Dool 2! August 5, 1990
"HELPING MIRACLES HAPPEN"

Matthew 14:13-21

We don't often think of ourselves as being
able to take part 1n miracles, but 1t does
nappen and sometimes quite unexpectedly.,
Here’s a story from the New Testament which
tells us how we can be a part of helping
miracles happen.

[t was early in the day and Jesus had received

some bad news so he asked his disciples to go
with him to a place where he could be away

from the crowds. The bad news was that his
friend, the man who baptized him, John the
Baptist, had been killed by Herod. After
burying the body, the followers of John the
Baptist had reported his death to Jesus.

Unfortunately, he didn’t get much time alone
to grieve over the death of his friend. The
crowds that had been following Jesus discovered
where he had gone and soon caught up with him,

Jesus saw their despalr. The story reports,
"He had compassion on them and healed their
sick.” As the day wore on, his disciples got
worried because the crowd was getting hundry
and restless, NO doubt the disciples were as
hundry as anyone or more so. SO0 they suggested

to Jesus that he take & break and send the




people away to the nearest villages and farms
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you can’t push and shove. Then taking the five
loaves and two fish, he asked God’s blessing,
broke the loaves and fish into smaller pieces
and asked the disciples to begin distributing
the food. It was a kind of communion service.

Here’s what I think happened next, and if it did,
1t's a bigger miracle than Jesus’ multiplying

the food. Being seated in smaller groups, and
seeing the little boy’s willingness to let his
food be eaten by others, many people began to
follow that example.

What a miracle it was for Jesus with the little
boy’s help to turn a large restless crowd into
a community of loving people wWho were now
willing to share thelir food with others. Jesus
used the boy'’s gift to turn selfish men and
women 1nto glving people.

Remember earlier when Jesus began his ministry
he had been tempted to turn the stones of the
desert into bread to feed the hungry people

all around him, and he resisted the temptation.
[t would be better he knew, to teach people

to feed themselves, to share what they had with
others. And so he put that lesson to use right
here.

How then does this story apply today to many of
the problems we face as Christians who want to
make the world better?




1) Note first that when Jesus asked the disciples
for help in feeding the people there were two
different kinds of responses. 0One was: "It’s too
big a problem. It can’t be done. Even there’s

a lad here who has five barley loaves and two
fish: but what are they among so many?”

Don't we glive that kind of response today also

in the face of seemingly insurmountable problems?
The other day there was a news report on
television that 40,000 children die each day

from hunger-related diseases. We have enough
food in this world to feed evervone., but as has

been noted many times before, there 1Is 3
distribution problem. We have not yet discovered
how to get the food to the people who need it,
here was enough food in the crowd that day for
everyone to be fed, but there was a distribution
problem, With the little boy’s gift In hand,
Jesus went to work on the distribution problem,

We look at the world, we listen to the news and
see a steady stream of Images of misery in our
world--homeless ones huddled by a doorway;
longer-1living people with vacant looks on their
faces in nursing homes; children and adults
killed by guns; victims of natural disasters--
earthquakes and floods.

Don’t you wonder sometimes in the face of such
need, what you can do to help? And then we tell
ourselves, "I've got my own life to live. What
are five barley loaves and two fish among so many?’
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When we started our outreach ministry througr
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This story from the Bible tells us that when
we do what we can to help; when we give what

we have, as did the little boy 1In the story,
God takes our little bit and makes it Into

something we hadn’t imagined.

A nine vear old girl once read about Dr. Albert
r‘’s work in Africa. She wanted to

Schweltze

help. She had e

of aspirin. She Wwr

asked if they could fly ove

1ough money to

0Te t0 T

= DI

Ouy one bottle
ne Air Force and

Schweitzer'’s



hospital and dro
A radio station

little girl’s co

D the bottle down to help him.

Oroadcast the story about this

ncern for helping others,
Others responded as well.

Fventually four and one-half tons of medical

Dr. Schweitzer’s

heard the story,

Years ago in Phi

supplies worth over $400,00

one of the classes,

J were sent to

hospital freely given by

thousands of people. When Dr. Schweitzer

he said, “I never thought
one child could do so much.”

ladelphia, a little girl came
to Sunday School and asked to be taken into

The classes were full
and the church was so small that there seemed

to be no place for her. Her desire to find a

place in that Sunday School fired

to see the church made larger, to
for more children l1ke herself,

ner with zeal

rovide room

Without speaking t0o anyone, she bedan to save

pennies to help b
too long after, t

Jild that bigger church., Not
ne little girl died, but under

her pillow was found an old red pocketbook in
nies and a scrap of paper on
N1 the reason why she was saving

which were 5/ pe
which was writte
her pennies.

The minister who conducted the funeral told the
story of those 5/ pennies, and it got into the

newspapers. What could a little girl’s 57
pennies do? They did a lot,



The tide of gifts which her example inspired
flowed with increasing strendgth and in Six vears
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