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"A LESSON IN HUMILITY”

Luke 14:/7-14

Jesus was a freguent guest at dinner parties.
As the Gospel of Luke shows in the passage just
read, Jesus used these occasions as opportunities

for teaching. One day when he was present for
dinner at the home of a prominent leader in the

community, he noted how some of the guests
immediately and almost without thinking went to
the seats of honor, those nearest the host and
nostess or what we today might call in a large
banguet, the head tanle, or table number one.
These particular guests simply assumed since
there were no name cards at the seats that the
places of honor were for them, If not for
them, for whom? A qguick look around the room
convinced them that certalinly no one there was
more deserving than they. So without a trace
of modesty, they took thelr places and let the
rest of the yuests fend for themselves.

The seating of guests at parties can be a

problem especially when most of the people
present think they are celebrities and more
deserving of honor than other guests. According

to the news reports a few weeks ago, Malcom
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This parable from Jesus speaks to us on at
least two levels.
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In our fiercely competitive culture, with its
intensified social stratification and its passion
for wealth and prestide, note the contrast of
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became obedient to God even unto death. And

vet all through his life he dwarfed everyone
around nim; in moral stature towered head and
shoulders above all his contemporaries.

SO0 at one level, this parable is to help us
laugh at some of our own Silly pretensions in
human relationships. It is a lesson in humility.

2. However, the story also speaks to uUS on a
second level, for it is much more than a simple

lesson in table etiquette or the folly of ststus
seeking or celebrity worship.

At 1ts deepest fieaning, the parable gives us an
insight into the nature of God’s creation and
God’s relationship to us, and the way in which
God’s communlity operates.

The parable remlnds us that there is no place
for our kind of pride in our status or for
thinking of ourselves as superior or inferior

in the community of God. For in that Community,
God will seat people as God knows they deserve,
And the Bible reminds us that “God’s ways are
not our ways."”

In this parable and in many others, Jesus
reminds us that from God’'s point Of view, many
of us will be surprised, We are going to meet
people who have been assigned high places by
50d that we would never have dreamed of; and we
are golng to find others down at the lower end




of the table whom we expected to see at the

top,
And the maln point that Jesus makes here and 1in
many other places 1is that the truly humble are
always surprised that they are asked to move to
the head of the table. They say, “Who? Me?”
nose with true humility aren’t aware of the
fact. They are surprised by any honor. They
do their good deeds out of faithfulness and do
not expect any recognition or “Thank Yous."”
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What 1s the source of such humility and goodness?
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stressed our "God-given” status, our latent
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