SUNDAY, MAY 28,

"ALL ABOUT HANDS”

Luke 12:16-21,

Look at vo

8
W
S

ey say about you?
en the person 1n charge says, "Let’s have a
hands!” And hands go

-

=

ow of

room.
ask the students to raise thel

vou look at the hands

guite a sh
rough hanc

hands.

at a person’s hands and I'm not talking about

Or in a class,

S, Smooth hanc

9:57-62

Ur hands for a moment. What do
We've all been 1In meetings

the teac

1989

Up all over the
ner wWill ofter

~ hands., Wher

that are raised, 1t’s
owing--big hands, little hands,
S, clean hands, dirty

You can tell a lot by looking carefully

the kind of soap or detergent or lotion a
DErSON USES.,

Years ago in the summer time,

1

S
8
T

a

il

-

Drea
all r
e peo

cher for a nunm
Ural church an
Dle after the

nat most of the men

Deople who worked Wit
nands were large and

ber of S
d as I s
service,

N thelr
"ough Cco

A

=

i

I was the fill-
ndays 1In a

00K hands with
| Cowtd tell

Dresent were farmers or

ands., Their
pared to mine.

Although I'm not sure how much can be told
about a person’s future by the reading of



one’s palms, SO
ing closely at his or her hands.

person by 1ook
A nervous or uptlight perso
clenching the fists and ca
have different

thelir palms tha

and easy goin
do reveal som

personality.

g,

€

cinds of wrinkles and lines 1in
N an 1ndividual who 1s relaxec
NUsS the lines 1n our hands

me clues can be had about a

N, one who 1s always
nnot relax will

things about our character and

What a marvelous human instrument the hand
can be trained to do such

1%

T
W

0
T

WONC
relaxec
traineg

[

Dlar

Our hanc
pbeautiful and

nands of a surgeon, or the
or violinist, or the hands of a
naseball, football or basketball player. We
often hear a sports com
person has a marvelous

1st,

S

helpful things.

I think of the
nands of a concert

mentator say--that
pair of hands. Or

nink of the touch of a loving person’s hands

e

ner

hand o0

nat everythi

erful sen

hecal
nands

w

-

N one 1Is feeling bad.

A person puts his

vour shoulder and tells vou
g is going to be all right. Or
perhaps you’ve had a massage and felt the

sation of having your muscles
se 0of someone’s talented and

N addition to all of this, our hands and
nat we do with them are symbolic of how we

bproach life and its problems. In these
en we seem to face so many kinds of

W

a

days wr
problems 1in 0O
there are a n

A

v

r country a
mber of thi

e

rﬂ

d in the world,
gs we can do Wwith



our hands. Let’s look at some of them.

1. First, we can wring our hands! The world
and the church are full of hand-wringers.
These are the people who take their stand
beside a wailing wall and moan, “Isn‘t it
awful? The world 1s going to the dogs. Woe
is me., It's terrible. There’s not an honest
person left anywhere.” And they wring their
nands., Or an individual will say, "Poor me,
All of my problems are caused by others,

Nobody understands me or cares for me.” And
they wring their hands in self-pity.

Elijah, the prophet, at one point In his life
became a hand-wringer. He was afrald and ran
to hide In a cave and there he sat, wringingd
his hands. When God asked him what he was
doing there, hiding in a cave, Elijah replied,
"The world 1Is coming apart at the seams. All
is lost and I, even I only, am left and they
seek my life to take it away.”

We know the feeling. There are plenty of
troubles all around us. We are told almost

daily that drug usage especially among voungd
people 1S on the rise., We read about the

ethics problems of people 1n Congress. The
environment we live in 1s under threat. More
and more people In this country are going to
bed hungry each night, and most of them are
children. Homelessness 1S Increasing.




But what can be done about 1t all? Just
wringing one’s hands over a situation has
never accomplished anything but paralysis 1n
all the time since history began.

2. Secondly, we have people who instead of

wringing their hands in despair, quietly fold
their hands and I'm not talking about folding
their hands in prayer. [ mean folding their
hands in a "I don’'t care atittude.” It’'s one
of the easiest things to do with one’s hands.

That 1s why S0 many people do it.

What do the hand-folders care about what
happens to others and to the world-at-large?
When confronted with immorality of any Kind,
their standard answer is “People have always
been doing those kinds of things. So what?”
And they sit back and fold their hands again,
They are relaxing. They fold their hands
over their generously proportioned stomachs
and go 1nto a coma.

They are not concerned about the rising rate
of poverty. Rather they quote the Bible out
of context and reply--Jesus said, "We woulc
always have the poor with us,” as if Jesus
were implying that there 1s nothing that
should or could be done about people in
poverty. He was not saying that at all.
Jesus never encouraged people to fold their

hands and do nothing.




Instead Jesus had a warning for the hand-
folders among us. In the parable of the rich
fool which was read as part of our scripture
lesson, we have a picture of a hand-folder,
That rich man wasn’t worried about the rest
of the world or anybody else. He was too
busy folding his own hands over his own
wealth. Since he ran out of space to store
his goods, he tore down his present builldings
and built bigger ones so that he could say to
himself as he folded his hands 1n rest, “Soul,

vou have ample goods laid up for many vears,
take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”

But God said, "Fool, this night your soul is
required of you, and the things you have
prepared whose will they be?”

Jesus allows the listener to become closely
ldentified with the delightful dilemma of the
rich man and his rejoicing at being free from

any anxlety about the necessities of life

because he has all the money he will ever

need, It Is the kind of appeal that contemporary
lotteries regularly use to Induce persons to

buy tickets. From this sympathetlic perspective
the listener hears God’s shocking judgment:

"Fool.”

SO0 it is with the hand-folder or the person
who would like to be a hand-folder. The
hand-folder does not do much good for anyone,




5. A third t
to put them 1
f1sts anc
every a waywa

Cd
Cd

ﬂ

A

.

jam them dow
el or a ve
escape and
ght reachir

N1 OUr POCKets

rd nic
SO t

nat you

w

r ha

iNng we can do with o

= LIERC
N tight so t
nturesome pen
ds will not
g out to anyone or jolinlng

r hands 1S

your
at not

A

L~

-

ﬂ

Yy
De

hands with anyone to solve a problem,

Hands that are kept in our pockets are not

N use In 3
Dle’s secu

NuC
DEO
tem

1y task, B

"1ty It P

Ut 1t adds to sorm

~otects them from
dbtation of some prodigal mome

something to some cause or to ta

hands and do somethi

or to join ha
solving a pro

The hanc
He or sr
with their ha
arip. They t
They are secu

But again, 1n
Jesus 1S desc
waac

YFOOT

Iy
g
those who say

m

L~

NdsS WIt

S-pocket-perso
e likes to sta
ds in their poc

blem.

ﬁ

1S
d a

ﬂ

ﬁ

s

ink they don

f=F

t
M

Ne para
DINg 3

A fourth category of W
ands 1S to be

nand-droppe
ey are goi

8

g Wort
SOMeEOD

nands-1
, and God says to all suc

~

m

=

8
g

A

't

BY
g 1o

while with t
e else to WO

e tigr
Nnd ang
Kets In a deat
nave to worry,

T

c

the
Nt to glve

ke their
Nem,
"k at

t-waad.,
complai

ble of the rich fool,
N-pocket tight-
N Persons,

nat we do With our

Nere are

DUt their

hands to a task and help out and then drop



their hands leavi
load, We've all

person putting hi
We are carrylng a
part of the load.

Jest
then drop thel
reading we heard
Who promise to do
down with various

persons had saic
become his discip

them to come alo
their hands and
hand-droppers a
a good start, b
through.

ﬁ

ﬂ

h

ﬂ

M
e
Ut

h

g o
ac
S ha
mide-t

2

earl

SO
<1
they
les,

net

I

T

E
NG

=

ers to ca
e experie
S to help with something

nce of

d

nen not carrying his

~

ler.,

WOLU
ana

ade excuses.

T
t

S was talking about those who begi
" hands 1in the second sc
He C
DI 5 - BT
nds of excuses.

1d follow him
when Jesus

g, they backed away, C

i

~

Ned
1 b

"1
ne

eSC
[S

101

People w

N0se Who are always
nen there is no follow

anc
1ptL
i
ac

K

and

"ry the whole

e

N0Se

Several

vited
"opped

N0 3
maki

Jesus said of such people, “No one Who puts
his or her hand to the plow and looks back is
fit for the Kingdom of God."”

But we don’t have to be

and-folders, or hands-1
the pro

g
C

roppers even whe
SO large and unma
deny that the pro
of ten complex, bL
we can at least ¢
said long ago, "I
canc

ﬁ

h

dgc

t If
0 SO
t’s

1d
’]_

Dle

able, 1

mething,

T

.

le than to curse the darkness.”

nd-wringers, or

pockets, or hand-
S we face look
1S 1S not to
Dlems we face are large and
Wwe can’t do everythi
Or as someo
better to light one

We can

2

ﬂ

i~
g

g,
€



still lay ou
always bette

jtself,

For the Christian, this business of putting

d accepting responsibility
C
[t IS O
an beings we are tr

our hands to a tas
1S especially 1Impo
"hands on” people.

hum

G0G

much of ou
nNas gilven

S creation--so muc

h

< d
"Ta

ﬂ

&

b

function 1n this creation.

God has entrusted and empowe
peings working together to C
This 1S CO
leaving everyt
sometimes becomes a justification fo
nothing on ©
or folding o

INnto our poc

Life is meant to be a dynamic res
N has t

Orc

dnC
Con

€

8

!
"ES

"y 1o the co
Ning in the

Ntra

r\

Dart--1o
Ur hands, o
Kets, or drop

- W
P

./

YN

N Which every perso

bonsibility for doi

~ibutes to the whole.,

becal

Il

B

~1nging ou
Jtting o
DIiNg our

g something w

-~ hands on to some task.,

- to be part of the solutior
problem than to be a part of the problenm

E

g

r\

A

Jsted and valuec
SO that God h

~ destiny into our own hanc
US a large amount of freedom to

Mmor

dNna

se we K

[t

r\

stia
fait

S are
that
]

.

dsS
S

notion of

'S

to a

dS
]

DUT

G0d

red US as human
N00Se our future.,

s of God which

~ do

Ur r
Nanc

S

e 0ppo

L

Dle W
NOW t

~ han
anc

1ng
ds
S

bonsible

" TU
%G

Not only are Christians “hands on” people,

Out we are also the kind of peo
nands wWith others,

0 join
nat more

)

N1ty




things are accomplishec
world when we join hanc
problems and change things fo
1t's also more fun. One of t
in this life 1s that which com

S With ot
F L

@

rﬂ

A

=
A

) )

for the good In this
ners to solve
ne petter and
e greatest joys
es from wor
together with others to bring some good 1

K1ng
Nto

this world. I keep remembering that old song
[ learned as a child--"All join hands and
we’ll have a happy time.”

Years ago Christian people in order to extend
the healing ministry of Christ, joined hands

al
-th
]
this co
joined

ﬂ

i1s country. In like manner, t
stitutions to take care of agi

o =

A

L~

ands.

d started some of the first hospitals in
e first

g people In
ntry were started by Christians who

God expects us to join hands and then together

S to a task.
eclide responsibly.

lay our hanc
wisely and c
every situation, we can
Or we can keep our handg
laying on of hands
Christian history.
Jesus frequently laid his h
he healed them or comforted them,

services there 1s the ceremony of t

on of Hands," as people gather aroL

L~

) )

h

In O
he "

being ordained and place their hanc
or her head.

r‘ﬂ

d t
S on

We are to choose
In eacr
help with our h
S to ourselves,
as had a large place 1In
The Bible tells us that
ands on persor

and
ands

he

Fe
Layl
e 0
N1S

h

a

S as
ination

g
€



10

But another very important laying on of hands

takes place when, as an individual or as a
aroup, we lay our hands on a job that needs
doing and do it. I hear there are plenty of

jobs waiting for the laying on of hands.
AMEN,




