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over to the powerful 1dea of a more participative

democratic form of government, and in so doing
laid their lives on the line.

That’'s what happened in this country in the
1950's and 1960’'s, in the non-violent civil
rights movement. Here were ordinary people who
gave themselves to the idea that all human
beings deserve equal treatment under the law,
and that people should not be discriminated
against because of the color of their skin.

That’s what’s happening right now also 1n South
Africa by those who oppose apartheid.

In fact, if we look at the matter closely, we
can see that all the time we are being used by
ideas of various kinds. Unfortunately some are
"ong 1deas. For example, there are people who
e still being used by the i1dea that people of
ne skin color are better than another and some
e still being used by the 1dea that women are
nferior and are to be ruled by men., Sometimes
ne lust for power and fame takes us over. Or
at other times, the idea of being true only to
our selfish desires takes charge of us.
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In the past several years, I’'ve become personally
acquainted with Jeb Magruder, one of the key
individuals in the Watergate Affair some year
adgo, Jeb is now a United Church of Christ
minister in one of our large churches In
Columbus, Ohio. You will remember that he

served some time in a federal prison for his




part in the Watergate scandal. 1've heard Jeb
say a number of times in talking about Watergate,
that very few of the people who were guilty in
the affair, including himself, had any sense of
understanding or appreciation of democratic
ideals or principles. They were being true
only to themselves and that was to win the
election at any cost. They had not given
themselves over to any dreater idea. They
never really rose above thelr personal desires.
Thelir basic loyalties were too narrow. And

these people, himself included, he likes to
—emind us, were products of upper-middle-class

respectablility, educated in the best colleges
and law schools.,

We are all the time being used by ideas and our

desires. What we have to do 1S choose which
ones shall use us; which ones are worthy; whicr

ones are 1n agreement with the life and teachings
of Jesus. That's the only way we can transcenc
our own selfish desires and narrow loyalties.,

The disciple Peter, with the help of Jesus, was
able to transcend his desires. He gave himself
over to a dreater idea--that of following God’s
Will as experienced in Jesus rather than his
own will. He gave himself over to the idea
that there is more to life than satisfying
small personal desires and appetites; there is
more to life than getting all you can get and
trying to hang onto i1t; that there 1s more to
life than the lust for power and money.




People often say, "1t doesn’t matter what you

do as long as you have faith.” But faith ir
what or in whom? A person could have all the
faith in the world in a bright red umbrella--so
much faith as to go to the top of the Empire
State Building in New York City, open the
umbrella and jump. But that person’s tremendous
faith in that bright red umbrella would not

save him or her from being killed when hitting
the ground. It is not always how much faith we
have, but In whom we have our faith.

The greatest moment in a person’s life is when
he or she, like the disciple Peter, turns the
corner and by giving oneself over to a worthy
and powerful 1dea begins to transcend one’s own

self-centered desires,

Frequently, the sign that a child has passed
from his or her childish stage and is on the
way to becoming a mature adult 1s when that
individual discovers some important frame of
reference outside himself or herself and can
say, “I belong to that,” or "That is my goal,
[‘'m going to work for that.” In fact, the
turning point in our lives 1S not when we say
"That belongs to me,” but when we are able to
say, "I belong to that,” and it is a worthwhile
group or cause that benefits our human life
together.

And then something else usually begins to
happen. For while it 1s true that one does not
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