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SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 1988

"LOVE, FAITH

Mark 2:1-12

AND MIRACLES"

This incident with the paralytic man is one
of my favorite stories. These four guys

were running

around Galilee, with their

friend on a stretcher, following Jesus.
Why? Because they loved their friend, they

loved him deeply, and because they believed
there was something better for him.

How else can

of his? They were not the kind to give up

we describe these four friends

easily. They literally carried him to Jesus.,

[t was these
that nothing

four friends who were determined
was going to stop them, not the

blocked doorway or the crowd.

Had one of them already been healed by this
Rabbi? Was that part of the power of their

faith? We don’t know the answer to that
guestion. What we do know is that these
friends, whatever their past experience,

were now mak

ing themselves channels of

healing. They were breaking into this

house--tearl
presenting t

What a sight

ng off a section of the roof and

neir paralyzed friend to Jesus,

that must’ve been! Knowing



what we do about Jesus, we can assume he
might have given a little chuckle, a little
laugh, when he saw that. When he saw this
an descending down on his pallet, from a
nole in the roof, he said, “What friends,
what love, what faith? What beautiful
bearers of the power of healing.”

Already the healing had begun just by the
acts of those friends. Already their faith,
thelr courage, their loving, desperate

creativity, thelr intuition and their
singlemindedness had opened the way to their

friend’s healing,

[sn’t that part of what it means to be in

the church? That's what we're for as friends.
When we are paralyzed, when we can’t make

it, when we can’t break through, when we
don’t want to admit that we have a problem,
our friends take us and they hold us. They
carry us literally and figuratively, to the
source of healing. And they do everything
in thelir power to see that we break through,

Time and time again, I’'ve known people who
have intervened in the life of one of thelr
friends--who had said to an individual--you
have a problem with drugs, or with drinking,
and 1t’'s a serlous problem and we are doing
to take you now to a treatment center,
Perhaps you don’t think you need help, but
we Know you need help. And then they have




actually carried that person, In love, to a
Dlace where help can be found and miracles
nappen, That’s what this story 1s all about,
love, faith and miracles,

Let’s 1ook at the fact of these four friends
more closely. This 1s one of the unique
facets in this healing story.

We know that the faith of these four carriers
was strong because of their persistence and

ingenuity. They didn’t allow the large
crowd to keep them away. When they found

they could’'nt get to Jesus In the usual way,
through the front door or even the back door
or through a window, they didn’t put down
the stretcher and say, “Well, tough luck my
friend. We tried, but we could not get
through.” No, they found another way. They
went around the crowd and literally went
over their heads, onto the roof. They had
brought their friend to see Jesus, and they
were sure that if they could get him Into
his presence, healing would occur. And they
accomplished what they set out to do.

The four who carried their friend are symbolic
of what happens in all of life. They stand
for all the bearers, the caring people
throughout all of history -- those persons

who have had a persistent faith and who work
on, many times anonymously, carrying us,
believing in us, encourading us, praylng for




Js, cheering us on.

such people have been, and still are,
important in the lives and backgrounds of

all of us. They are often the ones who work
pbehind the scenes, who do not get into the
spotlight or have their names on the marquee;
who do not get the credit most of the time;
who are frequently forgotten.

Sometimes such i1ndividuals are mentioned

briefly in the preface of a book or are
listed in the credits at the beginning or

the end of a movie or television program.
The faith of others, the carrying power of
others is present in the background of each
life represented here this morning. Many of
these people have been long forgotten by us,
and there are some Whose names wWe may never

have Known.

The word of encouragement at an early age,
the pat on the back, the arm around the
shoulder, the listening to a difficult
problem, the touch of tenderness in a time
of sorrow, the letter or note that came just
at the right time, the phone call, the knowing
that someone cared and was thinking of

us . . . . all of us have lived and still

live on the faith of others, and they

contribute to the miracles which occur 1in
our lives.




And sometimes we do not even know we have
been carried.,
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carries us through the love and faith of
others.

One of the most moving autobiographies that

[ have ever read 1s that written by Bill
Sands, entitled, My Shadow Ran Fast. As 3
youngster he was violent and tough, and came
from a home where he had been abused. He
became a lawbreaker who defied all convention.

In his book he recalls that one of the main

turning points in his life occurred in an
encounter with the Warden of San Quentin

Prison. Sands was feeling sorry for himself
and was sure that no one in the world cared
for him,

"One day,” he said, "he found Warden Duffy
looking into his eyes with an expression
that few people are privileged to see. The
thief on the other cross, the one who
repented, must have seen a face like that
when he cried out iIn agony. When the Warden
spoke, I knew at last that my long descent
had ended. My life was not over., It was
only beginning. He called me by my first
name. And the only thing he said was, ‘Bill,
[ care.’” It's no accident that the words

"care” and "carry” come from the same root.

Harry Emerson Fosdick in his autobiography,
The Living of These Days, tells us how much
the faith of others meant to him during his
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of their unbelief.”

There is still another part of this healing

story which is revealing., "And they cou
not get near Jesus because of the crowd.”

Our first Impulse may be to think: What
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a reason for coming,
simply to kill time.”

Not only do crowds of

those on crutches, or

steps of any kind.

They did not drop in

people

people away from Jesus, but we put up other
parriers as well, We build church buildings
which are 1naccessible to the disabled--
In wheelchairs, or

those who have trouble hearing or seeing,
Some of uUS as we get olc
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er have trouble with

In many ways this congregation was far-
sighted by putting in an elevator back 1in
1966, that can be reached without one step.
Now we also need an elevator on the other
side of the building so that the offices and
the lower level are also accessible to all
people, And we only have one restroom that
1S accessible to individuals in wheelchairs,

There are so many ways that we can put up

heing aware of it.
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The four individ

carrying thei

What an example for the c
find new ways of overcomi

separate peop
allowing peop

Jals ir
r friend ¢
stop them, they createc

this story who were

1d
3

not let barriers
New opening,

nurch today--to

Ng barriers that
le and to fir
le to come 1Ir

d new ways of
to the church.

This story from Mark’s Gospel reminds us
that each one of uUsS c3a
God’s love and grace o

N take part in miracles.
Derate through people

who love and care for others. AMEN.,



