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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 198/

in a Series: Advent Verbs)

[ Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-23
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comparison we don’t feel as happy and we
wonder why. Is there something wrong with
Us?

Maybe we misunderstand the Christmas message.
The story of Advent and Christmas have

never told us that life has no problems--
that there 1s no darkness in the world., 1
know of someone who sent out a Christmas

card with a quote from St. Augustine, a
quote that found the pattern of the cross

in the nailed wooden sticks of the infant’s
crib. Some people told her it was in poor

taste, since it mentioned suffering during
the season of Christmas.,

But there is nothing in the Christmas
narrative to make us turn the manger into a
Disneyland scene., The Gospel of Matthew
tells us of a young couple who had to flee
to Egypt soon after the baby was born, and
of all the little boy babies being killec
in that region of Bethlehem and beyond,

Advent prepares us for the story of the
birth of a baby who was the Savior of the
world, yet who as a young man was crucified.
But it is also the story of that same
individual being resurrected--meaning that
God’s love for all of us can never be
killed, or done away with in any manner.
That love which became a person in Jesus at
Bethlehem can never be extinguished.
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[t's no wonder that the Apostle Paul could

Write as he did to the congregation in
Thessalonica, "Rejoice always, pray

constantly,. give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.”

Here we have the third Advent verb--

OICE!" Notice especially that we are
to "Rejoice always.,” and to "give
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We Christians are to rejoice when from all
outward appearances there is seemingly

nothing to rejoi

ce about., That's because
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1S here that the gospel

begins--where externally caused love and
joy run out; when the world around us is
not loving to us and does not smoothly
greet us. At such times, the Gospel says

to us--continue

to love, even love vour

enemies; continue to rejoice, bless those
Who persecute vou. We are invited to
rejoice and love at precisely those times
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when from a human point of view it seems to
make no sense at all.

We Christians are able to rejoice even in
the most distressing of times because our
faith Is that in spite of external
circumstances, God’'s will, God’s power will
triumph., This 1Is the message of Advent.
That's the meaning of the Advent verbs--
"Watch!” Watch for the good which is
continually coming to you from God.

"Comfort!” God’s coming to us in Jesus in
Bethlehem is good news. And now, "Rejoice!”

"Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ?” Shall falling stock market, or an
international trade defliclt, or a staggering
national debt? None of these things nor
anything else in all creation can separate
us from the love of God,

"Rejoice always, pray constantly, give
thanks 1n all circumstances.,”

I suggest to you this morning that one of
the most wonderful gifts we Christians have
to give to the world, especially at this
time of year 1s "Joy.” With our rejoicing,
we can give others joy,

This gift of joy is especially needed
because there are always people around us

Who wWork at destroying the happiness, fun
and joy that is present. There are people
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of an abiding Christian faith. That was
its foundation. In fact, I bellieve that’s
the trouble with the religion of many
people--there is no joy in it, no ecstasy,
N0 hop, skip or jump, just a dutiful trudge.

The Christian, said Augustine once, should
e an alleluia from head to foot. Another
Derson wrote--"Joy is the most infallible

sign of the presence of God.”

Advent and Christmas mean just that--the
holy joy of being aware of God’s presence

among us 1n a new and wonderful way, not in
a new set of rules, not in some new ideals,
but 1n a person, Jesus. No wonder the
angel said to the shepherds, “I bring you
good news of a great joy."”

SO0 the third verb of Advent is “REJOICE"--
but it’'s more than for Advent, 1t’s for all
vear round. AMEN,




