SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 1983

"FINDING GOD THROUGH THINGS”
(No, 2 in a Series: "Finding God 1in

Mark 4:2b-34
_uke 24:50

Fveryday Life”)

Raindrops on roses and whiskers on kittens,
Bright copper kettles and warm woolen mittens,

Brown paper packages wrapped up in strings,
These are a few of my favorite things.,
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ponies and crisp apple strudels,
sleighbells and schnitzel with noodles,

Wildgeese that fly with the moon on their wings,
These are a few of my favorite things.

Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes,
Snowf lakes that stay on my nose and eyelashes,
Silver white winters that melt Into springs,
These are a few of my favorite things,
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When the dog bites, when the bee stings,
When 1'm feeling sad,

ber my favorite things,
"t feel so bad.

This song from the "Sound of Music” is telling



us that favorite things can minister to L
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that God made everything and saw that it was

good.

All things therefore, are sacred.

Or as



one young person put i1t, "God didn’t make no
junk,”

We surround ourselves with all sorts of things:
Gadgets, furniture, dishes, pot and pans, books
and records, plants, pictures, toys, tools,
computers, calculators, stereos, telephones,
automobiles and more. We have garages, attics,
basements, drawers, and closets all filled with
things. There are some things we say we are
going to get rid of, yet we find it difficult
to do so.

Things are like that. They become a part of
us. Many hobbies have something to do with

collecting things, whether it be stamps, or

baseball cards, or matchbook covers,

What are some of your favorite things? What
would you want to save in your home 1f your
house were burning down? How do some of your
favorite things minister to you? In what ways
do they help you experience God?

Here are a few of my favorite things: This old
Bible 1s especially Important to me. [t was
given to me as a gift by a woman in the first
church I served. She wrote a lovely inscription
on the inside page. Thus besides being a Bible,
and therefore a very important tool for my
everyday work and for my guidance, it is also
filled with other meanings,
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Jesus had a deep appreciation for the things of
this world. For most of his life he was 3
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A person, for example, might purchase the most
expensive stereo made, but not because he enjoys
music or appreciates the quality of sound that
1S reproduced or the technology and skill that
went into the making of the set, but rather
because he Imagines that to own such a set
confers some kind of status on him, That Is 3
shallow kind of caring,

nother manifestation of the same problem is
nat instead of posssessing things, sometimes

Nings possess us., Our houses and apartments
re cluttered with things that we do not use or

appreciate. 0Our shopping centers are filled
with people who are buying things not because
they need them or appreciate them, but because
they are feeling sorry for themselves or because

they are bored,

O+ + I

If we are to find God through things, It means
we are to use the things of the world in a
sacramental way, and then they can minister to
us and others. To use things in a sacramental
way 1s to care for them and appreciate them,
much like a young person who lovingly polishes,
waxes and keeps his or her car in tip-top
condition, even though it is an old one. Or it
is like the person who keeps the machinery he
or she works with in the best of shape, the
carpenter who keeps his tools sharp and sees
that they don’t rust,

5, Thirdly, we can find God through things,
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