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wish her harm, but also gently to give her
a little of his wisdom, lest as children often

do, she should end

D feellng In some way
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Despite the wolf’s best intentions, as SO
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tended to overpersonalize
r side,

Se
ividuals

N essay
Dointed
nave always

1N

1fication

of Irag is only the latest
According to TIME, his m
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top U.S., Intelligence official.

Part of the problem 1s that we Americans live
In a celebrity culture., At home we are always
in search of heroes and heroines, while abroad
we are on the lookout: for supervillains,
tyrants and aggressors whose i1ndisputable
nastiness makes us look pure. We are caught

Up in the illusion of purity. We argue as
follows “Our enemies are evil. We are against
them. Therefore we are good.”

Both sides can and do play this game. The
Avatullah Khomeini of Iran., when he was alive.

called the west and especially the United

States, “the Great Satan.” Our president

was at the same time calling the Soviet Union,
“The Evil Empire.” So thoroughly did we Americans
nate Khomeini’s Iran, that we supported Saddam
fusselin in his war against Iran. The enemy

of our enemy was our friend. Now it turns out
that the enemy of our enemy became our even
agreater enemy, because Saddam more than Khomeini,
1S bent on aggressive territorial expansion.

That should come as no surprise. After all,

ten years before Saddam invaded Kuwalt, he
invaded Iran. Yet, I heard on the news the
other day that some American companies are

still secretly selling arms to Iraqg.

An article in the September issue of THE ATLANTIC
nagazine titled, "The Roots of Muslim Rage,”

Oy Bernard Lewis, an historian of Islam, gives
important background for our present situation.
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, based on God’s

med, mL

ner fail

have

st be protected
ths, being
10 right

That's why the followers
of Islam have demanded that the author of

e true

Jshdie, be put

faith by writingd

nited States insulted

the true falth by allowing 1t to be printed

sound extreme? We who claim to be Christians

Nave some similar episodes in ou
We’ve burned heretics at the sta
crusades to kill the infidels.

of the disciples of JesL

down fire from heaven and Wi
were opposed to his ministry.

S

- history,
Ke and conducted
Even some

wanted him to call

De out those who
Jesus, however

refused. He would not be tempted by the illusion
of purity. (Luke 9:51-54)

We don’t have to be religious to be tempted

by the illusion of purity.

[ know people

today who would argue that anyone who abuses

the flag of this country In an

v way should

be put to death. So we shouldn’t be surprised
that militant Muslims want salman Rushdie

Killed.

This kind of attitude and conc
on the illusion of purity. Our

Uct is built

enemies are

evil. We are against them. Therefore we
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are good. We can be tempted by the 1llusion

~

of purity as individuals, as people of a religious
falth and as nations,

Ihis 1s not to deny that sometimes our enemies
are evil and need to be opposed, but that

In 1tself does not make us good. And when

we oppose enemies from a self-righteous point
of view, we tend to become like them. Someone
once said, "Choose your enemies very carefully
for you will grow to be more like them.”

As religious people, we are especially tempted

to be self-righteous. It’s no wonder that
[ frequently hear people ask, “What iIs It

that makes religious people so intolerant?
And the more religious they seem to be, the
more intolerant they are?” Intolerance seems
to be as 1nevitable In human nature as sin

jtself., As soon as people become believers,
they also tend to become Impatient with those

not quite so intelligent and good as they
are,

As followers of Jesus, we are provided a corrective
which can help prevent us from giving in to
the illusion of purity.

One day a man came to Jesus, knelt before
him and asked, “Good teacher, what must I
do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus, before
answering his question, felt It necessary
to remind him, that no one 1Is good, N0 oOne
Is free from sin and evil, except God. Jesus
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achievements of Islamic and Christian civili-
zations in the past and I have hope that these
other traditions will in time prevail.

In the meantime we need to take care on all
sides to avold the danger of a new era of
rellgious wars and we can begin to do this
by having a better appreciation of other
religious and political cultures through the
study of history, their literature and thelr
achievements and by belng aware of our own
11lusion of purity. Amen,




