SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1988

"WHY AREN’T THEY LIKE US?"
(No, 5 in a Series:

Matthew /:24-29

“"Everyday Questions”)

A question which I hear parents asking
frequently about their children, especially
agrow up is: “Why aren't

as their children

they like us?”

Behind this question there
are related questions--where did our children
What makes them behave as

get their values?

they do? Not only do parents ask this
guestion, but also those who have had no
children, They look at the generation
following them and ask: “Why aren’t they

like us?”

Maybe a story will help answer the question,
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or wanted to sleep late, Bob could not go to
Sunday School unless the neighbor was willing
to miss church in order to bring him home,
-ortunately, the neighbor belonged to 0ld
-1rst Church where Bob had been baptized, for
noth Walter and Sue wanted him to attend that
church’s Sunday School. After all, Sue’s
parents had belonged to that church and so
nad Walter’s., But Bob himself was not too
fond of Sunday School. Nothing in his early
life had prepared him for the swarms of

strange children he was supposed to call
friends. However., experiences in the

<indergarten in the public school helped to
"econcile Bob to the other youngsters.

Sue had been a high school teacher herself

and she was very much interested 1n education.
She joined the PTA and became very active 1In
raising money for a milk fund. Walter spent
one spare evening with other fathers of
kindergarten pupils repairing little chairs.
Once after collecting Bob and Ann from the
Church School, he commented that the beginner’s
room there was rather shabby,

Bob and Ann were both In the primary department
when the family moved. Walter’s business was
prospering and the new house on the other

side of town was more in keeping with their
position in the community. But it was too

far for the children to walk to 0ld First
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cabin so they might extend the season over
the weekends until the snow came.

In February of that year, the teacher who had
taken Bob’s Church School class called on
Sue. She told her all the young people In
the class had decided to join the church
together at Easter and that Bob had decided
to join with them., However, he must first
attend the pastor’s class for six weeks and
after the first week he hadn’t shown up.

"T"11 speak to him,” Sue promised. "But I
don’t know, he has so many activities and he

Delongs to a little club that meets on Saturday
mornings.” "It's only for six weeks,” the
teacher answered. "And it’'s very Important

for them to understand what they are getting
into."”

"Well, I don't believe in forcing them,” Sue
replied, "It’'s a free country after all and
children should pick out their own religion
if they want one., [ believe In letting them

choose.”

“If you truly believed that, wouldn’t you go
with them to every church in the city so that
they might have a true choice?” asked the
teacher quietly. “Your present attitude is
the same as 1f you let your children pick the
foods which they would eat and then preparec
nothing for them to choose from.”
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On Sunday mornings she was really too tired

to move from her bed.
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disappointment was in the fact that she
practiced an oriental religion and their son
Bob was becoming involved with that religior
also.,

"Why?" asked his father one night, while
Bob's wife was putting the baby to bed,
"Well,” said Bob, “it’s simpler. [ figured
what my wife and daughter were going to be, I
might as well be too. And it answers a lot
of my questions about religion.”

BOD and nhis wifTe are happy. They have TWwo
children now and there 1s another one on the
way. JSue goes over to stay with the children
sometimes when their parents are out. Thelr
house, however, makes Sue vaguely uncomfortable,
There is no Bible on the living room table

and she misses that.

Her daughter Ann’s problems, however, are a
greater burden. For Ann is not happy. Her
marriage was based on "Love,” the fierce,
passionate kind, and Ann’s husband discovered
exactly the same kind of love for a young
woman 1n Hawall. Ann is divorced now anc
living in New York. Her child is in a nursery
school there so Ann can work. She seldom

pays a visit to her old home.

Perhaps it is just as well, for Ann has turned
from a gentle, sensitive person into a brittle,




cynical one. She 1is

10

bitter and has become a

violently outspoken atheist. Sometimes when

she 1s at home she embarrasses her mother by
the things she replies to the perfectly
innocent remarks of her friends.

Sue 1S neither happy or secure. She tells
herself 1t 1is only middle-age settling in.
After all, she is a grandmother. But on

nights when her husband Walter 1s at the club
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the cabin, Sue is left home alone and she

frequently finds herself becoming depressed.
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that her life has been wasted. After all,
her life is deadly routine, she tells herself,
except for her children and she is disappointed

in both of them.

Walter 1s disappointed in them too. He voiced
his regrets on a rare evening at home this

fall, and Sue agreec
understand 1t,” saic
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with him. "I can't
Walter, “with all the
home and a Christian

community, why didn’t they grow up to be
good, decent Protestant Christians like you

and me?"

Walter is also finding his life has less and
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Why aren’t they like us? Maybe they are like

US more than we realize,
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