SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1989

"IS GOD INDIFFERENT?"

Romans 11:355-56
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idea that God has reasons for causing something
tragic to happen personally to them.

Rabbi Kushner tells the story of a woman named
Helen, who noticed herself getting tired after
walking several

Dlocks or standing in line.

She chalked it up to getting older and having
puUt on some weight. Then she began to stumble

and fall over things. S0 she made an appointment

with her physician.

The diagnosis was multiple sclerosis. The
doctor explained that 1t was a degenerative

nerve disease,
Worse, maybe quickly, maybe dgradually over
many years,
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God 1s like life itself--the older we grow,
the more mysterious life becomes. We sometimes
say to a young person that when she grows up,
she will know more -- but that is only a half
truth., In general, an increasing experience
of 1ife only deepens the sense of mystery.

The more we know, the more the mystery drows.
To put it In another frame of reference--in a
sermon some months ago I quoted Dr. Lewis
Thomas who wrote, "What 1s the greatest of all
the accomplishments of Z0th century science?”

and his answer to his own question was--“The
agreatest accomplishment of 20th century science

has been the discovery of human ignorance.”

The Biblical scholars that I've been readingd
lately point out that our Jewish mothers and
father and our Christian ancestors, as well,
had thelir faith formed by mountains, desert
and tough terrain and thus became aware and
celebrated a sense of God’s indifference to
the assorted and puny hand-wringing anxieties
of human life, Our religious ancestors
discovered in the vast resources of divine
gisinterest, a freedom and a joy that cut
through much of contemporary pop theology.

[ agree with a theologican who wrote, “I find
myself increasingly uncomfortable with some of
the current Images of God as often found 1in
books and workshops that mix popular psychology
with a theology almost totally devoted to
self-realization. They seem to reverse the
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He went on to say, "I really don’'t want a God
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for my attention, eager for nothing in the
world so much as the fulfillment of my self-
potential.”
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at the center of everyone'’s attention, and end
up performing for an audience that isn‘t there.

In & socliety that emphasizes the limitless
possibilities of the individual self, i1t comes
as a strange freshness to be confronted by a
God indifferent to the petty, self-conscious
desires that consume us. -

A study of history and science can give us
some of the humility we need,

H. G. Wells in his book, OUTLINE OF HISTORY, a
lucia account of the history of humankind,
written in 1920 wrote: “Not only 1s space
from the polint of view of life and humanity
empty, but time 1s empty also. Life 1s like a
little glow, scarcely kindled yet, in these
vold Immensities.”

A modern-day physicist, Freeman Dyson, reading
what H., G, Wells wrote salid in response: "It
was important for Wells and for me, that the
stage 1s large and humanity small. An awareness
of our smallness may help to redeem us from
the arrogance which 1s the besetting sin of
scientists.” The same can be said for those
of us who claim to be religious. We need a

sense 0f perspective which can lead to humility,
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Another scientist wrote: Ninety-nine percent
of all the species that have lived on earth
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