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"WHAT MAKES YOU BLUSH?"

Jeremiah 6:135-15

"They did not know how to blush!” said Jeremiah

of the people of his time. They had no sense

of shame about anything. Nothing embarrassed
them any more. “They did not know how to

blush.,” Jeremiah’s indictment 1s also relevant
for us. We too can lose our sense of shame.
We can stop blushing., We can become too cool,

too detached, insensitive. 1o put 1t another
way--there can be something good about blushing.
In this sermon today, I'm going to be advocating
more blushing for all of us and the kind of
blushing that will lead to action.

What about you? Have you stopped blushing?
Or to ask the question in another way--"“What
makes you blush?” No doubt there are times
when all of us blush. Many people like to
think they are unshockable, but most of us
still blush at public Immodesty. And while
young people are sald to be remarkable in
"keeping thelr cool,” I doubt that the blushing
mechanism has been completely put on ice In
most of the younger generations. In fact,
most of us still have our blusning response
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myself blushing at times. And there are times
when [ blush because of the explicit sexual
scenes and those with raw violence now frequently
a part of the movies, both in movie theaters

and on television,

What makes vou blush? Many people blush quite
naturally and understandably,

However, there’s another kind of blushing that
enough of us, who call ourselves Christians,

may not be doing. And that’s what the prophet
Jeremiah was concerned about when he said,

"They did not know how to blush.” Jeremiah
was talking about the flushed, hot humiliation
in the face of intolerable facts; the standing
accused of one’s complicity in something that
1s terribly damaging to our brothers anc
sisters in the human race, the blush that

burns the face and the soul. Jeremiah was
talking about the blush that leads to confession
and a resolution to change things,

[t was this level of blushing, or rather the
no-blushing 1ssue which the prophet was talking
about again and again., The incredible hypocrisy
of some of the most religious people of his
time, boasting in thelr wisdom and lying

through their teeth; the greed of the already
rich, angling for more by an unconscionable
exploiting of the poor, the maintenance of an
Jnusually good deal by the professional
religious leaders of his time, healing the
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alarm has gone off inside of you somewhere;
that the blood has gone charging through your
system, making vour body squirm and your face

red,

Non-violent protests such as we have seen
taking place in China during the past weeks
are a kind of public blushing, The non-violent

demonstrations in this country especially
during the 1960's around the issue of civil
rights were also a kind of public blushing,

There is a moral power in this kind of blushing
which in 1its own way begins to bring about

change,

What makes vou blush? There’s a lot to blush
about.

Not very long ago, I read in the Wall Street
Journal about one of the higher-ups in the
Defense Department who told about visiting an
industrial plant that was running a year behind
its defense project schedule., After a couple
of hours 1t was apparent the company knew it
would be at least a year off schedule on the
day the contract was signed. He said, "I

asked the manager why he offered to do the job
in one year less than was possible.” The
essence of his reply was, “Yes, we Knew we
could not meet the terms of the contract, but
there was no way to get the contract if we

told the truth.” And the manager didn’t blush

a bit.
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Hershey, the writer, has been a frequent

visitor in the 6th Circuit Court of Connecticut,

sitting in New Haven. What he saw there caused
him to blush., Here’s how he described the
scene,

"The

oth Circuit Courtroom which some New
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our dealing lightly with our own lives, as
well as dealing lightly with the lives of
others and dealing lightly with our relationship

to God.

Blushing 1s a kind of public exposure. Qur
very nerve ends stand exposed., But 1S this
ot our calling as Christians--to be 1n the
most raw sense aware of the palns and torments
of our brothers and sisters of the human race
and of the pains and torments of mother earth,

[ believe that when we blush, God blushes with
SRR The GOOd News IS that God 1s aware o1t the

Dains ana torments of all of us and God wants
to work through us to bring healing. AMEN,




