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SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1983

"THE HEALING OF A BLIND BEGGAR”

Mark 10:46-52
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the healing process within us.

NOw we know more and more that the body’s
defenses against disease, that our iImmune
system 1s directly affected by the emotions
and by our overall attitude. In fact, much
of our recovery from various diseases depends
upon the mobilization of mechanisms which
already exists within us for resisting and
overcoming disease, both mental and physical.
We all have healling powers within us ready

to 9o to work. One physiclian put 1t this
way: Y"There is a force, the mechanics of

which we do not fully understand that seems
to operate routinely In most people to
brotect and foster their mental health even
under the most adverse conditions., In a
similar way there is a force that protects
and encourages physical health even under

the most adverse conditions.”

Many times, however, something from the
outside needs to help set these forces 1In
motion again. Gullt, our own reluctance to
want to get well, hate, fear, and other such
things can hinder the healing power. Dr,
Bernie Slegel, in his book, LOVE, MEDICINE
AND MIRACLES, writes, "The fundamental

problem most patients face is an inability

to love themselves, having been unloved by
others during some crucial part of thelr

lives, This period is almost always childhood,
when our relations with our parents establish




our characteristic ways of reacting to
stress.”

Of tentimes a caring, loving person or persons
can be the trigger that sets these healing
forces that are within us to work again. As
I noted last week, sometimes we need others
to carry us to a healing source.

With these comments in mind, let’s turn now
to this healing story from the Gospel of
Mark.

We should first notice that the man who 1S

the center of the story 1Is described as a
"blind beggar.” That's a revealing combination,
He has a physical ailment--he wants his

sight back--but he 1s also a beggar. What

1s the relationship between his blindness

and his status as a beggar?

Perhaps because of his blindness he could
not get a job and had ended up as a begdgar,
Or maybe because he was poor and never had
access to nutritious food or to health care,
and so became blind. The cause-and-effect
relationship between the man’s vocation as a
beggar and his blindness 1s difficult to

determine. It may be enough simply to note
that physical ailments often accompany
poverty and powerlessness.

Note secondly that the overall environment
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supposed to stay that way. He didn’t deserve
any better. Keep the blind beggar silent

and 1n his place. Maintain the status quo.

In a similar way, 1in every society, powerful
institutions, churches, schools, courts,
C
i

~owds, frequently serve to keep people in
neir designated slots.

To the massive ignorance of the crowd such
things as poverty and affliction had nothing
to do with Jesus., Suffering and poverty are

not his business. Let the church stick to
religion and Keep out of economic and heal th

questions. That'’s what the crowd thought.
We who are in the crowd try to keep S0 many
things away from Jesus.

The blind beggar on the other hand, turns
out to Know more ana trust more and ask more
than the people expected from someone Who
was both poor and blind. He asks that the
power of the powerful one (Jesus) be given
to one who has no claim except the courage
to cry out,

Jesus listened to the blind beggar and not
to the crowd. He stopped and said, “Call
him.” Jesus stopped and gave the whole of
Nis attention to a blind beggar. The crowd
couldn’t believe it., His stopping and his
attention, said clearly, "You count.” "You
are important.” “You can be rid of your
blindness and your bedgging.”




Jesus treated disabled people in a different
way than we often respond to them. We
frequently hesitate. We're not quite sure
oW to react., We may not be as outwardly
"ude as the crowd that day so that we say,
"Sit down and shut up.” Or “Keep away.”

But we sometimes hesitate because we are
afraid.

Our first fear is that somehow this disability
of the other individual is catching., It

might actually infect me. As soon as I say
this In words, I recognize how foolish the

concept is, but the fear, usually unconscious
In me, 1s actually present. Don’t we
sometimes say to ourselves or even out loud,
"There but for the grace of God that coulc
be me.”

A second fear is related to the first; this
Unknown thing out there attached to this

DErson or causing a problem for this person

1S somehow threatening to me 1In ways that

are unclear. I do not understand rationally
how the threat exists; I only kKnow that I am
afraid, The person with the obvious physical
handicap represents the unknown, the different,
and I am a little scared of the unknown and

the different.

A third fear 1S more agonizing, because it
represents something that is actually In me;
1t symbolizes my own weakness and my OWr
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And rather than being silenced by the crowd,
he continues to cry out in hope.

2. Secondly, we need to remember that
healing and wholeness are more than various
individuals claiming their wholeness. Our
crowd, our society needs healing as well.
The people in the crowd that day around
Jesus needed to see that they were trying to
prevent the blind beggar from being healed.
When he continued to cry out until he was

neard and was allowed to get to Jesus, hils
nealing also began their healing,

These healing stories are for all of us.
They call us to the wholeness that is God’s
will for us. We are meant to live in an
inclusive socliety without the artificial
barriers we like to set up. AMEN.,




