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“AT LEAST DO SOMETHING!”

Luke 16:1-9

Most of you are familiar with the televisior
series called "“DALLAS,” even though you might
not watch the program very often. The central
character in that series, J. R. EwWing, reminds

me of one of the characters in a parable Jesus
told; the one that was read to you earlier.

The story Jesus told was about a very wealthy
individual who had an executive vice-president
running his business, and reports kept coming
to this rich man that his chief executive
officer was not doing the job he was supposed
to do. The charges in general were that “he
was wasting the owner’s goods.” 0One guess 1S
that he was not following through on collecting
the rent and managing the business. In
accounting language, the “Accounts Receivable”
were too nigh. Perhaps he was both sloppy in
his work and lazy.

Incidentally, the parable does not say whether
these charges were true or not. The original
text simply leaves this open. It is possible
even to find in it a hint that the manager had
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shrewdness and a certain amount of practical
wisdom are necessary for living in this world.
He told his disciples, for example, "To be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” It
reminds me of the old saying, “Trust everyone,
put cut the cards.”

In other words, Jesus never sudggested that
religious people are to be naive about the
complex actions and motivations of human
peings,

That’s why [ said in the beginning of this
sermon that the man in the parable who acted

so cleverly reminds me of J. R. Ewing 1in
"DALLAS.” J. R, acts out of a clear recognition
of what kind of game he is playing; crises may
set him back for a few minutes of deliberation,
but he always seems to recover in some way.

We admire such cleverness from a distance. We
would not really want to be in J. R.’'s situation,
pbut we would like to have his ability to get

out of the lesser scrapes and crises 1n which

we find ourselves.,

S0 there are several very practical things
which Jesus wants to remind us of by using the
parable. First of all, use your cleverness
ana creativity to further the work of God in
this world and 1f you can’t do everything, at
least do something. The manager knew he
couldn’t collect all the money owed to his
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a young gentleman riding by in a handsome
carriage pulled by a team of norses, 0One man
said to the other, "He’ll never have to worry.

His family owns the biggest horse carriage
ousiness in the area.”

In spite of this cartoon, there are many people
Who are good at looking ahead in thelir own
businesses or professions, but when 1t comes to
t

neir spiritual lives, they are still in the
orse and buggy days. They seem unable to

make the decisive and crucial spiritual
decisions that are so important.

Thirdly, the manager in this parable was
resourceful and I think that’s another reason
ne was praised. He had a good imagination,
Wny should the church or the individual
Christian be any less resourceful? We need to
remember that piety is not equivalent to
dullness.

But there’s more to the meaning of this parable
than even these practical suggestions of how

to live in God’s world. The central theme of
the story is money or as Jesus calls money in

this parable--"Unrighteous Mammon.” By calling
money, “Unrighteous Mammon,” Jesus IS sayingd
that for too many people money is “god,” or

the “lord of an unrighteous world.” He 1is
saying that many people believe that money
rules the world and lives their lives as if
that were so.
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BUT Jesus, surprisingly, does not tell us to
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taken from us as well,
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reminding us that when the crisis comes, to

act decisively, creatively, to not sit on our
hands--to at least do something. AMEN,
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