:n.. 

e-v-erywhere i.ri -v-a ri.o-u.s 

sizes arid shapes - They are a 

bi.g se1ler beca"l..:l.se 

they do somethi.:n..g n..o prod"Ll.ct 

e-v-er di.d before. They 

cori-v-ey messa_ges i.:n.. the e�act 

spot where peoi;:>le warit 

the messages, arid the:n. they 

lea�-v-e :n..o tell ta.le si.g:n.. 

that the message -was e-v-er 

. there at all . They s ti.ck 

to pages of mari-u..scri.�t 

vv-i. tho-u. t remo-v-i.:n..g part of the 

ma:n.-i..1scri.pt a1-orig -wi.th the· 

..__......- message� arid they lea-v-e 



rio a,dhesi. -v-e behirid . 

_,,. dori 't ma_k.e pa.per clip 

de:rits or staple holes. 

They 

They 

cari e-v-e:ri be mo-v-ed from 

place to place i.f yo"l..l.. ""v\l"a.rit 

them to a:n..d - thei.r 

adhesi-v-e rie-v-er gets ti.red. 

Howe-v-er whe:ri the Uristick.y 

adhesi.-v-e -was fi.rs t 

i.ri -v-eri ted , i. t wa_s mostly by 

a.cci.deri t . The 

resea_rchers wereri 't look.irig 

for a semi-sti.ck.y gl"l..:l.e 

a,rid for fi.-v-e yea,rs it ha_d :n.o 

perceptible 

a .. ppli.cati.ori. It was a solLt.tiori 

look.i.rig for a. 

problem. B"Lt.t break.thro"l...1ghs 

ofteri happeri.. that way--

they are "'Lt.ripredi.ctable, 

maybe e-v-er.i. seem acci.der:i.tal 

arid come at ti.mes we don..'t 

e::x:pect a.rid freq_ "1..l..eri tly 

wheri the breakthro""LI.gh 

occ"1..l..rs -we d'ori 't rea_li..ze i.ts 

si.g:n..i.fi.ca:n..ce "l.1n.. til lq ter . 

The sa_me i.s tr"Lt-e for '' Holy 

B reak.th.ro-u..ghs '' iri o'"Ll.r 
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li.-v-es arid i.:n.. the li.-v-es of 

others. 

Wh..e:n.. the bi.rth.. of the baby 

Jes""Lt.s took. p1ace i.:n.. 

B eth..leh..em, orie of God's :tnajor 

break.th..ro""Lt.gh..s i.r::i. to 

the li.-v-es of h..""Lt.ma:n.. bei.:rigs a.:n.d 

the -w-orld at large, 

fe"Vv people th..eri -w-ere a"Vvare of 

the si.g:n..fi.ca rice of 

th..�3Lt bi.rth... No o:n..e co"Lt.ld '-v-e 

predicted -w-h..a_t a 

i;:>rofo-u.:r:i.d i.mi;:>a..ct the li.fe ., 

teach..i.:n..gs ., death.. arid 

res-u.rrecti.o:n.. of Jes1...:1.s vv-01...:1.ld 

ha -v-e o:n.. th..i.s vv-orld. To 

ma:n..y i.t m-u..st'-v-e seemed li.k.e a 

sol"'Ll. ti.ori look.i.:n..g for 

a� problem. Wha.t good is 

baby i.:n.. a vv-orld vv-h..ere 

the Romari Empire ""V\l"as i.ri 

charge? What good i.s a mari. 

ori a cross "1..:t.p agai.rist th_at 

k.i.ritl of po""Vver? C>rily 

la.,ter, after the res"t..:t.rrecti.ori.
:, 

th..e:n.. f ollo""vV"ers of 

Jes-....is begari to look. back. a_:n.d 

recogrii.ze vV"hat had 

h..a.ppe:n..ed arid its importa:n..ce. 



Th..e:n.. they co-u..ld begi:n.. 

to -u.:n..dersta:n..d God.. 's 

brea .. k.th..ro-u..gh.. of 

-u..:n..co:n.di. ti.o:n..a_l 

lo-v-e i:n.. to th..i.s V\Torld a::n.d i.r.i. to 

th..ei.r e-v-eryday li-v-es. 

The Bible 1S fi.lled V\Tith.. 

stories of '' Holy 

B rea_k.th..ro-u.gh..s, '' stories of 

God e:n.. teri.rig the li.--v-es 

of i.:n..d..i--v-i.d.. -u.als a_:n..d.. �a�ti.o:n..s i.:n.. 
fresh.. :n..ew wa_ys -

C>:n..e d.a,y Jes1....1..s took. his 

ci.rcle of d..i.sci.ples, 

Peter, J�mes a.:n..d Joh..:n.., 

:i..ri:n..er 

s ometh..i.rig like the gro1...1p 's 

e�ec-u.ti.--v-e committee, a..p�rt 

-with.. him for a ti.me of 

prayer _ He had.. d..o:n..e that 

before, so the disciples 

probably e:x:pected :n..oth..i.rig 

"1..:t.:n..1....1..s-ual to ha�ppe:n.. _ Jes1...1s 

took them -u..p a mo-u..:n.. ta. i.:n... 

Mo�n.. tai.:ris are al -w-ays 

associated.. i.ri.. the Bible, i.:n.. 

both.. the C>ld a.rid Ne-w 

Testa.merits, -vvi.th e�i;:>eri.e:n..ces 

of God.. _ Jes-u.s took 



them in.. to the mo-u..ri taj_n._ to get 

away from the crovVd 

arid to be vV"here they co-u..ld 

thin..k thirigs thro-u..gh 

q_ "Lt.ietly. He warited to talk 

wi.th them abo-u..t the 

f-u.. t-u..re , hi.s f-u.. t-u..re arid theirs , 

arid i.t was a dark 

orie, a_ f"Ll.. t"Ll..re of s-u..fferi.:n..g 

an..d dea,th. He talked 

a.bo-u.. t his cross an..d their 

cross. 

C>rice they were ori the 

mo"l...l..ri tairi , a holy 

brea.kthro"l...l..gh 

occ"'Ll.rred. The Bi.ble says, 

'' Jes'-:1.s was tra:r:i.sfi.g"l...:t.red 

before them, a:n..d hi.s clothes 

became da_zzli.:n..g white ., 

s-u..ch as rio orie co-u.ld bleach 

them . '' What i.s that 

word '' trari..sfig-u..red '' tryirig to 

tell 't..:l.s? Ye>"l..:l. hav--e 

seeri, I am s"Lt.re, as I hav--e ., 

faces which for a 

mome:r:i. t vV"ere tra:n..sfi.g-u.red , 

ra.dian..t ., :n..ot lighted by a 

spotlight shi:r.i.i:r.i.g on.. them 

from the C>"LI. tside , b"l..:l. t 
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li.ghted :, a.s i.t vVere :, from 

-wi.thi.:n... They glovVed i.:n.. a 

-w-ay -whi.ch yo"l..:l. co"l..:l.ld n..ot f"l..l..llY 

describe to a:n..yo:n..e 

else or wholly "l...:t.:n..dersta:n..d 

yo1...:t.rself. 

Somethi:n..g like this was -what 

happe:n..ed to Jes"'-1..s . He 

glowed; he vVas radia:n.t; he 

vV"as glori.o""Ll.s i.n.. light :, 

a..11 the sha�dows di.sa:i;:>:i;:>ea..red � 
The three di.sci.J;>les 

sa_w him i:n.. � di.ff ere:n.. t li.gh t . 

They sa. w hi.m as they 

had riot see:n.. hi.m before. 

An..d they heard God 

. reass"1..1ririg them :, '' This is n1.y 

Sor.i., the belo""V"etl, 

li.ste:ri.. to hi.m. '' Jes"1..1s had 

recei. "V"etl tha. t saLme 

a..ss1...:1..ra:n..ce whe:n.. he �as 

baptized. :, 

an..tl J oh:n.. 

messa..ge. 

disciples :, 

:n..o� Peter :, James 

got the same 

To these three 

it "'7a.s a '' holy 

brea..k.thrc:>1...:t.gh - '' 

I '-v-e sai.tl thi.s before i.n.. other 

sermo:n..s, b"l.1t it 
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ri..eeds repeati.rig alvVa.ys. 

Do:ri 't try to ar.i.allyze too 

caref-u_lly those e�peri.er:i.ces 

-whi.ch a.re ""l.:l..1 ti.maltely 

i.ridescri.ba_ble an..d holy. 

caririot ra ti.oriali.ze 

them ; yo-u. car1�ot pi.ri them 

do--w-ri to cold facts arid 

fi.g""l.:l..res. Ne--v-er try to do i.t. 

It is erio-u_gh to 

recogrii.ze that it is a. holy 

break.thro"'l.-1..gh, that vv-e 
are i.:r.i. the J;:>reseri.ce of the 

holy arid o-u.r respori.se is 

to pay atte:n..ti.ori. Remember 

the di.sci.ples heard God 

sayi.:rig to them, '' Thi.s i.s my 

sari, the belo--v-ed, 

listeri to hi.m. '' 

Thi.s holy break.thro-u.gh ""vV"as 

the i.n..spi.rati.ori arid the 

at rea.ss""l.:l..rarice they rieeded 

this poi.:ri t i.ri their 

pi.lgrima .. ge ""vV"i.th Jes-u_s - I t  

si.g:n..i.fi.ca:n.. t that the 

1S 

-w-ri.ter of the Gospel of Mark. 

pl_aces thi.s e--v-eri t a. 

few days after Jes-u.s had 

beeri talk.i.rig to hi.s 



di.sci.ples abo"Lt. t the fa4ct tha4t 

he -wo"1..:t.ld · ha -v-e to 

"l..1ridergo great s"l..1fferirig a..:n.d 

that i:ri.. s ::pi te of the 

large cro�ds follo"VV"i:r.i.g hir:n. he 

vV""o-u..ld be rejected a.:n.d 

cr"l..l.. ci.fi.e d . They di.d:n.' t vV""a.:n. t 

to hear that k.iri.d of 

message. 

I:n.. fact_, Peter had ope:n..ly 

a,rg-i.ied -wi.th Jes"l.1s abo"l.1 t 
i.t a:n..d the gospel tells "Ll.S that 

Jes"l.-1..s reb"l.-1..k.ed Peter 

arid sai.d, '' Get behi.rid me, 

� Sa ta ri ! For yo"l.1 a.re 

setti.:n.g yo1...1r mi.rid :n.ot o:n. 

di.-v-i.rie thi.:n.gs b"Lt. t on.. h "1..:t.ma:n. 

thi.:n.gs • It -was then.. tha_t 

Jes-u.s had told them, '' If 

. a,riy -w-�rit to become my 

f ollo-wers , let them de:n.y 

themsel-v-es a:n.d ta_k.e Ll.p their 

cross arid fo11o"vV" me -

For those ""vV"ho vVa ri t to sa -v-e 

their li.fe -vvi.11 lose i.t, 

an..d those vv-ho lose thei.r li.fe 

for my sake arid the 

sake of the gospel, "vV"ill sa_-v-e 
·
t '' 

1 - These """vV"e>rd..s had 



ca.-u..setl riot a. li.ttle 

coris terria. ti.ori a.morig the 

tli.sci.ples. They rieetletl a 

''holy break.thro"Lt.gh., '' a.ri 

e�=i:>erierice of the holy. They 

ri..eetletl God 's 

reass"l...l..rarice. 

Go cl. i.s cori..s ta�r:i. tly b rea. Ki.rig 

thro"Ll.gh to "1...l..S • I t  

tloes:ri 't al""v'\Ta..ys hatI>I>SrL o::n.. a. 

mo-...:t.rita.i.ri. I ri � little 
book. called, . A RELIGION FOR 

AGNOSTI CS, by Na.than..i.al 

Mi.ck.lem, the a.1-..:t. th.or t:ri.es to 

p"l...l.. t i.ri si.mple terms 

what he ha�s beli.e-v-etl all hi.s 

life _ Al th.01-..:t.gh he 

tloesn..'t "1..:1.se the term ''holy 

break.thro"l..:l.gh., '' he 

tlescri.bes how God has 

brok.eri thro"l...l..gh. to hi.m i:o.. his 

gartleri _ He tells "'l.l..S abo"l.1t 

look.i.:o..g at hi.s roses a:n..tl 

he wri.tes : '' I accept all that 

the physi.ci.sts tell 

me of th.i.s rose th.at i.s 

break.irig irito b"Lt.tl; it i.s a 

system a:n..tl collocati.ori of 

electro:n..s, a form of 



compli.calted e:n..ergy; b"Lt. t vv-heri.. 

I see the rose I a_m 

directly co:n..sci.o�s of the 

Po"v'\Ter; the rose i.s to me 

a.ri i.rica.rria ti.or.i.. of the Power, 

a -v-ery i.n..s"Lt.fficie:n.. t 

ir.i..ca,r�a,ti.or.i.. -of the Power, rio 

do-...:1..bt; there has beeri 

a.. self- emptyi.rig of the Povv-er 

that is e�pressed i.ri 

thi.s roseb"Lt.d; it is a 

so-u.ridless -u.r:i.a.rtic-u.]a.ted ""VV"C>rd 
of - God to me; it poi.n..ts 

beyo:rid i.tse1f to what ""vV"hi.ch 

i.s beyon..d the gra,sp of h-u.ma.n.. 

'---,.. riat-u.re 's poVver. It 

is, I beli.e-v-e, a.ri earn..est or 

foretaste of the W-ord, 

that glory Vvhi.ch I hope to 

k.rioVv arid e::x:peri.e:n..ce 

hereafter . It poi.:n.. ts to 

eter:n..a..l glory . '' 

Holy break.thro"l..1ghs come 

ma:n.y -ways arid iri all 

1:n.. 

k.i.rids of places , ori. mo�:n.. ta.iri.s 

a.rid i.n.. -v-a_lleys , when.. 

-we are alorie a.rid -wheri. -we are 

-with others . They may 

happen.. -w-hen.. -w-e are 



depressed.., loriely, afra4i.d.. arid. 

a,t 

the lo"W"est poi.rit i.ri e>"l..:l.r li.-v-es. 

Peter, James a.rid. 

Johri "W"ere baffled. by --w-hat 

Jes-u.s had. sai.d.. abo1..1t hi.s 

f-u.. t-u..re arid. thei.rs . It maty be 

th.at they come a. t the 

momerit vV""he:ri the o-u.ter cr-u..st 

i.s thi.:n..:n..e st , --w-heri o-u. r 

d..efer:i.ses are d..o--w-:n.., vV"heri. -w-e 

a.re most rea,cha.blc. 

Wheri they do come , be they 

small break.thro1....1ghs or 

la.rger ories, the importarit 

thi.rig to do i.s to pay 
·. 

atteriti.ori, to be re-v-eren..t, so 

that -we cari.. 

U.n..d..erstan..d.. vV"hat God. i.s 

tryi.rig to say to 1....:1.s. 

We all :n..eed.. holy 

break.thro1....1ghs i.:ri 01....:1.r li-v-es. 

Altho-u..gh they occ"l..:l.r -wheri -we 

mi.ght least e�pect 

them, some e:ri-v-i.rori.meri..ts are 

more corid.."1..:1..ci-v-e for 

a..llovV"i.rig them to happeri tha..ri 

others . Sometimes 

like these three disciples vV"e 
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:n..eed.. to go a.part with 

Jes"Ll.s !) a.way from the -u.su_al 

ro"LI. ti:n..e of li.f e -
� 

We 

rieed.. to take ti.n"J.e o-u. t to stop !) 

look a..rid.. li.s te:n.. . 

Other ti.mes· someo:n..e may 

ma.ke a commeri t to "\.::t.S "W"hi.ch 

ca-u.ses -u.s to be more operi to 

God.. The other day a_ 

colleag"Ll.e of mi.:n..e asked. me, 

'' What ha�s God. bee:n.. 

tloi.rig i.ri yo-u..r li.fe receri..tly? '' 
It -was a good. 

q_"l..:l..estiori beca."1...:1.se i.t started. 

me thi.rik.i.:n..g, :r:na..ybe God. 

i.s tryi.:n..g to brea➔k thro-u.gh to 

me, b"Ll.t I'm riot 

recogrii..zi:n..g i.t beca-u.se I'm too 

b"l.::t.sy with other 

thi.:n..gs . What has God. bee:n.. 

d..oi.:n..g in.. yo"t..:I.r life 

lately? Thi.rik. a,bo-u..t that 

q_L1esti.ori this -week. Keei;:, 

yo"Ll.r eyes a.rid. ears operi. 

God. may be tryi.:n..g to get 

thro-u..gh to yo-u. :n..o-w . 

What is God. ' s "Lt.1 tiI1:"J.a te 

i.:n..terition.. for "l..1S in.. t·hese 

holy breakthro"Lt.ghs? I 
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belie-v-e God. 's -u..ltimate 

i.ri teri.. ti.o::n.. is to make -u..s holy. 

B ei.n..g holy i.s -w-ha. t 

grovVirig "Ll.p si;::>i.ri.t-u..a.lly in.. the 

f-u..11 serise mearis • 

Arid. ori..ly God. ca.ri make -u..s 

holy. 

''B-u..t who warits to be holy? '' 

yo-u.. ask.. The -v-ery -w-ord.. 

has fa. lle:n.. i.ri to 

d..i.srei;::>"1..:t. te--holi.er-tha::n..-tho-u.., 
holy 

Joe, holy mess. We can.. do 

s-u...ch terrible thirigs 

-w-i.th s-u..ch -won..d..erf-u..l -w-ord..s. 

Holy does riot mea.r:i. 

moral perf ecti.o:ri, or ''goody :, 

goody, '' or self-

righ teo-u..s. It meari..s to ha-v-e 

yo-u..r tot.al li.fe ope:n.. 

to God. so that God. can.. �ark. 

i.:n.. yo-u.. a.::n..d.. throL1.gh yo-u.. . 

That 's what a '' sa_i.rit'' is. 

Sa.i.ri.. ts as .h-u..ma_ri bei.rigs 

ha -v-e thei.r ro-u..gh edges a:n..d.. 

their bli.rid.. spots like 

e-v-erybod..y else b-u. t their li. -v-es 

are so trarispa..re:rit 

L to somethirig so e�traord..iriary 
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tha�t e-v-ery orice i.:ri. a 
. .  

--w-hile it stops "1..::1..S dead. 1ri o "'LI. r 

tracks. 

It 's r:i.e-v-er too late or rie-v-er 

too early to grovV "'Ll..p , 

to be holy, to ha -v-e re-v-ereri.ce 

for life , for others , 

a:n..tl for all of God. ' s crea tio:ri . 

There 's a..ri old. hymri 

that goes, ''Take ti.me to be 

holy. '' Theri the holy 
breakthro-u..ghs wi.11 happer.i.. 

Theri yo"Lt. will 

e:x:perierice what Jes1...:1.s 

ta"Lt.ght--that it is more 

blessed.. to gi.-v-e tha..ri to 

recei.-v-e arid. yo-u. wi.11 k:n...o"W' 

also that it 's more f-u..:ri.-- the 

kiri.cl of holy f"Lt.ri that 

we see iri the li-v-es of the 

sairits, the ki:n.tl of 

blessed.. f-u._r:a.. i.r:a.. whi.ch we lose 

o-u.rsel--v-es arid. a.t the 

same ti.me begiri to fi.ritl 

o-u.rsel --v-es a.rid. to grow "1..:t.p 

iri to the sel -v-es Vve were 

crea�tetl to become. Ameri... 
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