{z;vé /7 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 198/

"SURPRISE"”
(No. 4 in a Series: Advent Verbs)

Luke 1:26-38

Although the verb “Surprise” does not appear
in the story of the announcement to Mary that

she is going to be the mother of a very
special baby, no one 1S more surprised than

Mary. The elements of surprise are woven all
through the Advent and Christmas story, and
on through the life, the teachings, the death
and resurrection of Jesus,

First, let’s look at Mary’s surprise. 1In
some ways, Mary i1s similar to several women
in the 0ld Testament, specifically Sarah anc
Hannah who give birth to children through the
intervention of God. Each child is seen as
another blessing from God who fulfills promises
and both are surprised by the unexcepted

grace of God, Sarah, in the 0ld Testament,
laughs at the announcement that she will give
birth. Hannah weeps year after year 1n

longing for a child and will not be comforted
by her husband’s declaration that she is

worth ten children. Both Sarah and Hannah

are considered to be beyond child bearing age




and have given up all hope of ever having a
child., But God surprises them and their
husbands.,

And there is Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin, in the
New Testament, the mother of John the Baptist.
She too 1S considered beyond childbearing

dde,

but finds herself pregnant and isS

surprised. Her husband 1S SO surprised that
he is speechless.

However, there are some striking differences
between Mary and these three women, Sarah,

she

Hannah and Elizabeth. They are all wives of
notable men, but Mary is nobody. Furthermore,

1S not even married and 1S a young woman.

But again the essential theme 1S surprise,

God acts in an unexpected way. God’s promises

will

be fulfilled but not according to human

calculations.,

Mary
and

receives the announcement of her pregnancy
is surprised and afraid. Joseph, her

fiance, wants to break the engagement. Mary’s

SON
repo
seel

is born in a stable. His advent 1is
~ted to Herod by foreigners who tell of

g a new star in the sky. The story

Dorders on comedy, as if God is making fun of
numan wisdom and power.

God’s surprises continue. For the early

church, the question was: How can Jesus be
the Christ if God allowed him to be crucified?
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until after Christmas:
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action 1s the upheaval of the social order
and the transformation of the world. Christmas

1S not meant to gloss over the problems of
the world or of individuals.

Listen to some of the prophetic words of Mary
as she ponders God’s actions in the coming

birth of her baby: "“God has scattered the
proud in the 1magination of their hearts,
God has put down the mighty from their thrones,
and exalted those of low degree, God has

filled the hungry with good things and the
rich God has sent empty away.”

surprise! God sides with the oppressed and
Will redeem the world by means of the lowly.
When he became an adult, Jesus said that over
and over again in his teachigns.

surprise! The first shall be last and the
last first!

surprise! Blessed are the meek for they
shall inherit the earth.

surprise! Whosoever would be great amongd
you, must become the servant of all.

Surprise! As vyou did 1t to one of the least
of these my brothers and sisters, vyou did it

to me.

Surprise! Blessed are the poor in spirit,



for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Surprise! Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness sake, for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven.

God’s suprises! We can imagine at the same
time what the crowd might have been doing in
the inn which had no room for Mary and Joseph.
Perhaps it was filled with important people,
maybe even some of the officials of the Roman

Empire and others 1in position of power and
authority.

We can further imagine that in the inn such
people would be talking about what they
considered to be some of the great and
important issues of their time. Maybe they
were discussing the glorious future of the
Roman eEmpire., Who was going to be the next
Emperor? They were talking as if the future
were to be determined by the plans and ideas
of people alone. Undoubtedly, some were
saying and thinking, Rome will last forever.

And who got the first news of God’s surprise!
Not the wise of the world, or the rulers, or
the people of status, or the people of power,
or the priests and rulers of the temple,

They wouldn’t have looked for God in a baby
in the manger, Only a few at first were let
in on the surprise. The shepherds were
notified and came to see the baby.
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