sunday, August 19, 1990

"A GATHERING AROUND THE TABLE"
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Others said, "Bring it up to the platform. After
all 1f we hold it to be so central and so
important to our worship, let it be elevatec
SO we can all see it.” Others said, "No, that

makes it too much like an altar and not a table.”

Now 1f these arguments seem trivial, 1n the
deepest sense they are not. Many churches today
insist that whether it is elevated or on the
floor, 1t must be away from the wall so that
people can get behind it which means it iIs a
table and not an altar. It is not an unimportant
discussion,

We know from Luke’s description of the early
church in the Book of Acts, that when followers
of Jesus gathered together each week, they
gathered around the table and broke bread
together. It was central in the life of the
early church, To eat together brought to them
the memory of Jesus, who was, says Luke, "made
<nown to them in the breaking of bread.” It
orought to them the memory of Jesus who was SO
frequently found "at table.” How many times

in Luke’s writing we are told that Jesus was
at table.” He was "at table” when a woman
annointed him., He was “at table” when he noticed
Deople were pushing and shoving to get at the
nead places. He was “"at table” when he noticed
that the people at dinner were the same ones
who were at the last dinner and they simply

Invited each other over and over again. And
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the early church, according to the Book
of Acts continued the practice of Jesus--they
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Fred Craddock tells a story about when he

was 1in tr

had

just

e third grade and the government
started a hot lunch program in the

elementary school he attended, He had
establishea his credentials as being poor
SO he was entitled to a free hot lunch. The

tea

the
children getting a free lunch will march to
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N0t meaning any harm announced, "When
~ings at five to twelve, all the

bell rings again, all those who are

pavying for their lunch will go to the cafeteria.”

Fred said that when the bell rang at five
to twelve some stood up and went to the cafeteria,

but he remalned in his seat. He was hungry,

very hungry, but never went to lunch. He

saiqg if there’s one thing worse than being
hungry, 1t’s being asked to march out in front
of your friends who are paying for their lunch,

Here's a little bit of advice for all of us

to remember. When you do something for someone,
lay it very gently, very gently against their
pride because with some people that’s all

they have left.
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is all-inclusive, Recently I was reading
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Jlarly at least once
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JESUS

. It was a simple meal

, & Kind of pot-

JUuck dinner where bread was broken and wine
poured as they gathered around the table and
served each other,
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It’s still a good question. We eat with our-
selves., We eat with each other. That’s very
Important of course,

However, the Bible says that we 1In the church
are to practice hospitality and that literally
means to welcome and love the stranger.
Hospitality means extending table to the stranger.

SO0 this morning we In this congregation 1nvite
you, no matter who you are, to come to the
Lord’s Table., All are welcome. Come anc
meet Jesus in the breaking of the bread.




