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"THE CROSS OF JESUS: THE ANSWER TO SUFFERING”
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Romans 8:18-21
_uke 13:1-5

he phone call came about 3:00 A.M. in the
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shot in the stomach with a sawed-off shotgun,
Iwo hours later he had died. He was 18
vears old and he and his parents were members

of the church I served. The mother of the

vyoung man who called me was suffering in a
way that I had not experienced before,
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a mother and a father whose child had
struck by a rare, often fatal i1llness.,
r little girl may not make 1t,” the

doctor told the parents. The mother grabbed
the minister by the lapels of his jacket,

hushed her face close and said, "All right,
breacher, tell me: Why did this h

our little girl? What have we done to

appen to

deserve this?” And at that moment, there



was to be found no satisfying answer,
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"s killed by a natural disaster,

1S Who have perished in earthquake,
flood and fire,
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Uffering comes to us in a variety of ways.
ere is physical suffering and mental or
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autiful home in Lincoln anc
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There 1s the suffering of the adolescent who
1S trying to understand who he or she is and

wonders 1f anyone likes him or
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the suffering of the hungry

e political prisoner, the re

abused child, the abused wife
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can’t understand why he or she is the object
of SO much cruelty and abuse
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e 1s the suffering of a prolonged and
N brings with it the

craving for death. There is the suffering
which comes from the untimely c
someone we love.,
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There is the suffering we

bear from unjust criticism, gossip and

com
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hlaining people. There 1is the suffering
parents who watch their child get in the
Ng crowd, make disastrous decisions anc

waste his or her talent and ability.

There are those who work for peace and
justice and suffer because of it.
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man perversity,
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Another time the disciples asked, “Rabbi,



Who sinned, this man or his parents that he
was born blind?” And Jesus said, “Neither.”
There 1s not necessarily a direct correlation

between sin and the misfortunate, between
bad people and bad luck.

Instead, according to the Gospel of Luke,
when people questioned Jesus about life’s
unfairness, he asked them to examine theilr
own relationship to God. He was implying
that the only Important question is one’s

relationship to God. If that relationship
is in order then any suffering, confusion,

or tragedy, even though unfalr and undeserved
will be bearable because we trust 1In a (God
whose presence makes it so., This 1s part of
the mystery of the suffering and death of
Jesus on the cross and how that cross of
Jesus 1S the answer to suffering. This
answer has two parts.

1. First of all, even though the suffering
and death of Jesus on the cross does not
answer the question of why good people
suffer, 1t 1s the answer to suffering because
1t tells us that in our deepest suffering

and pain, God 1s there suffering along wilth
us., God was 1n Christ on the cross.

The other day I heard a story about a customer
who went into a jewelry store to buy a cross
necklace. The clerk asked, “Do you want to
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2. Secondly, the cross is the answer to
suffering not only because we know God

are in 1t with God, taking pa
redemptive activity and God’s

1s In 1t with you and you are in 1t wit
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part of the cross’s answer to suffering,

To put it another way, the cross is the

answer to suffering because the suffering of

Jesus on the cross 1s redemptive anc
unearned suffering can also be reden
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ptive.
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"Matthew, my adopted son, vyour SKin
But vyour manner 1s self-assured anc
speech articulate. The world will call that

are too elaborate; your contemplations
produce nothing a pragmatic world will pay
for or admire. Natural compassion 1S &

Il hurt.,”

1S black,
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combination arrogance and thus will justify
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"Mary, you are a woman whose very laughter
makes vou vulnerable: Joy draws the scorn

of the world--or it sounds like susceptibility,
1t., Your

and the world will try to use

make them angry and ander ven
will hurt you.”
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insight into human souls will embarrass
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"Talitha, the world will count three strikes
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that you are a woman and that you are bold.”
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JESUS on the Ccross.
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