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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1988

"PROMISES TO KEEP"
(No. 1 In a Series on "Commitment”)

Genesis 12:1-53
Matthew 5:33-3/

One theme that threads its way through both

the 0ld and New Testaments of the Bible 1is
the Story of explicit promises, a covenant, a

commltment made between God and God’'s whole
creation. To put it another way, 1t Is at
the center of our Christian falth that God
has made an unconditional commitment of un-
conditional love to human persons and 1ndeed
to all of creation.

We first come upon this promise, this
covenant, this commitment in the book of
Genesis when God says to Noah after the flood,
"Behold, I establish my covenant with you anc
your descendants after you and with every
living creature that is with you, the birds,
the cattle, and every beast of the earth.”

Then a little later in the book of Genesis,
we read of God’s covenant with Abraham, "I
will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you and make your name great .




shall bless themselves.”

and by vou all the families of the earth

The New Testament of the Bible carries the

story of God’s covenant continuing and being
fulfilled with the birth, death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. “God so loved the world

that God came to live among us.” We human
beings are also ones who make promises oOr
commitments. Because of God’s covenant and
commitment, because of God’s promise of

unconditional love, we human beings are better
able to make commitments to one another 1in

some form of faithful love. We are able to
love because God loves us. We are able to
keep our promises because of God’s commitment
to us. But unlike God, we sometimes

our commitments,

SO 1In this sermon series we are goi
looking at this whole matter of com
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g to be
1 tments--

why we make them, why we keep them and why we
break them, and how all of this is related to
God’s commitment to us as experienced in the

Christian faith,

Think of some of the ways in which we experience
commitment in our lives, If we are married,

that’'s one form of commitment. If we have

children, that involves another commitment.
To be a faithful member of the church is
another commitment. Most of us are also
committed to certain truths. For example,
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true or not I don’t know.

a 1ot of people today wonde

and what 1t means and asks of them.
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economic life and ou
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we have with other people depends on the
strength of that unseen cord.
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count on us unsure of where they stand.
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only if we can trust each other to make and
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On the other hand, what would life be like if
we were stuck forever to every commltment we

ever made? Completely stuck! So that we
were never allowed to cut our losses and

start over again after a bad beginning.

would be cruel, wouldn’t 1t, if we could
never get a release from bad commltments?
would all be prisoners of our past mista

locked 1nto promises

we made when we did

truly know what we were promising,
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Now If we're going to be honest, then we r
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aware that he needs the respect of the people

in nhis church and 1n his community. He needs
the goodwill of his wife’s family too. It

OoWns a large portion of the stock 1n the bank
where he is a vice-president and he doesn’t

want to risk alienation from them. And he
wants to keep his old friends. So he stays
with his marriage commitment mainly because
he is heavily invested 1n Grand Island.

Now place this same man in Southern California.

Give him big city anonymity so that he coulc
be divorced several times without anyone at

the bank’s headquarters taking notice, and he
might leave his wife two months after arrival.

We can give the man credit for his common
sense, but wonder about his commitment.

And some people are trapped. I read the
other day of a talented woman who has
agoraphobia, a fear of people in groups
especially in large areas. She has a husband
Who 1S mean to her in a number of ways. I
think she would leave him 1In a minute, but
she can't get away because she does not dare
to go outside to look for a job and she can’t
afford to live anywhere else but at home with
him. Glve her credit, maybe for not putting

arsenic in his coffee, but don’t confuse her
staying with commitment.

The point 1S that not everyone stays With



what he or she has because of a deep feelingd

of commitment.

Some people stay where they

are because the alternatives don’t seem as

good,
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To people like John Cooper, a promise 1s like
peing born. He did the same thing a person
Dorn With a handicap does; he accepted his
and Margie’s situation as a condition of the
life he was born into when he made his
commitment to her. When Margle died, theilr
son Dale asked his father how he had done
what he had done all those years. HIS dad
said, "I never thought about doing anything
else, You just do it and God helps you."”

Commitment 1s what we call 1In our everyday
language, giving our "word.” My dad used to

say tOo US over and over agaln as we were

growing up, "A person is only as good as his

or her word.” To make a commitment to another,
to give our “word,” 1s to enter into a new

form of relationship. When I make my commitment
to another person, I dwell In the other by

means of my word.

According to the teachings of Jesus, our
"word” ought to be enough. In the Sermon or
the Mount, Jesus said, “Again you have hearc
that 1t was said to people 1In the past, ‘You
shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to
the Lord what you have sworn.’ But I say to
you, do not swear at all . . . . Let what
you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No.'" Whenever
we betray our word we always stand to lose a
part of ourselves.

Caring and commitment go together. We cannot



have and live 1In a caring community or world
without making commltments and keep them.
Above all, we need to make commitments as a
safeguard against our own inconsistencies.

Personal commitments are one of life’s high
adventures. We are able to keep our promises
because we know we can depend on God’s
promises. The right kind of commitment-
keeplng makes good sense because 1t 1Is the
only way to keep human relationships healthy

and alive. And good human relationships make
evervbody'’s life better. AMEN.




