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"TEN SUGGESTIONS FOR GROWING CHRISTIANS”
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"And Jesus 1ncreased 1n wisdon and 1In stature,
and in favor with God and other human beings.”

Luke 2:52

Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewal of vour mind. that vou may

prove what i1s the will of God, what is good and

acceptable and perfect.”
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Here are ten suggestions for these young people

as growing Christians.
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you continue being so
"Why not,’ 1nquired my

friend. 'Why should I let him decide how I'm going

to act.’”

The key word here is "act.” This follower of Jesus
acts” toward people; most of us react. HIis actions

are not solely depe
but come from an 1in

ndent on what happens to him.
ner spirit and motive.,
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-osdick said he never forgot that suggestion, “Tell
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and men to follow him and to act the way he acted
toward people and in so doing their lives were
changed.

Over and over again, Jesus called upon people to
change thelr behavior, thelr actions, because he

knew that once they began acting 1In a new way,

their thinking would also change. It goes alongd

with what I sald In the fourth suggestion--there

are times when 1f you don’t feel like doing something
that needs to be done, 1f you go ahead and begin
doing 1t anyway you will find yourself feelingd

like 1T,

6., The sixth suggestion for being a growing Christian
is this: let your life be one of serviee to others,

- Agaln Jesus sald you will only find your life Dy
losing it, by giving it away. Those who are giving
people are the truly happy people. This goes against
nuch of what present day culture teaches us. Qver
and over agaln there are strong voices in the culture
which tell us that we will find meaning and happiness
in life by making more money so that we can buy

and consume more for ourselves,

This world is filled with stingy, hoarding people,

many of whom seem to really believe that what they

nave belongs to them and not to God and that they

can take 1t with them when they die, [ hope you

will become giving, generous individuals rather
than stingy unhappy people,
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human future as leading through the forbidding

doorway of death to limitless life. And this door
1S open to any and all people. From God’s point
of view, all human beings have equal value.

As you go about growing as a Christian and following

all of these suggestions remember this: treat God’s
creation with love and care, and of course this

includes human beings., After all, our Christiar

falith teaches that the way we treat people 1s the
way we treat God.




