Sunday August 12, 1990 Iﬁ#vk 2|

"WHEN THE WIND IS AGAINST YOU" Matthew 14:22-33

An old Irish blessing says:

"May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be
always at your back. May the sun shine warm
upon your face, the rain fall soft upon your
flelds and until we meet again, may God hold
you In the palm of His hand.”

But what do you do when the wind is not at vour

back, but against you: when you work and work
against seemingly insurmountable obstacles: when

nothing seems to do right: when the wind 1S not
at your back but In your face? We who live Ir
the great plains know something about the winc
pbeing at our backs and in our faces. Ploneer
accounts never fall to mention somewhere the
feroclty of winds on the plains.

A man from Indiana once asked a farmer from Nebraska
why barns here never have wind vanes, when east

of the Mississippl almost all barns do. The
seasoned farmer said, “No sense to it. Wher
you want to see which way the wind 1Is blowing,
you look out the window to see which way the

barn 1s leaning.”

Another Nebraska farmer said that his father

did develop a Nebraska wind vane: "He bolted
a twelve foot logging chain to a stout post set
well Into the ground and then he could tell the
wind direction by watching which way the chair
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"God makes the rain to fall on the just and the
ypjust.” You're doing what you think is right,
and all of a sudden everything seems to go wrong.

Like the disciples In the story, In the storms
of life, sometimes our little boat seems SO
small and so vulnerable and the sea of life
seems SO large and so unpredictable, and when
the wind rises and the waves grow and the boat
rocks, we feel quite helpless and at the mercy
of the forces around us. This story describes
life as we know 1t.

2. But note secondly, the story goes on to illustrate
how Jesus, God in the flesh, often comes to

US when the limits of our human resources have

neen reached and passed--when we know there

1S nothing more we can do. This 1S the good

news of the Christian faith. God came to us

in Jesus because the limits of our human resources
had been reached. We human beings could not

save ourselves on our own power. We can go
only so far without God. God Is always needed
if our lives are to be complete,

[t was reported that when King Tut’s tomb was
opened many vears ado, some wheat was discovered
that had been there in the dry darkness for
more than 4,000 years. When it was brought
out and planted, it drew and multiplied. All
1T needed to release its power was to get into
the right relationship with the earth and the

sun .
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In the same way as that wheat was limited in
what it could do until it got into the right
relationship with the earth and the sun, So
also are we human beings limited until we get
into the right relationship with God and others.
There are limits to our individual human resources,

Sometimes however, we do not realize this fact
until, like the disciples, we find ourselves
adrift, with the wind against us, and the waves
high, in the middle of a storm. Then we come
to the realization that we cannot do it on our

own. We need God and others., That’s the wisdom
Oof the Tirst two Steps Iin the twelve OT A.A.

(1) We admitted we were powerless over alcohol--
that our lives had become unmanageable. (2)

Came to believe that a power dreater than ourselves
would restore us to sanity.” Oftentimes it

takes a very painful and graphic experience

to teach us this truth, and even then, some

of us have to be reminded over and over again.

Do you remember the story of the Titanic? It

was widely believed that the unsinkable ship

had been bullt. That ship was a striking symbol

of our excess pride. Thus we are told that

the band kept playing as the ship sank, not
necessarily out of bravery, but because they

simply could not believe that the ship would

sink. The crew at first had difficulty 1In convincing
the passengers that the ship was doomed.

This story from Matthew’s gospel reminds Us
that even the people who know God best sometimes
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Bible scholars tell us that this particular
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a special meaning for the early church,

especially during the times of the greatest
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But then, if we stop in the middle

of what we are doing and begin to worry; if

we stop and think of all the difficulties and
problems and how much there is yet to be done--
in other words, If we begin to look down anc

wonder how we're going to make i1t, then we may

very well

begin to falter and sink.

[t is said that in the days of the large sailing
vessels, when a new hand climbed the narrow

rope ladder to the crow’s nest, the old hands

would shout, “Look up. Look up.” If the lad
looked down, he might very well become dizzy

and rtall.

S0 the story of walking on water is really not
very far removed from the everyday life of all
of us. God still comes to us in the midst of
the storms of life, when the wind is against

Dack., We
"Take hea
we keep 0

Us, No storm, no waves, no wind can hold God

can still hear the comforting words,
~t: it i1s I: have no fear.” And if

Ur eyes on Jesus, then like Peter we

can even walk on water through the storm. Amen.



