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"ARE WE ALSO BLIND?" ~Jeohn 9.

Her name was Elizabeth and she was the most
affirming person I’'ve ever met. When I came to
kKnow her she was a mature woman of thirty-five,
She was one of those rare individuals who seem
to live 1n excltement about the possibilities
of life. She had a way of seeing beauty where
others missed 1t.

[ asked ner one day what gave her the ability
to see things which others did not see.

"Elizabeth,” [ said, “You always seem to be soO
excited about what you see and what you Kknow
you are gdoing to see. Where does that come
from?” She looked at me through her very thick
glasses &nd said, “That’s easy. [ was born
blind and unable to see anything until [ was 15

vears old. Since then I can never get enough
of seeing.”

There are some similarities between Elizabeth
and the unnamed man in the story from the
Gospel of John which we are considering today.
Here too was a man born blind, and one day
necause of meeting Jesus, he 1S glven the gift
of sight. His life was changed and 1n some

ways he didn’'t expect.

Stories of Jesus healing people who are blind
are numerous in the New Testament. The early
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one form of blindness or another. And as we

shall see this particular story has some other
themes as well.

One theme 1s the question of the relationship,
if any, between human disabilities or suffering
and human sin? Jesus and his disciples find a
man who 1s described &as having been born blind,
The disciples wonder 1if there 1s any connection
between suffering and sin. “Who sinned,” they
ask, "this man or his parents that he was born
plind?”

[t’s an 1Intriguing question for speculation,
but even if we Kknew the answer, it has no
effect on whether or not the man will be
healed,

[t can also be the wrong question because 1t IS
pbased on a false assumption--namely that
someone’s sin 1s always the cause of any
disability or suffering., Sometimes, someone’s
sin might be involved, but rarely iIs there such
a simple direct cause and effect relationship.

[N this case, part of the question was not even
well thought out. If the cause of the man’s
0l 1ndness was his own sin, then since he
nad been born blind, he must’ve sinned either
while still 1n his mother’s womb, which 1is
highly unlikely, or in some previous existence
with the punishment being deferred,

As Christians we make a mistake if we always
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Others refused to accept the fact that Jesus
nealed the man. Still others criticized Jesus for
nealing the man on the Sabbath.

There are always those among us who have trouble
considering anything new, no matter what the
evidence. Some people seem to be born with closed
minds., There are people who haven’t been open to 3
fresh or new idea since they were born.,

Others of us a@re not blind from birth, but
pecome blind as we grow older., We put on

blinders and refuse to look at any new evidence
on any subject. Some even say, "Even though I’'ve

seen it wlth my own eyes, [ refuse to believe
53 5%

[nstitutions can be blind as well as individuals.
All the world knows of the pressure the Church
exerted on Galileo to force him to recant what

the church called his false and heretical opinion
that the earth was not the center of the universe,
and that the plants revolved around the sur
instead., Iwo hundred years later the chemical
manufacture of diamonds was delayed for decades
because a chemist of genius was forced to recant
and declare in public that he had not manufac-
tured diamonds but made a mistake in ar

experiment.

Consider the suffering and tragedy which the
blindness of prejudice has caused through the
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According to the story in John's Gospel, Jesus
first annointed the man’s eyes with clay which
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him to go wash his eyes

clay and then Jesus told
in the pool of Siloam.
came back seeing., But W
had gone.

Jesus’s absence was no p

SO he went ar

nen he return

d washed and
ed, Jesus

icnic. Beling blessed



/
by God 1S no picnic., In fact the man born blind

could have said understandably to himself more
than once, “I never asked to be healed. If this
is what it means to be blessed of God, I think
I am willing to relinquish some divine favors.”

He discovered that the good deed done to him

NOW WasS causing him trouble., I think it was
Nietzche who said, "o good deed goes unpunished.”
In this case it was not Jesus the doer of the

deed who was being punished, but the one who
received the gift,

This story indicates as do some other Biblical
stories the truth of repeated experience: God’s

favor more often leads into than away from
difficulties. A relationship to God does not
remove one from, but often places one in the line
of fire. Those who preach faith as the cessa-
tion of pain, suffering, poverty, restless nights
and turbulent days are offering false comfort,

Here’s what happened to the healed man in the
absence of Jesus,

After he was healed he went home, but was not
accepted there anymore. So radical was the change
in him that his reappearance in the old neligh-
borhood generated no joy, no celebration, no
welcome home, only criticisms, questions and doubts.
Why was it that his old friends and neighbors

had sO much difficulty in being happy with his

good fortune? Why is it that we have so much
trouble rejoicing with the good news of others?
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his sight for his old way of living.

The story also ends with a final question for

each one of us. And that question 1Is the one which
the religious authorities ask Jesus. “Are we

also blind?” In their case, they couldn’t admit
their blindness and so couldn’t be healed. In
what ways are you blind? And are you willing to
be healed knowing the changes it will bring to
your life?




