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 “DON’T CALL IT JUNK”

Matthew 5:17-26
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On this particular day I was trying to sort out
a whole batch of .such material that I had collected
and stored 1n an empty desk drawer. For a while the
sorting process went very well as I put stories and
illustrations into different categories by subject
matter and placed them in appropriately labeled
manila file folders. The pile of materials had been
considerably reduced when the job began to drag.
Finally, I'd had enough. [ grabbed the remaining
papers, stuffed them into one large folder anc
noldly marked it “Miscellaneous.” I had a great
feeling of relief. I was also proud of myself that

[ hadn't labeled 1t "Junk.”

There was that word again, "miscellaneous.” As I

boured myself a cup of coffee, I thought of the
millions of different objects that must be stored
across the country in boxes and folders labeled
"Miscellaneous.” What a powerful word to mean so
many different things to so many different people,

Miscellaneous comes from the Latin verb “miscere,”
nmeaning ‘to mix.’ It describes things that cannot
be easily classified or put into a definite order,
Some things seem to resist ordering or classification.
There’s an opposite force at work. Have you noticed
that a lot of things in this world tend towarc
disorder?

Years ago when [ was studying physics in college, we
learned about something called the Second Law of
Thermodynamics. As I remember it, in simple terms
the Second Law states that the disorder of the




universe constantly increases. Things corrode,
fall apart, break down, wear out or are scattered.

When the grandchildren come to our house I understand
this law In a very real way. We do our best to
counteract the advance of disorder and 1t takes a

ot of energy to bring things back into some kind

of order.

It has been salid that we human belings have a built
in tendency to want to bring some order into life.
We are ordering creatures. Maybe that's because we
are aware that if we do not work at bringing some

order 1nto the world, most things tend toward
disorder. They do not remalin static. O0ne astute

observor of human nature put it this way: “As I

see 1t we are all somewhat territorial. Early in
life we stake out a little patch of the universe
that we consider our own. Much of life 1Is spent
trying to put order 1in our patch by arranging things
into patterns that are useful or pleasing to us.”

There are theologians who see our human propensity
for bringing some order into our own lives and into
the world around us a sign of transcendence, or 1n
other words a signal that God Is at work in and
through us.

The stories of creation in the Book of Genesis ir
the Bible describe God’s creating as bringing order

out of chaos. "In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep;




and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of
the waters.” The creation story tells how God brings
things 1nto order.

Later on In the 0ld Testament stories, Moses
delivered the Ten Commandments and a number of other
laws to his people. Human beings cannot live very
long in a state of anarchy. Any historical society
1s an order, a protective structure of meaning,
erected in the face of chaos. That’s what laws do -
bring some order into society by a majority of us
agreeing that there are some rules we all need to
follow 1f we are to live peacefully with one another,

Throughout most of human history beings have
believed that the created order of society, in one
way or another, corresponds to an underyling order
of the universe, a divine order that supports and
justifies all human attempts at ordering.

The problem comes when we either over-emphasize
order or no longer worry at all about disorder and
let things go completely to pleces. There’s always
a tension between order and disorder,

As I read the New Testament stories of Jesus, one
of his biggest disagreements with the very religious

people of his time was their demand for complete
order, for exact classification in every detail,

for trying to make rules for every situation and
their insistence on following all the rules to the
letter of the law without allowing for any exceptions,
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To emphasize the point of going beyond the law, Jesus
said, "for I tell you that unless your rlghteousness
exceeds that of the Scribes and Pharisees, you Will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

We all know people whose quest for order and classi-
fication becomes pathological. Everything and worse
still every person 1s put into some kind of category.,
There 1s no room for “miscellaneous.” A label is
applied to each individual.

To such people, an individual is either black or white
a sinner or saved, a hippy or a square, a nerd or not

a nerd, shy or outgoing. Those who label others will
say, "he’s a grouch,” "she’s a reactionary,” "he’s

uptight,” “she’s a radical.” With one label we can
squeeze the humanity out of the other person and turn
off our own humanity at the same time. Most labels
are limiting. There are very few labels that can
adequately describe an individual. I can think of
only two -- child of God and human being.

Some years back an unusual event took place in a
Broadway theatre in New York. It was Friday night
and the theatre was packed for a performance of
Tennessee William’s play “The Night of the Iguana,”
starring Dorothy McGuire. Just before the curtain
was about to rise, a woman In the audience -- an
overweight, middle-aged woman in a blue print dress--
startled the audience by suddenly shouting, “start
the show! Start the show!” I want to see Dorothy
McGuire!” "I love Dorothy McGuire!” The




people sitting next to her quickly moved out of their
seats not wanting to be assocliated with this mad woman.,
Ushers and the theatre manager tried to reason with
the woman. They tried to pull her out of her seat,
but she pulled back and continued to shout, "I want
to see Dorothy McGuire! JStart the show.”

After a moment of shocked silence, the people in the
audience decided they had a maniac in their midst and
began to get ugly, booing the woman and laughing
derisively and calling her names. The woman turned

to the shouters and again said, "All T want to see IS

Dorothy McGuire. Then I will leave.” There was more
name calling and things were edging toward chaos.

And then..then from behind the curtain, Miss McGuire
herself appeared. She crossed the stage over to the
Dlace where the woman was sitting and with remarkable
Doise and dgrace and kindness, extended her hand to her,
Quietly, willingly, the woman took her hand and Miss
McGuire led her gently toward the exit. hey reached
the edge of the auditorium, Miss McGuire paused,
turned toward the audience and said, "I'd like to
introduce you to another fellow human being.”

The audience was stilled, their name-calling and
taunts silenced by Miss McGuire’s compassion.

The grace of God means that God does not put us into

rigid categories. God does not put labels on us
except “Child of God” and "Human Being.” Nor does
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t’s what I like about the word, "miscellaneous.”
affirms diversity! It’s inclusive!
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We are to celebrate diversity and we do not need to
he afraid of a little disorder in the world around
US. Everything in our lives does not have to be put
In perfect order, or labeled or assigned a category.
To experience God's drace and for the sake of sanity,
it’s helpful for us to tolerate a little disorder
In our lives and in the lives of others.,
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Having a "miscellaneous box” can be an immense help.

Amen.,



