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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1989

"THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS”

Matthew 1:18-25

There 1s a mystery to Christmas that attracts
people of all ages., The stories surrounding
Christmas in the Bible are filled with dreams,

angels, visions, a vyoung woman precnant before
she is married, her fiance Joseph who marries

her anyway after God tells him in a dream to
do s0, shepherds seeing strange sights, wise
iien coming from the east, and more,

And before we ever hear about the baby born
in bethlehem, we have the 0la Testament
stories coming out of a people of God called
the Hebrews or Jews. This community claims
that the one God who created all things has a
covenant with them. From this people come
prophets who speak eof a new age, a time when
the Eternal Creator God will be present among
all people In a new way. The Bible Is not a
book of dogmatics or doctrines 1n these or

other stories, rather there is mystery. "Now
we see in a mirror dimly.”

We can see why the Gospel of Luke tells us
that Mary, the mother of Jesus, wonders how
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The same 1s true of our relationship with

God. The more we deepen that relationship,
the more mystery there is about God.
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's true in all of life. Not too many years

0, SUuch words as space anu time seemed
latively simple., Mystery was down-played,

W we are told that space 1s curved and we

k of time if we are in time or If time 1S
us.

usality was taken to be a straight-forward
fair, a chain with alternate links called
use and effect, But now we are told that
new event can be fully explained by its

tecedents, not even in nature, let alone
man nature; for in every new event there

e times of unpredictable newness.

metimes a new discovery Will cause us to
v: "“That mystery is solved.” And then we

nd that the new discovery has roused Six
ner mysteries,

cently, [ read an article by a physician

0 was reminding his colleagues to regain a
nse of mystery. he said, "Life and learning
ve drained from us that sense of wonder anc
e that used to sparkle in us as children.”

St doctors remember those early feelings of
nder that came with learning about the

Danding universe or viewing tor the ftirst
me cell life through a microscope. WMystery
both ends of the universe--the exquisitely

small and the infinite--delightea and intrigued



us. But then we also have to deal with
everyday matters--the world of bank balances,
cancer, mortgages, cocktail parties, inflation,
taxes, abused children. Surrounded on all
sides by crises and pressure, we concentrate

on the day-to-day crises and often neglect

the wonders and mysteries of life anc 1n so
doing we can grow dull and cynical.

Albert Einstein once said, “The most beautiful

thing we can experience 1s the mysterious.

[t is the source of all true art and science,
He to whom this emotion is a stranger, who

can no longer pause to wonder and stand rapt
In awe, 1S as good as dead.” On the other
hand, to be able to sense the mystery in
life, that's the center of true religlious
faith., Here are three things I want you to
let the mystery of Christmas do for you:

1. First, let the mystery of Christmas remind
you of the mysterious in all of life. If yoL
(o nothing else this Christmas season, take
time to stop, pause, wonder, stand 1n awe,
reflect, be aware of the holy.,

Mystery is at the heart of life. Do not let

it be deaa for you. If during this Christmas
season you can pass along that one 1dea--that
wonder and awe still exist, then you will be

getting at the heart of Christmas.

Fregerick Buechner wrote about Christmas:
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Christmas reminds us that God comes to us in
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mysterious ways--1in a manger and on a Cross.,
SometimeS 1In our childish conceltf, we disSmisSs
God, announcing ourselves atheists. What do
we really know? The fear of the Lora is the
beginning of wisdom. Not cringing ear, but
awe-stuck fear, which says with wonder, "“God’s
ways are not our ways.”

he mystery of Christmas does not mean that
we do not look for answers. Falith does not
mean falth going counter to knowledge, It

means faith in the light of knowledge and
faith as the beginning of new knowledge.

5. Thirdly, the mystery of Christmas speaks
to us of the mystery of God’'s redeeming love.
Again, God's ways are not our ways. God’s
redemption 1s quiet and lowly. It comes In
numility., God enters our history In a manger
Dirth, comes incognito.

The baby darows up and speaks words which

others had spoken but with a new emphasis, a
new authority. Then he i1s crucified. Anc
the conviction given to those who followec
him and were loved by him and loved him 1Ir
return, that he has overcome even death.
Then a strange community called the church,
What a mysterious way to change the world,
Goa’s ways are not our ways. Who could’ve
guessed that in all the abyss of space and

time, this would be God’s way.
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But is 1t not always love’s way to be humble
and lowly? Can love ever coerce? Must we
not always be free to belleve or not believe?
To accept God’s love or refuse? Thus Goc
comes as the servant in the house. God USES
the backstalirs at Bethlehem, not the front
stairs of pomp and power,

Who could’ve Imagined such redemption?
Mystery., But then God’s ways are not our
ways.

This Christmas then, ponder agdain the mystery.
God so loved the world--the whole world and
that includes you and me. AMEN,




