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"HYPOCRISY: ITS USE AND MISUSE"

Luke 13:10-17

It was not the habit of Jesus to call people
names, but when he became angry he sometimes
did so., That’s what happened In the story

read to you earlier from the Gospel of Luke.,
Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues--

we don’t know which one, but most likely it
was 1n his native Galilee, It was the Sabbath
Day. In the crowd there was a woman who had
heen crippled for 18 years. Luke describes
ner as being “doubled over.” She could not
stand up straight. What the cause of her
infirmity was, we do not know.

There have been some intriguing theories as to
the cause of her being bent over, Several
years ago, [ read an article about this "bent
over” woman in one of the theological journals
I regularly receive., The article reported

that in a women’s Bible study group, the leader

asked them, "What, 1In vour experience, might
cause a woman to be bent over for 18 years?”

The answers were instructive. 0One woman said,
"Her children caused her to be bent over for




18 years., That’s the minimum sentence that
parenthood brings.” Another said, "Don’t

forget her husband. She was probably permanently
bent over from picking up his dirty socks for

30 years.”

Still another said that maybe she was tired of
working like a slave for a minimum wage or
even tired of working like a slave at home for

N0 wages at all,

"Maybe she had a doctrate in economics,”
suggested another woman, "and found that nobody

l1stened when she talked about inflation and
tax structures, but 1nstead pald attention to
some pompous man--even if he hadn’t read a
serious book on the subject for years.”

"Or perhaps every time she held her head up
and tried to be somebody, the people arounc

her, both male and female, did all they could

to deflate and di
another participa

Whatever the cause was, Jesus noticed her anc
said, "You are healed of your deformity.” And
then he touched her; and she stood up straight!
She hadn’t come to the synagogue to be healed.

T

h

Inish her again,” said
i

We have no reason to think that she asked to

be healed, or even hoped to be healed. She
was there. Jesus saw her and made her well,

Now we come to the part of the story that I
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among us who likes to be called a hypocrite.

What did J
criticized him--"
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esus mean by calling those who
dypocrites?”

The word 1n

Ing quite simple: It means
an actor or actress, The word "hypocrite” is
DErson who plays a part on
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They charge us in the older dgenerations of
hypocrisy on the ground of past performance,
They are saying--you claim to believe in the
sanctity of marriage, yet you set the pace of

three marriages in this country.

believe 1n equality, vet you have condoned the

the present divorce rate which is one out of

YOoUu Ssay vyoL

segregation of black people and other minorities

way. You are guilty of hypocrisy.

in this country for years. You say vou believe
one thing and vyet you act in another opposite

As one of the older generation, I accept that
charge, but I want to add several comments to

1t.
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children play house and they play all sorts of
other roles as well., Some children and adults
choose acting as a profession to entertain

other people., And there are othe
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so much because there 1s anything to hide as
because there 1s too much to show.

['ve met people as you have, Who are as we say
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grown up, realizes what a heroic part that was
and what a blessing it was that she could play
1t.

Or here 1is a person in a public position who
faces people who are in trouble, but he never
lets them see the troubles of his own life,
He 1s there to help them and in a sense he
acts a part, so that their troubles will not
be adggravated by his troubles. HIs troubles
are h1s own and are not to be added to the

burdens that others are carrying. Certainly
there may come a time when he can tell them

his own troubles, but now would be the wrongd
time. I always remember what Jesus said to
his disciples one day, "1 have many more things
to say to you but you cannot bear them now."”

Did you ever wonder whether Jesus, when he
stood so imperturable before Pilate at that
final trial, was quite so quiet inside as he
appeared on the outside? [ would not be
surprised if he were not in a sense acting a
part, not wanting Pilate to see how anxious he
Was.

Or here 1s a young couple whose marriage 1S
going through a rough time. They both want
the marriage to survive. They don’t want it
to break, so they act in the company of other
people as if everything 1s okay. None of
their friends have the slightest i1dea that
there 1s any trouble, Thelr acting 1s very
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