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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 198/

"LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD”

Matthew 22:34-46
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the church began to grow rather steadily,
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The merger which had been entered into



freely and harmoniously was soon followed
by some dissension which came to a climax
in 1926. Part of the problem was that the
embers of First Church were generally

ore conservative and not as much 1nclinec
to soclial activities, whereas, the attitude
of the membership of Plymouth Church was
more socially minded. They liked picnics
and social gathering and generally called
one another by their first names and
enjoyed good fellowship.

Soon after the merger of the two congregations,
plans were made to construct a new church
building. Property was purchased at 20tr
and D Streets, for $32,248. Plans were
drawn, and construction of the present
huilding began in 1930, and this church
ouilding 1n which we are now meeting, was
dedicated on April 5, 1931. 0One hundred
and three new members were received 1nto
membership of the congregation on that
Easter Sunday morning in 1931.

The building at 1/7th and A, which had been
built in 1915, was sold to First Lutheran
Church which in turn sold it to the Berean
Fundamentalist Church, which in turn solc

1t to the Seven Day Adventist Church, anc
that congregation is still using the

building.
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First-Plymouth Congregational Church are
the inheritors of the faith and foresight
of our forefather and mothers. We are the

recipients of the
congregations who

As T read and stL
congregations and

nope and vision of two
Decame one.,

dy the history of both

of the merged church,

several important facts stand out.

1. From the very
congregations had

Deginning, both
people 1In them who were

not only faithful Christians, but also

community leaders

case, and gratefully so. Today as in the

And that is still the

past, vou will find members of this
congregation who are active in the life
and leadership of this county and city and

state.

This, of course,

I

S consistent not only

with the history of this congregation, but
with the history of our denomination. We
have always believed that the overall

purpose of the ch

among people of t
neighbor.” And t

=

ﬂ

ﬂ

rch is the “increase

e love of God and
at In addition to our

internal church life of worship, education
and prayer; activity in and through

community leadership is another way of
carrying out the commandment of Jesus to

“love God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind and




vou shall love your neighbor as vyourself.”

It is our belief that a church building

and the congregation which occupies 1t are
not to be places of hiding from the problems
and issues of the day, but rather a place

to gain strength and perspective., We are
able to practice love because we know that
we are loved by God and by others.

2. A second fact that stands out from

reading and studying the history of Plymouth
Church and First Congregational Church, 1is

that both congregations and since 1923,
the merged congregations have not been
afraid of the future. The people who made
up these condgregations were willing anc
ready to use the tools of the present. We
have been broadcasting our church services
on the radio for more than 40 years, and
NOW We are venturing into television as a
way of extending our ministry. We were
one of the first churches in the city to
have a large gymnasium, and we have from
the beginning been a leader in church
music, and we still are. Reading the
early history reminded me also of this
church’s leadership in Christian education,
especially the Sunday morning church

school, and we still are,

3, Thirdly, this condgregation and 1ts
predecessors have from the beginningd



practiced an inclusive Christian faith.

We have welcomed into this fellowship,

people of all kinds of religious backgrounds,
We have welcomed individuals who are on a

spiritual journey without demanding that
they be in a certain place on their journey

before they can join us, and we still do.
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