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[T may surprise you to know that in the New
Testament, Jesus spoke about money more
frequently than any other subject except the
Kingdom of God. He gave an unusual amount
of time to the money question.

Martin Luther said, “There are three
conversions necessary for the Christian:
The conversion of the heart, mind and purse.”
Of these three, it may well be that we

oderns find the conversion of the purse the

most difficult. It is even hard for us to
talk openly and frankly about money, especially

in the church.

Dr. Halford Luccock, who taught preaching at
Yale for years believed he knew why 1t is so
difficult for many people to deal with money
and the church, He said that back in the
early history of the church, especially

among the Franks, whole armies were sometimes
given baptism at one stroke and many warriors
weiit Into the water with their right hands
held high so that they did not get wet.

Then they could say, “This hand has never
Deen baptized,” and they could swing their
nattle axes and their swords as freely as
evei. The modern counterpart of this partial

baptism, said Dr. Luccock, is Sseen in many
who have been baptized in the church today,
all except their pocketbooks., These are
held high out of the water,
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We are not truly a giving person until we
give so that we feel it.
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Giving until 1t makes us feel good has a way
of rooting out the tough old miser that 1Is a
part of all of US.

5, Thirdly, if you are going to give enough
SO as to become a cheerful giver and so that
you meet your highest need which 1s to be a
truly giving person, then you have to be
honest about your giving -- honest with
yourself, honest with others, and honest
with God.

he three lies I hear most frequently
concerning giving are these: (1) If I had
more, I would give more. (2) I'll give
later, after I take care of some other
matters. (3) I'm giving all that I can
afford.

The truth 1s that for most of us to give
$5.00 per week, or $10.00 per week to the
church or even $20.00 per week, doesn't
affect us very much., We don’t really feel
it., Five dollars a week, or even ten or
twenty dollars a week doesn’t make most of
us put off buying a new car or even a less
expensive model. It doesn’t keep us from
going out to eat or from purchasing the many
[ittle luxuries which we all purchase., If
we’re honest, most of us give from leftovers.
We give from what'’s left over after we’ve
spent money on everything else we think we
need or deserve,




Here’s a suggestion that will turn
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That's why

US, giving person 1s the way to change
nole life for the better.,
Jesus saw giving as being our highest need,




