Borde 1§

St Fawl - Mo 22 19,4
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"THE WRONG KIND OF THANKSGIVING”

Luke 18

:9-14
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even more specific about how thankful he was
because of being better than others. He was
thankful first that he was not an extortioner.
We would probably say today--an exploiter.,

If his statement was true, that’s good.
However, one of the most common sins of SO-
called good people is an all too strong a
tendency to exploit others for their own
benefit without realizing they are doing so.
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" was that he was not a
criminal extortioner., a robber or a thief.

His prayer, however, revealed no insight into
whether he and the other good people were not
all to some extent at least exploiters of the
poor and therefore extortioners.
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Archie, whose genuine compassion for the

Puerto Rican was influenced by the fact that

in the same episode he had also experienced
the arbitrary unreasonableness of “the system.”
"Where’s the system so I can complain to

him?” asked the young man.

When Archie responded, “I don't know,” his
eyes were unusually eloquent with unspoker
thoughts and suggestions that he had caught
some glimpse of the problem of trying to be

personally moral, vet finding himself caught
in something more vast, impersonal and unjust.

A few weeks ago I read about a man who said,
"Give me the old-time tycoons, the ruthless
operators who hired and fired without any
sentimentality or hypocrisy.” Someone asked
nim why he would make such a statement, and
ne explained that he had just been "let go”
from a job he had held for fifteen years
after a merger between his company and a
larger one. He said, “There’s nobody I can
blame, nobody I can be angry at, and that
frustrates me.”

He went on to note that everyone in his
company was decent. The pay was good, the
working conditions were more than tolerable.
There were all kinds of fringe benefits., All
the executives were warm and sympathetic
toward your problems. Everyone in authority
was sorry. Each one said, "If 1t was my
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The wrong kind of thanksgiving is a temptation
There 1s a story of a Sunday
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the man 1s a tax-collector and that’s enough
to let us know that to others around him, he
was about as low and hated as one can get.
We also know the words of his simple earnest
prayer, "God be merciful to me a sinner.”
And his prayer was more than words. He felt
so bad that he stayed as far a way from the
altar as possible and he was afraid even to

look up.

individual could pray,

He was not trying to 1mpress others with his

humility. There are people who enjoy confessing
their faults because they believe they are

impressing others with their openness and
their humility. 1It's possible that an

T thank God that I am

not as proud as this self-righteous Pharisee.
[ admit that I am an extortioner, unjust and

a sinner.” People will

say, "I admit that I

am prejudiced,” as if this easy admission and
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attempt to make any change 1n their outlook

Or behavior.

Some time ago, I cut oL

magazine which picturec

t a cartoon from a
the young boy George

Washington along with his father standing

beside a fallen cherry

tree with other fallen

trees in the background and the irate father

was saying to George:

"All right, so vou

admit it. You always admit it. The question
is, "When are vou going to stop doing it?""



The wrong kind of thanksgiving prayer 1is one
of self-righteousness and excessive pride.
The right kind of thanksgiving prayer 1Is one
of humility. 1It’s words are: “Thank you
God, you have given me more than I deserve,
I know you love all people equally--in your
eyes, no one has more value or less value
than anyone else. Your blessings are given
to all humanity.” Remember Jesus said, “God
makes the rain to fall on the just and the
unjust.”

Notice that Jesus after telling the story
about the two men going up to the Temple to
pray, concluded by saying, “I tell you, this
last man (the tax-collector) went down to his
house justified rather than the other; for

those who exalt themselves will be humbled,
but those who humble themselves will be

exalted.,”

Listen to your own prayers of thanksgiving.
What do they tell you? AMEN,




