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"THE LISTENING EAR”

Mark 4:1-9
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In this sermon, what I am calling "Christ-1like

Listening” can be seen as having at least
three components:

1. The first component is illustrated by this
letter from the young man to his parents--the
need for listening with understanding, or as
we call it today "Active Listening.”

A parent told me that this past Summer his
teenade daughter came home about an hour late.

He was angry that she had violated what he
considered to be a rather liberal curfew for a

young woman of her age. As she started to
explain her lateness, he was about to reprimand
ner. He decided, however, to truly listen to
ner explanation., When she had finished, he
understood the predilcament that she had found
nerself in when she tried to get a ride home
at the right time. He said little but listened
a lot. A few days later, she spontaneously
<issed him and said, “Thanks a lot for
Understanding what happened a couple of nights

ago,"”

Recently a person said to me, “Well, T may not
Know a lot, but at least I'm a good listener.”
Yet it 1s freguently the case that an individual
who prides herself on being a good listener

may be g passive listener and not an active

one,
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need to be,

And contrary to popular opinion, 1t 1s often
the good talker who makes the best listener.
A gooa talker (by which I do not mean the
egomaniacal bores who always talk about
themselves), a good talker 1s sensitive to
expression, to tone and color and Inflectior
In human speech., Jesus was a good talker and
& good listener.

Good talkers are also those people who are
open and honest about their own feelinags which

tends to help others to be open and honest In
expressing themselves., To help others be good
listeners, I believe we have the responsibility
to express ourselves clearly, to say what we
mean.

[ remember years ago in the first parish I
served, a church member was very upset with
me--about what I can’t remember, but instead
of saying to me -- "I'm upset with you"” and
giving me the reason, she said to me, “I'm
quitting the church.” Maybe that opening was
only to get my attention, and she certainly
got it, but 1t would have been easier for both
of us If we could’ve deglt with the matter

straight out.

SO the first part of Christ-like listening is
to listen with understanding to others and
that iIncludes listening to our enemies.




sometimes they are more honest with us than

our friends.
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Listen to your body. The body expresses the
soul or spirit of a person and it does this in
illness as much as in good health, It can




even be said that 1llness expresses the soul

more dramatically than health in the same way
that a good carlcature expresses essentlal
aspects of a person more clearly than photographs
taken 1In uncharacteristic situatlions.,

Pay attention to vour i1llnesses and to vyour
aches and pains., It’s one way of listening to
vourself., As we learn more about what illnesses

are saying, we may one day hear a commerical
which says: “What do doctors recommend? 1In a

~ecent survey three out of four doctors
“ecommended a restored human relationship,

listening to God and becoming part of a group
of loving, listening, caring people, as remedies
for colds and nagging aches and pains.”

3, hirdly, when Jesus said, “Those who have
ears to hear, let them hear,” he was reminding

US not only to listen to others and to ourselves,
out also to listen to God, Now the fact is,
of course, that by listening carefully to
others, 1ncluding our enemies and those who
are different from us and by paylng attentior
to our 1nner selves, we are already listening
to (God.

BUt we can hear God in other ways as well., It

is no surprise that the Bible uses hearing,

not seeing, as the predominant image or metaphor
for the way human beings know and experience
God, The Blble never speaks of people seeingd
God, but it is filled with stories of people
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nearing God, beginning all the way back In the

Nook of Genesis with Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden.

Think of 1t this way. If I can’t see you for
some reason, but can only hear you, you don’t
exist for me in space, which 1S where seeing
happens. When I only have the sound of you to
go by, I don’t experience you as an object the
way I would if you stood before me--something
I can walk around, look at from all angles.,

In only hearing you, I experience you more
like the wav 1 experience the beating of my

own heart or the flow of my thoughts.

ow of course, we don’t hear God throudgh our
ears in the same way we might hear another
person’s voice, except of course as I mentioned
earlier, God sometimes speaks to us through
others. Part of the mystery of the preaching
of sermons 1S that God speaks to you through
the words of the preacher.

God speaks to us through our hearing the Bible
read and through our own reading and study of
the Bible. But God also speaks to us through
silence, throudgh our inner-being and through
our dreams, our insights, and our visions.

"Listen,” said Jesus, "to those who have ears
to hear, let them hear.” Listen not only with
your ears, but with your whole self--listen to
others, to yourself and to God. Then we will
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