"THE CROSS OF JESUS:

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 1989

(No. 6 In a Sermon Series)

Luke 19:238-41
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one Who comes in the name of the Lord, even
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1 JesSus drew near

the city, he wept over it saving, "Would that
even today you knew the things that make for
peace, but now they are hid from vour eyes.”

Then, as now, human beings worshipped violence
and raw power. Yet Jesus knew long before

Lord Acton said it: “Power tends to corrupt;

absolute power corrupts abs
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Even Jesus' closest followers, the twelve
disciples, found themselves trusting more in

the victory of destruction than in the power

of forgiving love.
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of sinful men and women into God’s
e purpose, and God still is doing

that., God can never be undone by any blasphemy,

But back
Who want

to our main theme--why is it that we
to call ourselves Christians continue

to believe so much in the power of destruction

and death
the oppos

, When the message of the cross is
ite? There is still a lot of support

for the idea, even among Christians, that the

best way
Worst and

to get rid of what we see as the
as evil is shooting it down, putting

it in a gas chamber or electric chair, or

oombing 1
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t to hell. Hitler called his mass
the Jews, “The Final Solution.”

st of all, the cross of Jesus tells

Nere 1S never any permanent victory
solution that comes to the users by

the use of violence and death, or even the

violence and death. Killing people
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Jesus wanted his followers to understand that
a new kind of world is possible, that with
the coming of Jesus and with his death anc
resurrection, God is bringing a new kind of
world 1nto being, a world beyond violence,
destruction and killing; a world that transcends
narrow nationalism. The good news of the

cross, of the death and resurrection of Jesus,
1s that God is not yet finished with the

world, that God’s ways are not our ways, that
God 1s bringing a new world into beling.

Jesus boldly imagines the coming of a day

when children will not die, cities will not

be filled with lonely or homeless or hungry
people, when people will no longer discriminate
against each other on the basis of race, sex,
nationality or creed, and peace will be more
than the delicate balance of nuclear power.,

Isn't It true that too often we Christians
assume that God is finished with the world.
We assume that what you see 1Is what you get.
We are unable to transcend what 1s already
present. Recently I came across this metaphor:
We approach the “room” of modern life and

of fer strategies for the rearrangement of the
furniture. Jesus, on the other hand, opens
the door to a whole new room, a whole new way
of 1iving where we do not return hate for
hate, or violence for violence; where we
forgive unconditionally; where we love our
enemies and pray for those who persecute us:;




where we no longer are captive to the power

of violence and death.
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That’'s what Palm Sunday and the cross which
follows 1t are all about--not Jesus coming as
a worldly leader or congqueror, or hero into
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nealing the hurt and taking on the

of the world., That's good news for
AMEN.,




