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"WHY THE CHURCH?"”
(No. 4 in a Series on "The Statement
of Faith”)

[ Peter 2:9-10
John 15:16-1/

There was once a woman in Nebraska who got

married. She had long been enamored of the
idea of marriage, so when she met the “man of

her dreams” 1t happened. Things went well at
first., She told her friends that her husband
was all that she had ever hoped for. He was
handsome, intelligent, and had a good sense
of humor., Life seemed to be a continual
honeymoon.

But this initial bliss did not last. Gradually
in day to day living she began to notice
certain Imperfections in her mate. He was

not as perfect as she had at first thought.
Sometimes he was crabby and short-tempered.
Although he was intellligent, there were large
gaps in his knowledge. He knew quite a bit

about some things, but he also displayed a
lot of ignorance about others and this

embarrassed her at times.

Slowly, but surely she found herself growing
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among people of the love of God and neighbor.”
In other words, the church is the means
through which we are encouraged to live the
Great Commandment of Jesus.

Remember the New Testament story--one day one
of the scribes came up and asked Jesus, “Which
commandment is the first of all?” And Jesus
answered, “The Lord our God is one and you
shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all

vour mind and with all your strendth, and you
shall love vour neighbor as vourself.”

Why the church? Because we human beings are
not changed easily and our institutions are
not changed easily either. Over and over
again 1t’s been proved that we do not change
merely by coming to an understanding of our
situation, but by entering Into new relationships
and into a different way of living and that’s

Nnot easy.

"To have a conversion experience 1s nothing
much,” say two sociologists, “the real thing

1S to be able to keep on taking it seriously,
to retain a sense of plausibility.” "Christian
are made, not born,” said Tertullian. Ir
spite of what many modern evangelists would
have us believe, Christianity is not a

momentary, instanteneous affair. It takes
time, cultivation, constant practice, keeping
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children and mother all use the bus. They
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But there’s even more to the church than
that. The church cannot be defended as simply
a useful means, a vehicle for bringing pe

a little closer to God., It

is a place of

God. Whenever people are in the church,
have, in a large sense fulfilled their
existence. They are at least partially aware

of their connection with God. This divin

human union 1S 1tS own reward., It is of
intrinsic worth, regardless of whatever

extrinsic good may come of it,
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what friendship means. No doubt, your
relationship with Joe Brown influences your
life in all sorts of ways. But none of that
fundamentally describes why you are a friend
of Joe Brown. Friendship has an intrinsic
value all of i1ts own, or else it is little
more than manipulation, the use of another
person for your own selfish ends. And that’s
the way it is with the church--it has an
intrinsic value for us all of its own.

"God calls us into the church to accept the
cost and joy of discipleship, to be servants

in the service of the whole human family, to
proclaim the gospel to all the world and
resist the powers of evil.” How does the
church do that? Here’s a true story which
illustrates how it can happen. A group of
church women were looking for a service
project within the community. Someone
suggested that they might do something at the
local jail. Because the town in which that
church existed was a resort community in the
summer, the antiquated little jall was always
filled with unfortunate young people awaiting

bail or fines.

SO someone suggested it might be nice if a
group of church members made something for
the people in jail. Perhaps a toiletries kit
would be good--a toothbrush and toothpaste,
soap, shampoo, a piece of candy.
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women, as she pounded her fist on his desk,
"And therefore this iIs a concern of ours. If
we don’t get good answers from you and if we
don’t get them fast, we are calling the State
Law Enforcement Division to look into the
situation here.”

The jaliler refused to cooperate. "“You ought
to stick to religion, stick to saving souls,
and let me handle the criminal element,” he

said.

he jailer did refuse to cooperate. The

women did indeed call the State Law Enforcement
Division. They then drew up a formal complaint
against the jailer and its administration. An
investigation was launched. The city was
charged with improprieties. This led to the
jailer’s resignation and things changed for
the better at the jail,

This small group of church women did not
start out to reform the jail. They were
committed to serving God by serving others.
In their own way and in a very specific
situation they "accepted the cost and joy of
discipleship, were servants of the human
family, and resisted the powers of evil.”
God calls us in the church to do the same,
AMEN.




