Rk 1§

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1988

"THE COMMITMENT OF GIVING”
(No. 3 In a Series on “Commitments”)

Deuteronomy 3:1/-19
Mark 12:41-44

Several vyears ago "Dear Abby" received 3
letter which began in the following way:

"I am a twenty-three-year-old liberated woman
who has been on the pill for two years. It's
getting pretty expensive and I think my
boyfriend should share half the expense, but
[ don’t know him well enough to discuss money
with him.”

This letter reveals a lot about what’s going
on In our culture. We see the admirable,
ambiguous, perhaps even brave struggdle to be
"l1berated”; the anxious turn to the wisdom
of society’s "Dear Abby’s” when some things
in her life don’t seem to make much sense,
and the hushed reverence surrounding the
theme of money.

Indeed money is for many of us the forbidden
subject in our society. I recently heard of
a couple, both psychologists, who would speak
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Today we are going to look at three things in
regard to money and commitment,

(1)

Why is it that we are afraid to talk

about money--why all the secrecy? What makes
it for most people a forbidden subject?

(2)
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and has the power over us that is much stronger
than we may realize.

(3) nirdly, we are going to look at some
ways that we can break the seductive power of
money over our lives so that we control money
instead of money controlling us.

I[. Let’s begin with the first question. Why
all the secrecy about money? What makes, it

for most of us, a forbidden subject?

We are afraid to talk very much about money
especially in regard to our personal lives,
how much we make, how we spend what we make
and what we give away because we have a lot
of guilt about money. And we don’t like to

talk about things we feel guilty about.

Some people feel they make too much money.,
others are convinced they make too little,
However very few of us ever believe that we
nave enough money. Some of uS grew up during
the depression years and know first hand the
pervasive anxiety of scarcity. Because of
that experience, a holding, hoarding spirit
is almost instinctive in us, and the very
idea of letting go of some of our money is
frightening. Others of us grew up 1n an era
of more affluence and have more money than we
ever thought we would or at least more
possessions, two or three cars or more, other




things which we do not need and we feel qguilty
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too much and we feel guilty about that. And
this leads us to the second point.
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Money 1s a potent spiritual reality and
has a power over us that needs to be broken.

Ny Jesus sald such things as: Do

not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves
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ere Will be your heart also.” He knew
how easy 1t is to worship money. He also
"You cannot serve God and mammon.” And
here mammon means money.

S wWas saying money 1s not something that
is morally neutral, a resource to be used in
or bad ways depending solely upon our
attitude toward 1t. Money 1s a power that
seeks to dominate us.,

When the Bible refers to money as a power, it

does not mean something vague or Impersonal.
Nor does 1t mean power in the sense we mean

when we speak, for example, of "purchasing
power.,” No,

according to Jesus and all the

writers of the New Testament, behind money
are very real spiritual forces that energize




it and give it a life of its own. Hence
money 1S capable of inspiring devotion and
worship.

It is the spiritual reality behind money that
we want so badly to deny. But money has a
desire for omnipotence in our lives. It is
ot willing to rest contented in 1ts proper
place alongside other things we value. Money
wants to be supreme, and 1In many people’s
lives 1t 1S,

Because of this, we attach Importance to
money far beyond 1ts worth. We attach ultimate
importance to it. We make money into god.,

Think of the symbols we attach to money--
symbols which are unrelated to its real value,
[T money were only a medium of exchange, it
would make no sense at all to attach prestige
to 1t. And yet we do. We value people In
relation to how much money they have. We
dare to ask that question of questions that
always reveals far more about ourselves than
about the other person. “How much 1S he or
she worth?” We want to find out how much
money someone else has or makes because Ir
our society, money is a symbol of strength,

influence and power.

Or think, for example, how we let money
dictate our decisions. Suppose my wife says



to me, "Let’s do this or that . . . .” and I

complain, ”
What has ha
see, I dic
about 1t an

But we don’t have enough money!”
ppened? Money has decided. Yo
not say, “Well, dear, let’s pray
d see 1f God wants us to do it.”

No, money has made the decision. Money 1S

then my mas
maybe we do

she suggests.,

ter, [ am servir

N’'t have enough

g money., NOW
oney to do whatever

But maybe also we can cut

expenses somewhere else so that we can possibly
do it, if 1t 1s something we need to do,

These stran
come to unc
nmoney. Ben
DOWET, POWe
powers that
[t 1S this

the root of

ge things make sense only as we

erstand the spiril

tual reality of

ind money are invisible spiritual

rs that are seduc

tive and deceptive,

demand an all-embracing devotion.

fact that the Apo

all evils.,” (I

stle Paul saw

when he observed that, “The love of money is
Timothy 6:10)

I[II. And this leads us to our third point,
We are going to 100Kk at some ways We can

break the s
lives so th
money contr
US closer t

eductive power of
at we can control
olllIng us; so tha
0 God and to othe

nmoney OVer our
money instead of
t money can bringd
rs, rather than

separating us from God and others. [ believe

that the gr
how to move

HOW can we

eat moral questio
from greed to ge

1 0f our time is
Nerosity.,

do this? Here are three practical



suggestions that will help us according to
our Christian faith.

1. First, get in touch with your own feelings
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only dusty words, if prayer seems hollow and
empty, then a prescription of lavish and
joyful giving is exactly what you need.
Giving brings authenticity and vitality to
our devotional experience.”

Money as a form of power is so intimately
related to the possessor that one cannot
consistently give money without giving self,

Dr. Karl Menninger once asked a wealthy

patient, “What on earth are you going to do
with all that money?” he patient replied,

"Just worry about it, I suppose.” Dr,
Menninger went on, "Well, do you get that
much pleasure out of worrying about it?”
"No,” responded the patient, "but I get such
terror when I think of giving some of it

away. "

This terror is real. When we let go and give

our money, we are letting go of a part of
ourselves and our false security. We are
breaking the power of money over our lives,

and this 1s preclisely why regular, proportionate,
cheerful, committed giving is so Important

for all of us, It moves us from greed to
generosity and it changes us for the better.,

Several months ago, someone asked me what 1
considered to be my biggest challenge as
minister of this congregation. At first I
could not answer the question. But after
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thinking about i1t all during that day, I was
able to say to that person many hours later,
"My biggest challenge is to get the members
of First-Plymouth Church to become committed,
cheerful givers for the work of the church
and my biggest disappointment 1s how little
proportionately some people give.”

SO today, I am asking you to make a very
specific commitment; a commitment to give a
proportionate amount of money on a regular

basis to this church. In letters to members
of this congregation during the last three

weeks, I suggested that you bedgin by considering
5% of vyour income, and I still believe that’s
the right place to begin.

I am asking you to make a commitment not only
because of what 1t will do for this church,
out more Importantly because of what 1t will
do for you, It will help change you into a
more generous and loving individual,

Do not be afraid to let go for a change.

When you become a generous, joyful giver, you
will always have enough left for yourself.
AMEN.,




