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“DEATH AND THE MEANING OF LIFE"

Luke 12:16-21
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found a way to be useful to other human beings.
He works with young people because he likes and
understands them. After they get beyond his
strange appearance, they seem to like him too.
He has a brilliant mind. But he has told the
young people with whom he works nothing about
nis physical condition. They don’t know about
Nis frequent trips to the hospital. He 1is
simply one human being relating in love to
other human beings. He does not suffer the
1llusion of Immortality.

What would Dbe your reaction to this siltuation?
Would you be filled with self-pity? Would you
always be trying to wring that last ounce of
self-gratification out of every precious second?
Would you always be looking out for number one?
Would you have no time for others and their
cares and worries? Or 1Is this the way you are
already living?

Jesus told a story about another man. This

man, as far as we know, had no unusual health
problems. He had everything in terms of material
Dossessions. He was a rich farmer. He had so
nuch that he didn’t have room to store 1t all

and he was highly pleased with himself and his
increasing wealth.

Furthermore, because he was wealthy, he also
thought he was wise., In fact, he thought
himself so wise and so deserving of all that he
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would die like all the rest of us--rich or

poor, He refused to think about the fact that
ne would one day die., He thought that what he
nad was all there was,

We human beings are quite different from the
~animals and insects in creation when 1t comes

to the matter of death. HNature treats death as

a normal, everyday occurrence. An Octopus lays

a million eggs to produce one surviving offspring.
Flies, buzzards, bacteria and many other

creatures build their careers around the fact
of death.

Only we human beings treat death with shock and
revulsion, as though we can’t dget used to the
reality, universal though it may be. Every
numan culture devises elaborate ceremonies to
nark the final passage of a human being. Even
those of us in the Christian west, with our
traditional belief in an afterlife, dress up
our corpses in new clothes, embalm them anc
bury them in airtight caskets and concrete or
steel vaults to slow natural decay. In some of
our practices, we act out a stubborn reluctance
to this riost powerful of human experiences.,

Yet it is when we take our own death into
account that we begin to understand life., If
there were no death in front of us, we would
probably not ponder the meaning of life, because

there would be nothing to concentrate our minds.,
[T there were no end to look forward to either




with fear, hope or resignation, we would live

with less self-consciousness, and perhaps life
would have less meaning.

Death limits our lives and makes them precious
to us. Death also makes our lives mysterious.
What kind of being is it that can reflect on
1ts own life, 1ts origin and its end and then
cease to be?

ne brevity and preciousness of life, the fact

nat death and the ability we have to reflect
bon the meaning of our own existence, all

combine, in most people to produce a mood or
disposition that can be called religious. And
people who are relidious arrive at the conviction
that the world as we see it and know It 1S not
all there is--that there 1s always more than
there appears to be.

C o+ —

Wihat then does our Christian faith have to say
Dout death and the meaning of 1ife?

Q)

1. First of all, Jesus reminds us in this
parable and in a number of other places that
there comes a time in each person’s life, when
our soul is required of us. The one inevitable
fact of our life 1s our death. We always live

on borrowed time, That's why Jesus told a
number of other stories similar to this one
which all remind us to take into account the
fact that one day we are going to die and we do
not know what day or hour that will be.
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Here’s what one woman wrote in poetic form:
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3, Thirdly, remember Jesus said, "I have come
that you might have life and have it abundantly.”
The emphasis of our faith is on life and not on
death. The empty tomb iIs our ultimate symbol.
This does not mean of course that we deny or
avoid death, but it does mean that we look at
death and are able to deal with it in a new way
when we pelieve that true life, eternal life,
begins here and now in this life,

Another way to say it is, life with God begins

in the here and now, and not only after death.
Wie believe that God’s spirit revealed in Jesus

lives in us in the midst of our lives and also
lives in us in our life after this life. In
fact, it 1Is our belief as Christians that after
this life, after passing through death, we will
be in a relationship with God in a new way and
that we will be with God forever. HNow that'’s
Good hews. AMEN,




