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"WHAT 1 LEARNED FROM MY MOTHER"
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spoke to the sons--"You do not know what you are
asking.” Then he clearly told them that to
ne With him In his cause involves not only
nonor but suffering, and that whoever would
De first must become a servant of all.”

After this episode, we do not hear very much
about the mother of James and John, except
that the gospel of Matthew tells us that when
Jesus was crucified, she was there. She had
become & follower of Jesus along with her sons,
SO much so that she was near the cross when

he was crucified.

At first she wanted to live her life through
her children’s success, but before she died,
she became a person in her own right.

I like this mother of James and John because

she renminds me of my own mother who died twenty
years ago this summer. JShe was the oldest

with her twin brother of six children, and

then later as a wife and mother had seven children
of her own. Her two oldest children were boys,

my brother and I. Like the mother of James

and John, my mother wanted the best for her

sons and daughters and she weS also a dedicated
follower of Jesus.

tarly on my mother whose name was Irene, but
was known to all of her children simply as

“mom,“ decided to become & person in her own
right, oShe finished high school in a day when

N0t too many women went to high school. She
Decame & public school teacher, teaching ir
a one room school, where some of her students
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to be a good parent and also how to recognize
other good mothers. One of my greatest joys
in 1ife has been to participate in raising
our own children with my wife who has been
and still is an excellent mother and now a
grandmother.

[ know my wife has been and is a good mother
Decause our two daughters are such excellent
nothers and they learned that from her. We
Doth marvel continually as we observe their
love and patience in rearing their children,

our dgrandchildren. My only redret is that
my own mother died before she ever had a chance

to see her granddaughters as mothers., She
would’ve been proud &nd pleased.

2. Secondly I learned from my mother that

God 1s a loving and forgiving God and that

we human beings are also to be loving and forgiving
people., [ can never remember a time when I

was darowing up when I did not feel loved and

accepted,

Not only did my mother constantly forgive each
one of her seven children, but she forgave

my dad and others as well., Not only was she
forgiving but she went further and took positive
action. I remember a young woman Who was a
friend of one of my sisters, ThIS young womar
at age 17, became pregnant and was not married.
She wanted to have the baby and keep it. There

was & lot of finger-pointing in that little
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In the traditions of the Exodus, God provides
for those necessities which were always obtalined
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through woman'’s work--food and water. In the

propnet Nehemiah, God 1S a seamstress as 1In
the-book 0f Genesis, where God made garments

to cover the nakedness of Adam and tEve 1In the
Garden of Eden. Isaiah speaks of God as having
birth pangs, and also describes God as a mother
comforting her children. In another place

in the 0ld Testament, God’s remembrance of

/1on 1S compared to the love of a nursing mother
and the work of a midwife,

[ learned from my mother that God i1s also like

a mother because God continually gives birth
to life. God is continually creating and making

all things new. Meister Eckhart, a 1l4th century
mystic put 1t this way: “What does God do

all day long? God gives birth., From gll eternity
God lies on a maternity bed giving birth.”

As I remember my mother I also remember that
Jesus used the metaphor of mother, as well
as sister and brother, to describe those who
do the will of God. In the gospels, Jesus
1S quoted as saying, “whoever does the will
of God 1is my brother, sister and mother.”

Jesus taught that whenever we are compasslionate,
loving, caring human beings, we are then brothers
and sisters and mothers of Christ. SO to glve
birth to compassion, to give birth to wisdom,

to give birth to love, to give birth to justice,
is to give birth to God,
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Spiritually speaking, motherhood is not confined

to mothers. On this Mother’s Day, we need

to liberate and affirm the mother in each one
of Us.,




