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"EASTER FEARS”

Matthew 28:1-10

Most of us when we think of Easter do not
connect it with the feeling of being afraild.
Rather we think of Easter as a time to not
get too serious. After all, 1t’'s a day for

joy and celebration--family gatherings, egg
hunts for the children, decorated baskets,

chocolate bunnies, new clothes and an Easter
brunch. And that’s 0.K. I'm not putting
such festivities down. Easter is to be a

day of joy and new beginnings.

But there 1s another aspect of the Easter
story which 1s seldom noticed. When the
women came to the tomb on that first Easter,
they were afraid, they were surprised, they
were terrified. When the disciples got the
news, they had the same reaction. They were

blaln scareq.

Notice that according to the Gospel of
Matthew, the first words spoken to the women
that morning came from an angel who said,
"Do not be afraid.” A few minutes later,
they had an experience of the Risen Christ,
and his first words to them were, "Do not be

afraid.”




[ think I can understand some of the reasons
why Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were
afrald. There had been an earthquake that
morning. When they got to the tomb, the
stone was rolled away. They met an angel,
whereas they had expected to meet soldiers
guarding the tomb. They were not even sure
they would be able to get Inside the tomb to
better prepare the body of Jesus. And then
they met the Risen Christ. They had gone to
the tomb that morning expecting death and
had met instead “Life.”

Not only is death itself the ultimate dread,
Out the circumstances of this particular
death made it even more fearsome. No wonder
the women were overcome with fear. Thelr
whole world was turned upside down. Their
fear however did not last long. It was
changed into joy.

Of course, our situation is different. That
first Easter took place almost 2000 years
ado. We have the benefit of a lot of history
in between, a lot of time to reflect and
question,

But is the difference only that we know more

and therefore fear 1ess, or is it that we
tend to gloss over the earthshaking implications

of what Easter truly means?

This morning let’s look at two kinds of



Easter Fear -- on the one hand Easter can

make us fearful and on the other hand Easter
can heal us of our fears.,

1. First, Easter can make us fearful
especially when we take seriously what 1t
means for us and the creation,

Do you remember the television series called
"The Twilight Zone?” It was on every week
and was a kind of mystery-horror program.

Once 1in that series there was a story about a
town in the old West. One day a stranger

came 1nto this town. He was a snake-o0il
salesman type, only in this horror story the
salesman was selling something much more
intriguing. For ten dollars he would raise
someone from the dead. Of course the stranger
became the over-night talk of the town.

Though many people were skeptical, many

others were curious enough to risk the money,
a lot of money in those days, to have someone
raised from the dead. Then the story took a
curious twist. People started coming to the
strander in secrecy at night, offering twenty
dollars 1f he would not ralse certain
individuals from the dead. Of course, it
does not take much 1magination to speculate

Wny some were willing to pay such hush money,
The price has gone up, but the word is that
people still pay hush money (sometimesS even
rel1gious people pay hush money).




But why should Easter, the resurrection of
Jesus fill us with fear and be terrify
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means that what Jesus taught and lived 1S
true., It means as dSt. Paul put it, “That
the foolishness of God is wiser than our
wisdom, and weakness of God 1S stronger than
any strength we have.”

What is some of this foolishness of God?
Jesus taught with words and with his life
and death and resurrection that for a person
to find life, he or she has to lose his or
ner life, give it away, let it go, and the

Derson who seeks to save his or her life
will ultimately lose it. As far as the

world’s values are concerned, that'’s
foolishness,

"The first shall be last and the last shall
be first.” That's what Jesus said. He also
Iived and taught, ”“Blessed are the poor 1n
spirit., Blessed are the meek., Blessed are
the peacemakers. Love your enemies. Do not
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.

Do not be anxious about your life. Those
who would be great among you must become the
servants of all.”

[f Easter 1s true, then all of these things
are true and we haven’t been living according
to those standards., That can fill us witr
fear, Easter can be terrifying because it
continually calls into question all our
usual worldly values, all of our usual ways
of doing things, all of our usual ways of




judging others.,

To put it another way, the resurrectior
means that the world most of us live In,
believe 1n, rely upon, and accommodate
ourselves to 1s radically thrown off balance
l1ke some glant earthquake. Jesus’ death,
you see, 1S manageable, understandable, and
containable, as any death is all of those
things., Death is predictable and therefore
manageable, It 1s the resurrection that

throws things off balance, blows the mind,
because the resurrection removes things from

our control, prediction and understanding.

Most of us remain a bit terrified at the
very thought of total obedience to the
demands of the Risen Christ for intellectual
surrender, and moral surrender and economic
surrender. We are too afraild to live out
days on what the Bible means when it says
that nothing, neither death, nor powers, nor
orincipalities, nor persecution, nor things
oresent, nor things to come can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Consequently, Easter for literally millions

is a day to skate on the surface, to immerse
oneself in the delight of the festival but

not get too serious because, quliet frankly,
the whole idea (as it was for those two

women in the garden) is too utterly terrifying
to contemplate for too long, or too seriously,
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to all of us exactly as it was to Peter. It
means that we are relieved not of the
consequences of our sin, but of the consequences
of being sinners. It means that we are no
longer sinners, but forgiven sinners. It

means that instead of trying to prove

ourselves endlessly, we can express ourselves

as fearless, vulnerable, dedicated, joyous
followers of our Risen Lord,

SO this Easter [ hope you are fearful, even

a bit terrified, because if Christ is risen,
then your world 1is not as you usually imagine

1t to be and that means some changes need to
ne made in the way you live. On the other
nand remember that Easter can also heal you

of many of your fears because Easter proclaims
that the power of love which comes from God

1s always stronger than hate, violence and
sin, stronger even than death itself. AMEN,




