SUNDAY, MARCH 5, 1989

"THE CROSS OF JESUS: THE ANSWER TO SELFISHNESS”

(No. 4 1In a Sermon Series)

Luke 9:23-25, 22:40-46

What does the death of Jesus on the Cross have

to do with my everyday life here and now?
That’s the basic question I’ve been attempting

to answer In this Lenten sermon series,

In the first sermon in this series, I noted
that the answers to this question historically
have fallen Into one or more of three categories.

1. The bearing of penalty. There have been
those who have held throughout the history of
Christianity that the death of Jesus on the
Cross pays the penalty for the sins of all of
us. This explanation assumes that we are all
sinners and need to be saved, and It further
assumes that we cannot be saved from our sins
unless a penalty 1s paid,

N1sS understanding of how the death of Christ
N the Ccross saves uUS Sees Sln as an outrage,
N insult to the majesty and holiness of God
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work in the world which were here before we
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God was in Christ reconciling the world to

God. God overcomes sin and evil not by fighting
ne way the world wants to fight “an eye for

N eye and a tooth for a tooth,” but by taking
ne sin and evil and overcoming it with love.

ne love of God In Christ absorbs all of our
~uelty, sin and evil In forgiving love. We

"e Invited to accept God’s acceptance of us
even though we are unacceptable and once we do
that a new power takes over in our lives.,
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In last week’s sermon, we came to see how the
cross of Jesus 1s also the answer to our

suffering because now we know that 1In our own
deepest suffering and pain, God is there
suffering along with us. God Is In usS 1In our
suffering and we are in God’s suffering. The
Cross says that God does not stand at a distance
from where we are shouting encouragement, but
God 1s 1nvolved 1n our paln and hurt,

In addition to sin and suffering, the cross of
Jesus is also the answer to our selfishness,
That'’s our specific topic for today.

According to our Christian faith, there is a

right kind of selfishness and a wrong kind.
Jesus said that we are to love our neighbors

as we love ourselves., There 1s a proper kind
of self-love, a proper care of the self. For
example we are to care enough for ourselves so
that we develop our God-given gifts and skills
to their fullest potential. We are to care




enough for ourselves so that we maintain good
spiritual and physical health. Frequently
Jesus went off by himself to pray. We are to
care enough for ourselves so that we are able
to receive gifts from others with thanksgiving.
Life Is both giving and receiving,

But there 1s another kind of selfishness--
sometimes called self-centeredness, that which
sees the individual self as the center of the

universe and which does not seek God’s will,

but only one’s own will In everything. Our
self and 1t’s own self-seeking desire becomes

the measure of all things.,

The cross of Jesus calls us away from that
kind of self-centered selfishness, Jesus put

it this way: “For those who would come after
me, let them deny themselves and take up their

cross daily and follow me. For those who
would save their lives will lose them and
those who would lose their lives for my sake
will save them.” In other words, Jesus was
saying, you truly find your life and find
meaning in life by giving your life away and
in giving your life away you might very well
have to take up a Ccross.

This 1s the first mention of the cross in

Luke’s Gospel and It must have come as something
of a shock to the disciples to have this
shameful Instrument of execution suddenly




Introduced as the pattern of service in
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Secondly, the cross is the answer to

selfishness because on the cross, God identified
totally with all of us, and as we saw last
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k, God identified especially with our pain
suffering, In following Jesus, we are

asked to do the same. And when vou identify
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