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“DOORS TO OPEN AND DOORS TO CLOSE”
Matthew /:13-14, Revelation 3:20--4:1

"Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is

wide and the way 1S easy t

tion, and those who enter
For the gate 1S narrow ar
that leads to life and tr
are few.”
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"Behold I stand at the door and knock: i
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me. To those who conguer I will grar
to sit on my throne, as I myself conc
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Revelation 3:20--4:1
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oply 1t to our situation today. All through
ne process [ am trying to hear what Goc

1S saying to us today through the text from
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he Bible,

hen there are sermons which begin with 3

roblem facing us as hum
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neings., For example,

OW as people attempting to follow Jesus
0 We deal with fear, or death, or tragedy?

OW do we deal with sin

ar

d evil? Are we
0 hurt us? What

does the good news of the Christian failth
have to say to those of us who are suffering

1
0

1 one way or another?

W1

th the help of

ne Bible, I try to discover what God 1S

saying to us in such situations.,
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ometimes a sermon 1dea comes to me as |

olumn or an essay.

ing a book or a newspaper story or

Still other sermons have their beginning
n the mind of the preacher because of some question
r comment someone has made to me Oor because
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omething strikes the preacher as being anr

specially appropriate metaphor for understanding

nd guiding our lives as people who want

to follow the way of Jesus,
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ent on to say, “For vyea

by doors.” I began to t
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1usS some months ago, a faithful member of
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Nk about the many
Nere are 1n our
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doors, closed doors, secret doors,

closet doors, hidden doors, trap doors, front

doors, back

doors, half-doors, screen doors,

automatic doors, revolving doors, swinging

doors, slidi
l1ke double

ng doors, and double doors. I
doors, but I'm always puzzled

when only one of them will open and the other

is locked.
“The Double
Doub]l

here’s g little poem titled,
Door Effect.”

e doors are justified

Because they’'re comfortable wide,

Therefore you only half undo ‘em
And nothing can get through 'em.

There’s also the mystery of what is behind

a closed door. One summer I worked as a

door to door salesman selling aluminum cookware.
I would knock on a door and wonder who would
answer 1t and what that person’s response

would be. Some of you will remember a television
prodram which I belleve 1s still on the air--

"LET'S MAKE A DEAL,” and the contestant at
one point has to choose one of three identical

looklng doors to be opened but behind each

door there are different kinds of rewards

Or prizes.

times which door to open.

Some doors and doorways are inviting anc

[t's difficult to choose many

others are forbldding., The most “forbidding”

doors that 1

have ever entered are those

that lead into a jail or prison as I have
gone there to visit someone. Whenever I

hear those 1
shut, I shuc

doors closec

arge steel barred doors bang
der. I don't like having those

behind me especially since someone
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else 1s In control of opening them again.

On the other hand, think of the Inviting
main front doors of this church which have
above them the words of Jesus, “Come to me
all you who labor and are heavy laden anc
[ will give you rest.” We are continually
reminded that we as a congregation are to
practice an "open door” policy especially
to those who are weary and worn down Wwlth
life.

Doors are fascinating. You never know what
vou might find on the other side of a closed

door. A few years ago my wife and I were

in Dublin, Ireland, which is known as the

city of doors. The people there are proud

of the front doors of wherever they might

live. So they are brightly painted and decorated.
The rest of the house or apartment might
be 1n bad repair, but never the door,

| tucked the 1dea of a sermon on doors away
In the sermon file which 1s always an active
one 1n my mind and from time to time would
think about 1t. How is life like a door?

[ know some people, for example for whom
life 1s like a revolving door. They go from
one job to another, one marriage to another,
one addiction, then treatment, then back

to addiction. They go round and round, 1In

and out, and never seem to get anywhere,

The more I thought about doors, the more



[ thought about the question:
of the ways in which the living out of our
Christian faith car

Then as I conti
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what are some

be compared to a door?

to read the B

kept finding myself coming across
which used doors or gates as metaphors and

[ discovered the

were read earli

"Enter by the r

~the gate 1s wic

leads to destrL
by 1t are many.

the way 1S hard t
who Tind 1t are few.”

clr.

arrow gate,

"e are many. Two

ible, I
NASSages

such passages

In one Jesus said.

(or door), for

e and the way 1S easy that

ctior

, and those W

-0r the gate 1is
Nnat leads to l1ife and thosge

N0 enter

narrow and

This second passage from the Bible is one

of my favorites.
and is in the book of Revelation.
in his vision sees Jesus, and he

[T uses a door as a metaphor

The author
1S saying,

"Behold I stand at the door and knock; 1f

YOou hear my voice anc

open the door, I will

come 1n to you and eat with you and you with
me.” What an invitation! Jesus,

of God in the flesh,
on our door and aski

our life.

[ remempber as a child 1
seelng these several Bi

is continual
Nng to be 1invi

the love
ly knocking
ted 1nto

N Sunday School first
Nle verses in the

form of a picture drawn by Holman Hunt, titled,

"Christ Standing at the Door Knocking.” I'm

sure most of yol

are familiar with the painting.

[ can also remember the Sunday Church School
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teacher, a loving and patient man, carefully
asking our small class to look very closely
at the picture to see if we noticed anything
unusual about the door. None of us did.
Thenhepointed to the place on the outside
of the door where there would normally be
a door knob or latch or handle with which
to open the door from the outside. And he
sald, “Look, there’s no handle or knob there.
The painter wants us to know that althougr
Jesus patlently and gently knocks at the
door of each of our lives, he does not force

his way in. Each one of us from the 1nside
OT our nhouse nhas to open the door.”

A mother and her daughter were looking at
this picture of “Christ Standing at the Door
Knocking.” They gazed for a few moments

at the picture of Jesus standing motionless
before the closed door, his hand raised as
1T knocking repeatedly. The mother saild

to her daughter, “I wonder why they won't
let him in.” After a bit of thoug@t, the
child replied, “Maybe they’re down in the
nasement and can’t hear him knocklng, or

maybe they’re too busy with other things.”

0 W0

"All metaphors are imperfect,” said Robert
Frost, "and that is the beauty of them.”

[ 1ike the metaphor of a door or doors because
in our lives as people trying to follow Jesus,
there are doors to open and doors to close,
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l. First of all, there are some doors 1In
which only you can open--no one
open them for you. The picture
of Christ standing at the door knockling 1S
very important door. [t always

vour life
else can

one such
needs to
Will not

be opened from the inside. Jesus
force his way into your life. He
Knocks and asks to be invited in, but you
nave to open the door. Someone else might
encourage you to open the door, but you are
the only one who can flnally do 1t.

In a similar way, each one of us has to open
our own door to friendship and other healthy

human rel
open the

ationships.
door to Uus.

And others have to
Another human being

cannot force his or her way into vour life
and you cannot force yourself 1nto someone

else’s 11

fe.

There are times when it 1S necessary for

en the door to forgiveness. Let’s

ne has hurt you deeply. The individual
Who has hurt you might come to you and knock
00r, seeking to be forgiven., It

you then to open the door. And

you TO Op
Sdy SOMEOD

on your C
1S up to
sometimes
your prid

[f you ar
have to 0O

Jesus met
vears anc

asked him

that means vyou have to put aside

e which can be blocking the door,

e sick and want to get well, you
pen the door to healing. 0One day
a man who had been sick for many

the first ¢

uestion which Jesus

was: “Do you want to be healed?”
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There seems to be no answer to your problem
or dilemma. And then you discover a door you
had not noticed before. For example, here’s
an 1ndividual who lost his job and looked for
new employment day after day after day. Finally
1t seemed as 1f there were no door of opportunity
at all--and then miracle of miracles a door opened
where he least expected 1t.

4, Note fourthly, there are some doors in life
which need to be closed. The best way to deal
With some situations 1s simply to close the door,

When our children were growing up, and especially
in their teen vears., it was their responsibility

to keep thelr own rooms 1n the house 1In some

order, Sometimes a room was SO messy that we

could not stand to look at It and we soon learned
that a good way to deal with the problem Instead

of always nagging was to simply close the door

on that room and keep 1t closed as much as possible,

The same 1s true of life. There are times when
we need to close the door. Yet we human belings
have difficulty 1In closing the door. For example
we do not always close the door on our mistakes
and fallures. Even though they are 1In the past
we keep the door open and let them continue to
haunt us. Sometimes the best thing we can do

in life 1Is simply close the door--not slam it

shut 1n anger, but quietly and gently close it.
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see people all the time who have difficulty
the door on thelr regrets.

ney are always looking backward and regretting
e things they have not done, or the things

[ hear people continually

, "If only I had done this five vears

go, or 1f only I hadn’t done that.” And
neir life 1s filled with “if only’s.” Until
ney close the door on that part of their

ney are not able to open a new door
bresent and the future. For each

"e are things we need to close

1VES,

ne door on if

we are to get on with our

Today and on through the coming days and

weeks,

W

and what doo
11, I hope vyoL
presence in yoL

d

1t 1s my hope that each one of volu

111 consider what doors vou need to close

"S you need to open. Most of

will open the door to God’s
r life. It 1s the good news

of the Christian falth that God’s door 1S
always open to you. Above all, remember

T
T

ne promise of Jesus, "Behold I stand at
ne door and knock; 1f you hear my voice

and open the door, I will come 1Into you and
eat with you and you with me.” Amen,




