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"THE SURPRISE OF NEW VISIONS”

Luke 9:28-36
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People who are completely satisfied with
their lives as they are, seldom think new
thoughts, or see the world around them in
fresh ways, and they very rarely have deep
and compelling rellglous experiences.

At whatever place you are 1in life, satisfied
or dissatified, vou have several choices:

1. You can give up. JStop. Take no risks.
Call it quits and simply wait to die,
are completely satisfied with your life, you
have probably already made this choice.
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situation, galn perspective, question your

expectations and assumptions, and then resume
your life’s journey and maybe in a different
direction with different goals altogether.

3. 0r you can continue to move ahead 1in
basically the same direction you are going,
deliberately, carefully and yet boldly, all
the time continuing to examine your goals,
your values, your expectations and at the
same time being open to new possibilities,
new visions, and new directions.,

['m going to assume that you have not made
the first choice--to give up, stop, and take
no risks. We're going to be talking about
the second and third choices.

You see in many ways, life is a journey,

From the time we are born into this world
until the time we die, each one of usS 1S on a
journey through time. We have our outwarc
journeys as we physically grow, mature anc
move from one place to another. We dgrow up.
We leave home., We go to school. We go to
work., We change jobs. Always we are on a
journey from birth to death,

We also have our inward journeys. We mentally
and spiritually grow and mature and change,

We change our expectations. We discover new
ideas. Our beliefs change. We see the world
differently. We experience new people. We
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[t could be that the disciples who went with
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sage, After much misadventure, the pilgrim

arrives exhausted in the tiny village anc
inquires where the famous sage whose reputation

1S known far and wide can be found.

Given directions, the seeker proceeds to a
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could appear so wretched, but not wishing to

offend him, the seeker 1
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primary mission.”

2. The second major point this story about
Jesus and the three disciples makes is that
high spiritual experiences, mystical visions,
come and go. We cannot hang onto them, but
only remember them. Jesus led the three
disciples back down the mountain into the
middle of life,

5, The third point the story makes 1S that

"Once 1s not enough.” We need the surprise
of new visions again and again. The three

disciples came down the mountain as changec
people, But it didn't last., It wasn’'t long
before an argument arose among them as to
which of them was the greatest., It was Herb
Caen, the San Francisco Chronicle columnist
who wrote 1n 1981, "The trouble with born-
agdain Christians is that they are an ever
bigger pain the second time around.”

At a minister’s meeting which John Smeltzer
and I attended a few weeks ago, one of our
colleagues told this story:

"A family who had never been In a city of any
kind were In a city for the first time. The
father and son enter a large new hotel to
check in, and while they wait, they see an
old cleaning woman, with a bucket and mop,
her body revealing the effects of hard work
and age, enter an elevator, although they did
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not know what it was. They watch as the
shiny brass doors close and the numbers above
the elevator light up--stop--and then start
down again. The brass doors open and out
steps the most beautiful woman they had ever
seen, The father turns to his son and says,
"Quick son, go get your maw.”

Some people want that kind of elevator
~religion. They want to believe that one
overwhelming religious experience will change

them completely, once and for all. But it’s
not quite that simple. We do need the surprise

of new visions, but once is not enough. AMEN.,




