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"HOME FOR CHRISTMAS”

Christmas 1s the only holiday among all the
holidays when individuals want to be home. As
a result, this past Friday and Saturday there
were more travelers by air, by bus, by auto

and by train than at any other time 1in the
vear., As if we already didn’t know, I came

across a survey which found that Christmas is
the one time of the vear when most people want
to be home., It leads birthdays by three to

one, and the 4th of July by almost five to
one, But where is home? Is it where you were

Dorn, or where you grew up? Is 1t where your
parents are? 0Or grandparents? And what 1s It
about Christmas that makes us all want to be
home?

Someone pointed out that 1t’s a bit ironic
that the holiday we want most to spend at home
is centered around a mother and father who had
a baby away from home,

But there’s another side to the story. Recently
I was reading an article written by Dr. Kenneth

. Bailey, a Middle-Eastern expert who 1s ir
residence at the Ecumenical Center for Biblical
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We get glimpses of truly “being at home,” when
we find someone with whom we can be at home,
who can be at one with us, and through whom we
may find at-oneness with all.

There 1s a sense in which all our life 1s an
effort to overcome our feeling of separation

and to find each other in fulfilling relationships
and to be in relationship with God,

The Christmas event is the story of God’s

naving come among us, of our having heard from
NOME . In the baby born at Bethlehem, God has

touched our lives and this world In a new way,
[n Christmas, God is saying, "Here 1s my gift
of love. You have your ultimate home with
ne.” Jesus himself would say later, “In God’s
nouse are many rooms. I go to prepare a place
for you.”

Fach year at Christmas, the newspapers usually
nave one or more stories about someone coming
nome after having been gone for a time. Here’s
one of them: A woman in Houston named Beverly
Flliott had not seen her son Russell for four
vears, and had not heard from him in two years,
but she knew he was homeless somewhere in LOS
Angeles County. She talked to the FBI and the
Los Angeles Police Department. Then she put a
personal ad in the Los Angeles Times for 12
days in October. The ad said, "Russell L,

from Houston, or anyone knowing where he lives,
please call his mother collect (/713-447-5968),
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let God be at home in you. AMEN,



