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“THE DANGER OF EMPTINESS”

Matthew 12:43-45
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Emptiness can be a dangerous condition. And
not only with houses or discarded refrigerators.
in empty life, and empty Institutions are

also invitations to unwelcome guests and
therefore to trouble,

In the Bible story read earlier, Jesus
describes an individual who got rid of ar
evil spirit in his life. He cleaned up his

life, but left it empty. Not long after,
said Jesus, the evil spirit was looking

adain for a place to live and seeing his
former residence empty and clean, went back
there to live and brought seven of his best
devil friends to live there with him. Thus,
sald Jesus, the last state of that persor
became worse than the first., Jesus was
implying that this can happen to any one of
us.

SO this 1s much more than a story about
devils. It's a story about all of us and.
about the institutions we create and about
the nations we live in. It's a story about
the dangers of emptiness. What are some of
the ways in which emptiness is dangerous?

1. First of all, there is a danger in
emptiness because evil in the world is very
persistent, anag evil loves a vacuum. It
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deadly than the so-called seven deadly sins.

Incidentally, the seven cardinal virtues
which can become deadly are these according

to tradition--prudence, justice, temperance,
fortitude, faith, hope, and love,

Sometimes, too, we are so proud of some of
our virtues, that they hide our more deadly
Sins. [t has been said, for example, that
Alexander the Great was so proud of his
chastity--proud that contrary to the custom

of his times, he refused to violate the
wives and daughters of his captives. Yet
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Adolph Hitler was a model human being in
some ways. He prided himself on the fact
that he was sober and never drank, a
vegetarian, and lived a rather spartan life,
But seven other devils had moved into that

empty house.,

Some of the biggest swindlers and cheats in
history have had clean personal lives which
they prided themselves on. People with a

lust for power, wit
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manipulate and humiliate and harm others who
dget In their way are the ones who cause the
most trouble in the world. And they are




frequently the ones who believe they have

gotten rid of the evil in their lives and
into the emptiness, seven other devils have

moved.,

[ think most of us continually underestimate
the power and persistence of evil. Many
years ago a popular book by J. B. Phillips
was entitled, YOUR GOD IS TOO SMALL., Someday

['m going to do a sermon with the title,

YOUR DEVIL IS TOO SMALL,

This parable which we are considering today
1S more about the persistence of evil than

the power of evil. Jesus 1is reminding uUs
that often we get rid of one set of sins and

without our being aware of it, replace it

with some new sins. For example, a person

1S converted to Christ, makes a number of
positive changes in his or her life, and

then without knowing it becomes self-righteous
and judgmental of other people,

A Franciscan monk was describing the merits
of the various Roman Catholic monastic
orders, He said, "We Franciscans do not

have the scholarly abilities and the

intellectual astuteness of the Augustinians;
we do not have the practical and artistic

abilities of the Benedicti
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we are also empty.

Nor 1s 1t enough to reach a plateau and
think, “Now I've got it made. My life is
all nice and clean.” 1It's precisely at that
point that we are most vulnerable. Into the
vacuum, Into the
devils and we are worse off than before.
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back waiting for 1t to happen to us. It
means letting God’'s spirit and power fill
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Among other things, worship is the
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process of taking time out to pay attention
to our spiritual growth and development. It
1S taking time out to let God’'s spirit fill
us.

To some people this may not sound very
sensational or exciting. However, preventative
measures are never as exciting as rescuing
someone who 1Is already In deep trouble,
Rescue 1s always more dramatic, but 1t IS

short lived,

You have heard me say from this pulpit time
and time again, that God’s spirit and love
are always around us and within us. 6od
desires to fill any and all emptiness that
exists within us, but God does not force it,
We have to be open to letting God’s spirit
Into those parts of our lives that are empty.
Remember the words of Jesus, "“Behold I stand
at the door and knock; if any one hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in.”
AMEIN,




