SUNDAY, MAY 21, 1989

"AN OVERWHELMING EXPERIENCE OF GOD”

Isalah b6:1-8

In this reading from the 0ld Testament, the
prophet Isalah 1s attempting to
overwhelming experience of the presence of
God which changed his life.
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of the thresholds shook at the voice of him
who called and the house was filled with
smoke,”

Like Isaiah, when we come here on a Sunday
morning, our thougths are more focused on
God, first by the fact that we are taking
time out of our busy schedules to be reminded
of God’s presence, then by the majesty of

the building itself, and by the opening
music, the opening hymn, and the call to

worship. Through these actions and In this
place, hopefully we will experience something

of the presence and holiness of God. It may
not always be as spectacular as Isaiah
describes or as life changing as what happened
to both Isaiah and Bill W., but the experience
is valid nevertheless.

Once we have become freshly aware of God’s
presence, then like Isaiah, we also are more
conscious of our need for forgiveness.
That's why In our order of worship we have a
prayer of confession which we say In unison.

Listen to Isalah’s imagery again, "And I
said, 'woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the

midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’”
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Here'’s Isaiah’s description of the experience
of being forgiven: "Then flew one of the
seraphim to me, having 1In his hand a burning
coal which he had taken with tongs from the
altar. And he touched my mouth, and said:
'Behold this has touched your lips; your
guilt is taken away, and your sin forgiven.
And I heard the voice of God saying, ‘Whonm
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nall T send?, and who will go for us? Then
said, 'Here am I. Send me.’”

Having been forgiven and having praised-God,
[salah was now ready to hear God’s word, and
to resolve again to follow God’s will, 1In
our worship services, this includes the
reading of the scripture, the sermon, the
time of prayers, the offering, the closing
hymn, benediction and the music which follows,

Overwhelming experience of God’s power and
presence within us and all around are often
few and far between for each one of us. And
if you have never had that kind, that does
not mean that God is absent from your life,
some of us have a number of smaller, less
earth-shaking ones. That’s been my pattern.
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