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"BEING FAITHFUL IS ENOUGH”

Luke 1/:5-10

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8,

1969
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have carried out vyour ministry--a ‘Thank You’

or some other kind of reward I'S unnecessary
and 1S not to be expected. Being faithful in
dolng what you are supposed to do 1Is enough.
[t is a reward in 1tself.”

The parable could be re-told this way: “Will
the two-star General, visiting the Army barracks
in West Texas, say to the Sergeant 1n charge,
"Here Sergeant, let me wash that floor; 1

notice 1t’'s not clean. Then ‘let’s sit down

and talk about Army life?’ Will the General
not rather sav., 'Sergeant, get to it.’ When

that Sergeant finishes his work, he will not
expect to be thanked by the General, but will

realize that he has simply done his duty.”

This parable 1s an especially important one
for us to hear in these days when we seem to
believe that we deserve extra rewards or

credits for carrying out the responsibilities
that are ours, or for doing the job we agreed
to do in the first place,

Some Christians even anticipate an extra bonus
for living the life that Christ expects them
to live. People think they should be pald a
bonus for being responsible moral human beings,
for doing what they are supposed to do, for
doing their duty. In fact to some, “duty” has
become a bad word. It implies dullness or
drudgery. This parable saying “duty” is a

good word and that there 1s an 1nner joy which




comes from doing one’s duty.
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than Oak Park’s,
passed a law granting a $4,000 annual tax
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pay or some other Kind of reward for everything
we did. If we did our job well, then the
reward was bullt in--the satisfaction of
Knowing that we had done our duty.

All of us seven children made better-than-
average drades 1in school, but we were not pald
to do so. We knew that we were expected to do
our best and the joy came from knowing that we
had done our best.

This parable then, makes two main points;
wel’ve already been talking about the firgct.

1. Doing what God has eauipped you to do;
doing your duty in your family, 1n your daily
work, 1in your volunteer work at the church or
In other places 1s a joy 1n 1tself, No special
thank you or recognition 1s necessary. In 3
church like this one, Sunday Church School
teachers, choir members, ushers, TV volunteers,
greeters, 1ndividuals who serve on Churcr
Boards and Committees--all do their jobs,

carry out their duties in a responsible fashion
not because of any reward they are expecting,
or for the recognition they get, but for the
joy of doing the job itself.

To carry the theme further, being a moral,
upright, responsible and caring person is what
1S expected of us as Christians and 1t 1s 1ts
own reward.
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The second point Jesus wants to make with
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that God'’s love is not earned by what we do.

[T IS
love,

freely given, It is God's nature to

[f you do your duty because by doing it you
expect to earn God’s love, vyou have misunderstood
the nature of love itself. Love that has to

might

e earned is not love. O0On the other hand, you

De Inspired to do vyour duty because you

already know that God loves you. And to know
that is enough. AMEN.,




