SUNDAY, JANUARY 15,

"THOUGHTS ON A MARRIAGE"

John 2:1-11
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only way to keep good human relationships
alive. And good human relationships make
everybody’s life better,

Commltments are worth the effort, and
sometimes the sacrifice, because, when all
1S sald and done, people are almost always
better off because of them. Without trust
and commltment, not only would marriages and
families fall apart, but society at large.

Keeping commitments 1s the only way to have

a community and there 1s no human life that
is not lived in human community.

Here then are several suggestions from our
Christian faith which can help make the
committed love 1In a marriage last a life
time,

1. First of all, remember that commiltted
love gives us the power to give up our
compulsion to always have what we desire so
that the person we love can get what he or
she needs.

Notice here the careful distinction between
desires and needs. There are many things we
desire, but that does not mean that we need
those things. I might desire a new stereo
color television, but I do not need one.
There’s probably more confusion between

desires and needs than almost anything else,
This is especially true today in our consumer
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Though you are united in marriage, this does

not mean that you are to give up your
identity, your uniqueness. Do not let either
one of your personalities be submerged into

the other,

Sometimes married couples, without thinking
of the Impllcations of what they are saying,
will Introduce the other partner in the
marriage as “my better half.” I know it is
Jsually meant as a compliment, but a marriage

is not made up of two halves. There are
hopefully two whole individual people in

each marriage, people who remaln separate
selves even while being totally committed to
the marriage relationship.

Also be aware that each one of you in a
marriage will be a different person than you
were before you made a commitment to each
other., Whenever you make a life-long
commitment to another person you begin a new
chapter in your own story. In her book,
PERSONAL COMMITMENTS, Margaret Farley writes:

"The ultimate meaning . . . of the promise I
nake today can be clear only at the end of
my life; and the meaning of my life at 1tsS
end will be different because I made this
promise today.” When you make a marriage
commitment, you put yourself In a Sstream
that flows In a certalin direction. Yol
won't know for sure until you get to the end

what it really meant when you entered the
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[t isn’t that commitments suddenly get easy
to keep when we belleve God 1s commltted to
US. But when we have the falth that God
Keeps commltments to us and with the creation,
then 1t makes more sense for us to keep
commltments.

We furthermore believe that the unconditional
love of God is present in all human
relationships ready to empower and underglrd
those relationships, but that love does not

work without our permission. We need to
accept the love of God in our lives and let

1t do 1ts work.,

Another way to say this 1S that our human
love for one another has an eternal anc
spiritual quality to it, and the love between
husband and wife can help us experience that

Eternal Love which we call God.

Although our marriage commitments are in the
here and now and have a lot of very practical
aspects to them, that’s only a part of what
life is all about. Love and commitment also
have a quality which transcends the here and
now. All of this is to say that marriages
are immeasurably strengthened when God 1S
self-consciously a part of our everyday

[ives and for this to nappen we see the
support of a Christian congregation,

The scripture reading for this sermon is the
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story of a wedding in Cana of Galilee anc
the statement IS made in the story, "Jesus
was also invited to the marriage.” Invite
the Eternal Into your marriage, and your
lives separately and together will have a
quality that can be gotten in no other way.

It has been said that we human beindsS pPOSSess
two powers to create a future worth living
in. One of them 1Is power to forgive. The
other is the power to make and keep commitments.

We need to use both of them to secure a
future for the marriage relationship.

The power to forgive frees us from past pain
that we cannot accept and cannot forget and
the power to make promises creates a foundation
for a hopeful future.

Now a final word to my newly married son and
daughter-in-law and to all of you as well.
By using the twin powers to forgive and to
make and keep promises, your marriage can be
one of the most beautiful experiences of
your life on this earth. Some people try to
achieve satisfaction and happiness through
gaining wealth, status, admiration, power,
but all of these are only temporary. Marriage
can bring you a whole different set of
satisfactions: the profound satisfaction of
making life more orderly, more joyful, more
warm and loving and hopefully as in the case
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of your mother and me, the joy and satisfaction
of having children and watching them grow
and mature and make a life of their own.

May God continue to bless you in vour
individual lives and in your marriage., AMEN.




