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SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, 1989

"THE SEEING EYE"

Luke 4:16-19; 11:34-36
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Bernard Shaw, the English writer once said,

“The only man who behaves sensibly 1S my
tailor; he takes my measurements anew every
time he sees me, while all the rest go on with

their old measurements and expect me to fit
them.”

[t happens all the time. People form a certain
opinion of us In our personal or professional

lives; and even though we grow, develop anc
change, if they are asked to express an opinion

of us, are very apt to judge or evaluate us by
what they knew of us in a verv early stage of

development., Unlike the tailor, they do not
take a new measurement and thus are blind to
what we have become.

As parents, we have the tendency to not take
new measurements of our children as they drow
and mature., We are tempted to think of them
always as children who don’t know very much,
who can’t make decisions. And children as
they grow up are often blind to the fact that
thelr parents have continued to grow and change
and mature.

dlindness 1s widespread. [ remember a story
in the newspapers about a young black man who
nad been told that the was retarded at age 14,
He was 1In prison and had been given an I.Q.
test on which the score was computed to be 69.
You are seriously retarded he was told.
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see, Take Zacchaeus as one example.,

When Jesus saw him up in the tree, he said,
“Come down quickly, for I am going to stay at
your house today. I want to eat at your

table.” It was probably the first time in a
long time that anyone had seen anything good

in Zacchaeus. Others had only seen a short,
little man, a tax-collector, a cheat, a traitor.

The Bible doesn’t tell us the conversation

between Jesus and Zacchaeus when they had
dinner together. but we do know that as 3

result, Zacchaeus was on the way to becoming a
changed individual. He began to behave
according to the best that was in him and not
the worst., He promised to give half his wealth
to the poor, and also promised that if he had
defrauded anyone, he would pay it back four

times over,

Jesus was not blind to the best 1n people. He
saw possibilities that others did not see in
Peter and Andrew, James and John, Mary Magdalene,
the other Mary, Martha and In countless others.

ne Good kews of the Christian Faith is that
just as Jesus did not judge Zacchaeus by his

past, God does not judge us by what God Knows
of our past. Like the tailor, God takes a new
measurement of each one of us all the time.

God does not have the blind spots that we

have. With God there are always new beginnings
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to evolve--thus there will always be a need to
keep seeing things in new ways. In his
remarkable book, COMIWNG GF AGE IN THE MILKY
WAY, Timothy Ferris traces the history of how
humankind has viewed the universe beginning
with the ancient Sumerian, Chinese and Korear
astronomers, through the Egyptians who regarded
the sky as a kind of tent canopy, supported by

ne mountains that demarked the four corners

f the earth up through our present understanding
f the cosmos. His survey only underscores

the need to continue to be open to new ways of
Sseeing God’s creation and God’s workings.

O O

Seeing God and God’s creation In new ways can
e compared to the discovery of the “hidden
victures” 1In children’s magazines.

You look at a sketch that appears to be a tree
and a pond. Then someone asks you to look
more closely--to look for something you had no
reason to belleve was there. JSuddenly you see
camouflaged objections in the scene; the
branches become a fish or a pitchfork, the
lines around the pond hide a toothbrush. Ro
one can talk you Into seeing the hidden
pictures. You are not persuaded the objects
are there. Either you see them or you don't.
BUT once you have seen them, they are plainy
there whenever you look at the drawing. You
wonder how you missed them before.




10

God’s creation is filled with such hidden

victures which we can miss because of our
nlindness., But we can be healed.

Here’s a short eye test for you which may help
vou determine whether or not you are beingd
healed of your blindness,

1. Do you see, that 1S, understand God
differently from what you did only a few vears
ago? fAre you open to new ways of knowing Goc

and discovering new ways of God working in the
world and in vour life?

2. Are you open to new 1deas, new ways of

doing things? Or do you find refuge 1n seeing
things 1n the same old way? In other words,

are you willing to examine your basic assumptions?

35, Are vou willing to admit how little vyou
KNOW and to begin to understand that no matter
oW much we grow 1in knowledge and understanding

there 1s still mystery.,

Having our blindness healed does not give Us
perfect sight. We know that there is always
vet more truth to be discovered in God’s
creation. AMEN.




