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"MOTHERS AND CHILDREN:

Exodus 20:12

Sunday, May 8,

John 19:25-27
Matthew 18:2-6
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Although Anna Jarvis never became a biological
mother, she gave motherly love and care to her
blind sister all of her life. And beginning in
1906, Anna devoted the rest of her life to
Mother’s Day, working as hard to keep 1t pure
as she had worked to establish it,

Her Patent Office registration in hand and her
letter-writing blitz in full swing, Anna called
some friends to her home on the second Sunday
in May, 1908, and told them of her plan to
celebrate Mother’s Day. She asked the advice
of John Wanamaker, the Philadelphia merchant,
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Anna Jarvis spent the rest of her life fighting
the commercialization of Mother’s Day. She
showed up, uninvited, at florists’ meetings

to berate them for “profiteering” and more than
once hotel detectives were asked to show her
out. She attended the convention of the
Associated Retail Confectioners of America and
stood up, uninvited and shouted "I want to tell
you that you are using a beautiful idea as a
means of profiteering. As founder of Mother’s
Day, I demand that it cease.” The convention
hastily adjourned.

As the vears passed, Anna became more and more
embittered because she thought Mother’s Day

had become too commercialized. Then her blind
sister died and Anna 10st her 1ncome property
and went blind herself.

On a cold November day in 1944, Anna Jarvis
entered Philadelphia General Hospital asking
for treatment. She had no money, so friends
placed her in a sanitarium in nearby West
Chester, Pennsylvania. There on November 24,
1948 at the age of 84, she died, alone, blind
and penniless.

But now let’s return to the subject of Jesus
and His mother., Jesus was by no means overly
sentimental on the subject. He said in one
place that people who loved their mothers more
than they loved Him were not worthy of Him
(Matthew 10:37), indicating that duty comes
first., And in another incident recorded in
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the gospels, when they told Jesus his mother
was outside waiting while he spoke to some
group or other, He said that HisS mother was
anybody that did God's will,

To His own mother, Jesus could be very abrupt.
When she came to Him at the wedding in Cana to
tell Him the wine had given out, He said,

“O woman, what have you to do with me? My hour
has not yet come,” meaning perhaps that she was
to let Him alone, that at that early point in
His ministry, He wasn’t ready to be known as

a miracle-worker.

Some of the 1ast words He ever spoke were in

her behalf, however. She was standing at the
foot of the cross when He told her in effect

that from then on His disciple, John, woulc
look after her. "Behold your son,” He saic
indicating Him to her.

According to the Bible, our mothers, like our
fathers, are to be honored. But iIf Jesus 1is

to be our gulide, honoring them doesn’t mean
elther 1dealizing them or 1dolizing them. It
means seeing them both for who they are and for
who they are not. It means speaking the truth
to them. It means the best way of repaying
them for thelr love is to love God and our
neighbor as falthfully and as selflessly as

at their best our mothers have tried to love us.

I said in the beginning of this sermon that
when a child is born a mother is born. Now let’s
look at the other side of the equation - when
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church especially are all to be mothers to
the children 1n our society.

ove for God is inseparable from love to other
numan beings, especially those who need our
care. And there are few human beings among us
who are quite so vulnerable as children.

Amen.



