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Or perhaps you wish you hadn’t qulit taking
piano lessions at age 12. Or when you hear
our cholr and the soloists who sing from time
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hadn’'t quit the excellent physical exercise
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Or maybe you’re bemoaning
the fact that vyou quit the diet you were or

and which was working so well.
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vy endurance 1S a
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What does our Christian Faith have to say

In one of his many books, Harry Emerson
Fosdick tells about a character in the New
Testament whose name 1s mentioned only three
times and then only very briefly. I had
never heard of this individaul until I came
across nhis name in Fosdick’s writings. 1

suspect there are few people who know of
this man. His name was Demas and some of

Us are much more like him than we are l1ke

other New Testament peop
more well known.

le whose names are

We first meet Demas in the New Testament

in Paul’s letter to Philemon.

mentions him briefly as
in the church, along wit

el

o

L~

There Paul
g a co-worker

N Mark, Luke and

Aristarchus. From what little we know,
Demas was a devoted and promising disciple.

The second time his name 1s mentioned 1S
in Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Again

he is mentioned along with Luke the beloved
physician. Reading between the lines, Demas

1S not quite as promising a disciple as

-,

-

it first seemed. He is beginning to fade.
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Are not all of us familiar with the experience
of a strong beginning and a poor ending. Isn’t
1t obvious that the qualities that make a good
start possible are not the same as the qualities
that see life through to the end? Starting
power and staying power are not the same in

any realm.

We're all familiar with the story of the race

netween the tortoise and the rabbit. The rabbit
nmakes a grand beginning while the tortoise seems
slow by contrast. But it is the tortoise who

perserveres and wins the race. S0 We see ir
Demas a familiar figure, capable of good impulses,
generous responses, strong lovalties, but he

lacked endurance.

We live In a culture today which perhaps more
than any other time In history has stressec
the value of a good start. To give a chilc
a good start, we are told, Is one of the most
cruclal things that can be given a yound human
life. And we all recognize the truth in this
1dea, but it 1s not the whole truth., I see

SO many people who have had the benefit of a

fine beginning, but there has been no follow
through., I know of parents who have never missed
a parent-teacher conference when thelir chilgc
was 1in pre-school or kindergarten, or first
grade. But as that child grew older, there
was less interest. Endurance is an endandgered
character quality because while emphasizing
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character which see life through to the end.

Secondly our Christian falith reminds us that
however strong, grand and beautiful one’s

beginning, it doesn’t do

much for human life

without a good ending. Our faith here 1is
uccess in the way in which

not speaking of S
the world defines

sUccess as in some sentimental

novels where everything comes out all right,
where everyone lives happily everafter with

no grief, no pain

, N0 suffer
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we are building endurance.
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1St the seeming weakness

However as time would tell,

false god. A vital

faith in God gives a person available resources
of inner power so that we
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nd what are the rewards for endurance? First,

ne knowing that one has fought the good fight,
ned the race and kept the faith., But

ne Bible reminds us “that suffering
nce and endurance produces

~oduces hope and
Us,” (Romans 5:1-

t anything never
rance produces character,

~ words a spiritual understanding and

depth that can be gotten in no other way,

"Blesseq

are those who endure,” says the Bible,

"for they shall receive the crown of life.”
Amen,



