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Swaggart scandals., It’s one of those "Everyday
Questions,” and 1t’'s a valid one.

[ tried not to be too defensive as [ listened
and conversed with the gentleman on the
airplane. Before we could get into a detailed
discussion of the issue, the plane landed and
we went our separate ways. But I’ve thought
about his question quite a bit since then--
"Whnat Good Is Religion Anyway?”

First of all, we need to admit that all
religion 1s not good. Yet, a popular assumption

still held by many people 1s that any religion
is better than none. 1I’ve heard people say,
"It doesn’t matter what kind of religion you
have as long as you are sincere.”

That’s utter nonsense. Not all religion 1is
good, and some kinds of religion can be very
bad.

Not too long ago there was a news article ir
the local papers about a religious leader in
Warsaw, Indiana, who so dominates his followers
that they willingly surrender driver’s
licenses, credit cards and eye glasses, even
allow wives, husbands and children to die,

rather than defy his teachings.

Dr. Hobart Freeman 1s the founder and leader

of the Faith Assembly, which has been under
public scrutiny in recent months because




dozens of followers have died from untreated
111nesses.

Freeman teaches his followers that medicine
is evil and that doctors are little better

than magicians,

Bad religion is not something new. A study
of history reveals the evil that religion can
do--the crusades, the ritual sacrifice of
numan beings, witch hunts, the iInquisition,

Ugly superstitions and more. Religion has
been used to justify slavery, declare one

race superior to another, and to deny women
equality.

Harry Emerson Fosdick once wrote: “What
disastrous results religion can produce 1In
human character--bigots, fanatics, hypocrites,
narrowminded, self-opinionated, intollerant!
The very word, ‘bigot’ is a condensation of
'by God.,"'"

What good is religion anyway? Some kinds of
religion are no good at all. In fact, some
cinds of religion can be hazardous to vour
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and more. Followers of Jesus Christ were
instrumental 1n the opposition to slavery in
this country, and it was out of the black
Christian churches especially, that the civil
rights movement in the 1950's and 1960's had
its beginning and continulng power,

What good is religion anyway? Here are four
good things which good religion, and especially
our Christian faith, continues to offer us as
individuals and the world at large,

1. Our Christian faith can help us maintain
a sense of awe and mystery about life and

about creation. With awe also comes humility,
and with humility an ability to put one’s

life 1in perspective and re-order life’s
priorities.

Awe 1s the feeling one gets when seeing the
Grand Canyon for the first time, or being
present or giving birth to a baby.

Awe can come from contemplating the immensity
of creation. I read In the newspaper last
week that astronomers have now discovered a
galaxy 15 billion light years from Earth, one
of the most distant galaxies ever seen.,

nother story in the papers last week reported
nat astronomers searching for radio signals
"om intelligent life beyond the earth say
ircumstantial evidence 1s growing that

O —h ~+



humankind 1s not alone in the universe,

[f you studied biology, maybe you can remember
the early feelings of wonder that came with
viewing, for the first time, cell life through
the microscope. There is mystery at both
ends of creation, the exquisitely small and
the infinite.

[t’s the feeling of awe, wonder and humility
the Psalmist had when writing:

0 Lord. Our Lord, how majestic is thy name

in all the earth. When I look at thy heavens,
the work of thy fingers, the moon and the
stars which thou hast established; what are
human beings that you are mindful of them?”

Albert Einstein wrote: "“The most beautiful
thing we can experience is the mysterious.

[t Is the source of all true art and science.
Those to whom this emotion 1S a stranger, who
can no longer pause to wonder and stand rapt
in awe, are as good as dead: their eyes are
closed.”

One reason this kind of church emphasizes
regular participation in public worship each
week, 1s that at least for one time In a
week, we take the time to think beyonc
ourselves and beyond our everyday problems
and routlines, and regaln a sense of the holy,
of mystery and awe.
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love the Lord vour God with all your heart,
soul, mind and strength, and vou shall love
your neighbor as vourself.”

And then when a lawyer asked Jesus, "Who 1S
my neighbor?” he told the parable of the Good
Samaritan to point out that anyone in need 1is
your neighbor.

Not only does our Christian faith help us

determine right from wrong, but also promises

God’s forgiveness when we do wrong. Jesus
assured us that God’s love is continually and

freely given to all who accept it. It cannot
be bought or earned. Each human being in
creation 1s equally loved by God. This 1S
another way of saying that we each have equal
value in God'’s economy. [The criminal on
death row, the patient in the mental hospital,
the beggar on the street, the rich, the poor,
all are loved by God. And if God so loves

us, then we are also to love each other,

3. TIhirdly, our Christian falith gives us a
sense of community. We human beings need to
be able to take part in the joys and SOrrows
of each other and we go to a church to find
God but also to find others.

Our Christian faith proclaims that God has

created us as inter-dependent creatures and
we are meant to live In peace and harmony
with one another and with God’s creation as a
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whole,

Harry Golden, the Jewish writer, once asked
his father, an atheist, why he regularly went
to the synagogue, “You know Garfinkel?”
Golden’s father responded, “Garfinkel goes to
synagogue to talk with God; I go to talk with
Garfinkel.,”

Life without friendships, life without human
relationships, is like the sky without the
sun.

The headline in a news story in the local

papers two weeks ago said: “LONELINESS
DOUBLES RISK OF SICKNESS, DEATH.” The story

reported that a recent new study showed that
"Deing cut off from friendships and family
doubles a person’s chance of sickness and

death . . . a lack of social relationships in
and of itself heightens people’s susceptibility
to illness. The data shows that people who

are isolated but healthy are twice as likely

to die over the period of a decade or so as

are others in the same health, but who are

not isolated and lonely.”

What good is religion anyway? The right kind
of religion can help provide a loving and
forgiving community--something we all need.

4, The fourth good thing which our Christian
faith provides is a source of strength to
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