SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9,

"GOD AS FRIEND”

(No., 3 1n a Series on “The Statement of
Faith”)

John 14:15-1/7, 25-27
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defies our normal human logic,
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fresh way. He sald 1n effect, “I will no longer
be present with you in the same way as [ am

now, but after I leave, the Spirit will come
with power and will teach you all things.” It
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We experience God as friend most intensely when
we are with others with whom we have a commor

vision.

And there is another element 1n this matter of
God’s as friend. We experience God as friend
not only when we are with others with whom we
nave a common vision, but we experience God
especially as friend when we welcome into our
midst the stranger, the outsider, the outcast,
the one who 1s different.

In the New Testament stories we discover that
one of the characteristics of early Christiar
hospitality 1s the unexpected presence of Goc
in ordinary exchanges between human beings--and
especially 1n exchanges with the stranger, the
outcast, the outsider.
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SO there we have it. God as friend is another
way 0f speaking of God as Holy Spirit. And
through God as friend or God as Holy Spirit, it
1S the witness of our faith that God is
continually creating and renewing the church of
Jesus Christ and is binding in covenant faithful
people of all ages, tongues and races. God is
oringing all of creation into greater harmony.,

There is something about God’s Spirit that
abhors the many false distinctions and separations

and exclusions that we human beings like to
make. NUS a class church or one available to

only one race or one class or 1s exclusive in
any way 1S a sin against the Holy Spirit.

[t 1s the witness of the Bible and our Christian
faith that God as friend calls us to wholeness
and to seeing the world and creation and all of
us as interconnected and inter-related. God’s
Spirit 1s that spirit that draws us out of
ourselves 1into openness, inclusion, love and
acceptance, As St. Paul said, "the fruit of

the spirit 1s love, joy, peace, patience,
Kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control.”

Those other kinds of spirits which lead us into
narrowness, excluslveness, dogmatism, are not
of God. It is my hope that in First-Plymouth
Church, God as friend will continue to create

and renew us and will bind together in covenant
faithful people of all ages, tongues and races.,
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I also hope that we will continue to be 3
community of vision, a soclety of friends,
where joy and awe, mystery and prayer can be
found and that these will not distract us from
the pain of the world, but empower us to take
part in it and overcome it.

God as friend reminds us that we are not our
own, and also that we are not on our own--God
1s with us in all things. AMEN,

Let us now join together in saying The Statement
of Faith,




