SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 19383

Bwle 1§

"FINDING GOD THROUGH OTHERS”

(No., 3 in a Series: "Finding God 1in
Everyday Life")

Hebrews 13:1-3
Matthew 25:31-40

[t is the testimony of the Christian faitr
that God is to be found and experienced 1in

everyday life. Too often we make the mistake

of thinking that God is In a separate compartment
in the world and so we speak of things being
elther sacred or secular. But such 1s not the
case. God made everything iIn the world and

God saw that 1t was good, thus God 1s to be

found in everyday life,

TWo weeks ago, In the first sermon in this
series--entitled, “Finding God Within Yourself,”

we were reminded that God 1Is present within
each human being, and the more you come to

know yourself, the more you come to know God.
However, coming to truly know yourself 1s not
always as easy as 1t sounds. Our true self is
frequently covered up or hidden, and a peeling
Drocess 1S sometimes necessary.

Last week, in the second sermon In this series--
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Today in the third sermon of the series, the
subject is--"Finding God Through Others.”

Here’s a poem that expresses this theme:
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And he dropped this down on his people’s heads
Two times one day 1n seven,
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DOr IS everyone.,

You never know when you might find God In and
through someone else,
of Hebrews in the New Testament, as read
earlier, we are reminded, “Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.”
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fastened with a string.
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Jesus told a parable which illustrates the

same point,
Gospel of Matthew and is often callec

It was read earlier from the
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parable of the sheep and the goats.

In the story, Jesus said that one day God will
separate us as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats. God will say to some of us,
"Come blessed people inherit the Kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world: for I was hungry and you gave me food,
and I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked
and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited

me, I was in prison and you came to me.” Then
the righteous will ask in surprise, *Lord,

when did we see you hungry and feed you, Or
thirsty and give you drink; and when did we
see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked
and clothe you? And when did we see you Sick
or 1n prison and visit you?” And God will
answer, said Jesus, “Truly I say to you, as
you did 1t to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters, you did 1t to me.”

Do you truly want to find God? According to
Jesus, the way to find God 1s through loving
and serving others, especially the poor, the
sick, the prisoner, the helpless. You will
find God as you minister to them,

Bob Greene, the newspaper columnist discovered
a modern version of this parable and wrote

about 1It,

“A bum died. That'’s what it seemed like.
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And so 1t happens to

many of us, day after day. The drace and love
of God are revealed to us through others
sometimes 1n our serving others and sometimes
In their serving us.
to each one of us.

[t can and does happen

AMEN,



