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Now let’s take a little detour in this sermon
and talk for a bit about metaphors and
adjectives we commonly use In talking about
God,

As little children, we used to say to those
who called us names we didn’t like, “Sticks
and stones may break my bones, but names can
never hurt me.” But that’s not true. It 1S

the names that hurt. Sometimes one would
brefer the sticks and stones. Names matter

hecause what we call something, how we name
it, 1s to a large extent what 1t is to us.

In a book published last year entitled, MODELS
OF GOD, Sallie McFague reminds us that we

human belngs are creatures of language and
though language does not exhaust human reality,
it qualifies it In profound ways. S0 naming
can be hurtful and 1t can also be healing or
helpful. Thus the names or metaphors or

words we use to describe God can elther hinder
US In our understanding of God or expand our
Understanding.,

Dr. McFague goes on to argue, and I agree

wholeheartedly with her, that we live most of
the time and In many ways by outmoded,
anachronistic names and metaphors, especlially
in reference to God. And what this does 1S




to limit our ideas about God and how the

world iIs put together,

Some examples: More and more We

for physics, from biology and ch

the creation we live 1
Nothing 1s itself take

and interconnections.
creation 1In a holistic

true not only of human
in creation.

N 1S Inter

N alone.

We are le
way. We

are because of our relationships

beings, D

are learning
emistry, that
-dependent.
Things are

what they are because of thelr interrelations

arning to see
are what we

, and this 1S

ut of everything

We human beings could not live without other

human beings and equally significant we coulc

ot live without the m
nacteria which live 1ir

illions of
and are a

of us. As Dr. Lewlis Thomas said
them, we could not move a muscle, drum a
finger or think a thought.” We

in nature. Again as D

r, Lewis T

microbes anc

Dart of all
, "Without

are embedded
homas put 1t,

“The old, clung-to notions most of us have

held about our special
deeply underminded., A

lordship
good case

are being
can be made

for our nonexistence as entities.”

[n the past we human beings tended to think
of ourselves as being totally separated from

microbes as enemies,

nature, and we even Saw bacteria

Individual

emphasized in every realm. We t
conquering nature, about domination, rather

and other
i1sm was
alked about




Huston Smith,

than seeing that we are a part of nature and
creation and inter-related.

in contrasting Western and

Fastern attitudes toward nature, wrote:

llWh
comn

feat was 'The Cong
Orie

inf

en Mou

monly

l

the matter differently

the befrienc

This emphasis or

on
SOIT
Unc

Jse
fat

nt Everest was scaled the phrase
Used in the West to describe the
yest of Everest.’ An

ntal whose writings have been deeply
Jenced by Taoism remarked, ‘We would put

. We would speak of

ing of Everest.'’”

individualism, on separateness,

power and domination can also be seen in
e of our old ways of describing and

erstanding God.

Deen ar

C

g

ir

cr.

Used most frequer

One of the adjectives
tly 1n describing God has
d still is, "Almighty.” Other metaphors

reference to God are king, lord and

In cruder versions of this way of looking at
God, God is the king w
of his chosen ones to

down.

fat

N

H

|
er W

H

ho fights on the side
Oring their enemies
n more refined versions, God is the

0 Will not let his children suffer,

Now 1ook at the implications. Two groups of

American Christians cu
images of God in their

nuclear situation: On

"E€SP0
e dgrou

rrently rely on these

nses to the
D claims that if




a nuclear holocaust comes,
will--the Armagedc
itself to fight tr
USSlia;
ne all-
sltuatio

R
t

What n

reSPOor

The @
NEw d

)

G0od?

ONeESs.
d

the ot
bowerf
n.,

H

er grou

Ul fathe

on--and America sho
e devil’s agent, co

1t will be God’s
Uld arm
mmun1st
D passively relies on
- to take care of the

either version supports 1s any human
sibility for the world and both see

d additior
we can use for c
I['m not saying t
out all the older and

metaphors--only th
We neec
ors--attempts at description.

A

"e meta
too frequently we
adjective iInto harc
to say God Is like a fat
that God 1S

God with fat

NC

D

Ner,

at we need new anc

masculine,
but rather to understand
in light of some of the characte

bower only in terms of domination.

Jestion then for us 1s, what are some
al metaphors an

escribing and unc

d adjectives
erstanding

to throw
al
additional
nat they
All

-

at we neec
ore traditior

Il

also to remember t

N

ake a metaphor or ar
doctrine. For example,
ner 1s not to say

Nor 1s 1t to 1der

tify
God

"1Stics

associated with being a father.,

Here’s how Sallie McFague
primary metaphors ir
are hierarch
stressing th
world ar

God,

T

h

a T

ical,
e distance between God anc

ne total
us the metap

I

Duts 1t:  “The

ne Christian tradition
~ialistic, and dualistic,
the

reliance of the worlc
hors of God as king,

L
pE

Il

On




ruler, lord, master and governor, and the
concepts that accompany them of God as

absolute, complete, transcendent, and omnipotent
permit no sense of mutuallity, sharec
responsibility, reciprocity, and love (except
In the sense of gratitude).”

Dr. McFague goes on to suggest that some new
and additional metaphors for God in our time
are God as mother, lover, and friend. And
she further suggest another metaphor is to

see the world or the cosmos as God’s body.
These models of God, she believes will help

uUs see power in unifled, 1nter-dependent ways
quite different from the view of power as
elther domination or bevevolence. We will be
using some of these new metaphors 1n more
detail later in thls sermon Seriles.,

But now let’s get back from our little detour

on metaphors and the need for new and additional
ones to the Statement of Faith and what it

says about our bellief in God.

Look at the opening sentence: "We belleve 1in
God, the Eternal Spirit, who 1Is made known to
us in Jesus our brother, and to whose deeds
we testify.”

To believe Iin God is to believe there is a

basic intentionality at work throughout the
COSMOS, a purpose in creation and that life
has meaning, It is an affirmation about life




1tself,

But now the belief becomes more specific, God
1S not only the eternal spirit that pervades
the universe so that the world is like God’s
body, but this God is uniquely made known to
us in the person of Jesus Christ.

Then the Statement of Faith continues:
calls the worlds into being, (notice t
plural), creates humankind in the divi
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resemblance. In the divine image means there
1s a part of God, a capacity for God, a thirst
for God, a divine spark within each one of

us. It means we are capable of deep love; we
are capable of working with God in creation,
we are capable of deciding. God has created
us to be responsible human beings. We are

not puppets on a string with God pulling the
strings.

What does what we have been saying about God

mean to you personally? To beglin with, I
nope vou will begin to think of God in some

new ways with fresh metaphors. For example,
the picture of God as a loving mother or as a
parent of the world represents God as a
creator intimately and impartially concerned
with life in all 1ts manifestations and
levels., God as a parent is on the side of
life as such and seeks to save you and all
people and creation itself from aimlessness
and sin. God loves the world which means
that God loves you and everything in the
world. AMEN,




